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*S1R *ALF 

Mv'Dear tSigltii0i,> 

I yd^ave drme me the koti^ 

our of reading Semnlf tkc<*e‘fia^ers in iW 
periOilicAlform. This— in my opinion— should 
of itself suffice to dfetih^ish j^dfrom those 
who have not inad# an equally^Coiblnaadablej 
use of their opportiinSfeea. But I have anothef 
motidfe in dediqitmg this vo^ib^lo you. For 
motO than forty years I have enjoyed the 
ptivilege of your friendshi|li which is a better 
testimony to youi powers of longsuffering 
than if I proffered you a certificate of heroic 
endurance^ as a student of fugitive prose. 

Sincerely yours, 

Austin DobsoR. 





flrkp^jjpm^ed ket;i$w* tiefe 

is iiitkta say i^ctiii^ thm wkuk thsy 
mi saj> fpt.thsms^lvM. Qui m^revising 
arranging ihsm jfhf' tssia in i0ok^form^ my 
Migaium hnpi bsm^iCmsiis^abkj, I have tv 
Under f^y {hanks to Pd* • Tkonms^ itnjf 

tf Drumfimr^far pai^icsdars 0 / his vaimhls 
CarpfonUiU drawmgf^^and for nMn^irr U the 
' S<ppmus* of ifk Aaron de Frmilfy; to Mr, 
T SAUS’FCotUrei/ of Bath for the interesting 
photogjrpjpli oj Prior Park whiek forms my 
frontispiece; and h the former owners oJ the 
reccnt^^distaoered Fielding t^tUfS for Uewe to 
verify nrp extracts frofn th$ Originals when at 
Messrs* Sotheh/s, / am further indebted to 
mf friends the ReO* William Muni and Mr* 
David Jfannay for helpful hints m connection 
with the Bailli de Suffren^ and to Mr* Ifannay 
esppeiaily for the loan of Gdraikf^s portrait^ 
here copied* The ^ Governors df the Dulwich 



Thontpsm) 

%m ^s% b^%ind enough h alpm me to 
ri^pr0d^4^fe^ainsbQrmgtis beautiful UkemsS 0 / 
l^tlkeSe^rgo Finally, / tuust record^ ^ 
hmwkdgfmnts to Miss Dorothy Jtnnings, 
Mhri'Fmefy Walker {th prctmt Otmpant of 
Lotkherbbur^s old residence at Hammersmith 
Terrace), Mr, Samuel Martin, Chief LibtartaU 
^ the Hammersmith Public Librnries, and Mr, 
Walter W, Sadler of the Dyce*^and Forster 
Library af South Kensington, for assistance in 
some of the obscurer corners of the 
pcdntxrs car^r 
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AT PRIOR 

H enry fielding }m many memories 

in Bath^-T^so/Tie aefinite, some ^^oubtful j 
5o^e of long/kindtng, others of more recent 
ciisi^very. One of hia occasional pieces was au 
impromptu in the Pump Room to a shadowy 
‘ Miss H —land ’ — a performance which preserves 
the name ot that once popular physician.^ and 
translutc^r of ‘ Persius,^ Dr. Thomas Brewster, 
who afterwards attended the philosopher Squat e; 
d second, entitled ‘Plain Truth/ is the paitcgyric 
of another Cynthia of the minute, Miss Bett) 
Dalston, apparently the sister of a local minor 
y ’etrf At the then- secluded church of St, Mjjtry, 
Chatkorahe, Fielding married his first wife, 
Charlotte (kiduck of Salisbury, froip Bath, ten 
years later, with loving and lavish ceremonial, 
he brought her dead body to London for inter- 
ment in the ^ channel vault of St» Martin Vm- 
the-Fieldsd Around Bath, rather than elsewhere, 
cluster most of the traditions connected with the 
romposiuon of his gilhtest novel — chat master-. 

^ Godiien's < Renry Fielding/ p i ifj. 

B 



2 At Pnor Park 

pieci for which^a later Bhjfh j^aenter, Mr. 
SsCinuel Richardson {the wish b^ig father to the 
thought) predicted the^'duratioa of a £rcw<]^k. 

of the book, it is quite possible, may have been 
Written at Salisbury, at Twickenham, at^Barnes 
Common, and half a dozen other placed; but a 
large progprUon was undoubtedly penned within 
sound of the Abbey bells; and if not at Wid- 
combe House or Prior Park, either at the modest 
villa on the Avon at Twerton with the phoenix 
crest over the door, or at the still humbler retreat 
in phurch Lane, tiuw dignified into a ‘ Lodge, ^ 
where its author so often nought sanctuary with 
hib sister Sarah. From the ^little parlour* at 
yew Cottage, as it was then called, if anjrwbeic, 
must have issued that proud »n vocation to Fame at 
the beginning of Book Thirteen — an invocation 
which, It may be observed, has enjoyed the cxcep- 
tionah advantage of being heard But of all the 
associationsthat connect Fieldingwuh the *Qucen 
of the W est,* there is none more ancient and less 
uncertain than that which links him with Ralph 
Allen, the * Squire AHworrhy *.of ‘ Tom Jones.* 
As it is with Allen^ residence and friends 
rather than with Allen and his biography, that 
we aie tor the present concerned, it can hardly be 
needidl to deal at length with the oft- told story 
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of the ckaimtzntm which raised hiin from^db^l 
scunty to opuleilde; the useful 

caveat of Fope that 

Men niuiat be taugltt you.,iaugbt tfe^i^r'not, 

And things uttknovm p’ropba^u as things forgot, ^ 

no great harm caij^ be done by * reminding ’ the 
reader briedy of fhe Leading facts of has careen 
Ralph Allen was Ae ‘-.on of the landlord of die 
‘Duke vViiliam’or^Old DuVe’ InrtafSt, Blaz^ 
in Cornwall* grandmother kept the post-" 
ofice at St. Coljumb^ not many miles away^ and 
being employed here as a boy, his alertness wd 
intc)hgcnce attracted the notice of the district 
surveyor, in consequence of which he was trans- 
ferred ft) the ijafh Post Office. He had inborn 
gifts for organisation; and his foot once on the 
ladder, his ascent was assureth The timely dis- 
covery of a projected English rising in connection 
with Mar’s rebellion, procured him once the 
favour of the Ministry; the patronagtstof General 
(afterwards Marshal) Wade, then stationed at 
Bath 5 and, in due course, the office of Bath Post- 
master, In tbis^' capacity he set about the much- 
needed task of reforming the^ very rudimentary 
postal service. In*' those days, the days of the 
first George, tstcept bVer certain radial routes to 
afid ftom the capitals of the three Wngdoms, 
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vm practically no tfaifsmi^ioit mails, 
and bye orli^tei^al cv>mmuntcation tjctween county 
and count) or toryi n and tov^^n^ of the. niost 
d4fetory and circuitous description. Although a 
Po$t Office Act of lyn had affimied scope for 
what are kiun^n as ^..icss-posts^’ itothjug much 
had becn^^don?.^ Ninv? yctsrs irtt r, Allen, btin^; 
then no more than sia and tw'^nty, took up the 
^vnrk* He obtained a con.c^bivii from the Gkv 
vernrnent tiiipoweiing him to establish better 
m< rhods, and virmrdly to rc-arrange, in these re- 
spects^ the eni'ie Ictlcr-can ying machinery of 
Kn^'hnid and Wales Fo»* tlvs he had to pay a 
iieai . annuli ‘ confide? ?t‘on \ and his fust essays 
were uily made r a ^oss. But in the end 
bis encig) and ivsource tiuimpheJ over evuy 
obstacle; and ahhough, on ''’ubsequ. ut rentwal 
of the cont. ct, ^he *'cm was laiscd, his piohts by 
degrees bcci|me so cons'dernblc as to make him a 
nci- man '^'By the simultaneous c^pl()Jtation of 

1 'A hvf 01 r^vay Lr^<r wotild bf a kiter pasiijng be- 
tween any two toxMi. on the Evn Rn i and 
short of London ---as, ior betw^'er Bath and 

Huugcrfc* I, between Hungerfoid ard Nfwburv, klween 
N. vs bury and F catling, and <.r or, ^ while a msayost letter 
►vouid h a } Mer ' n ssing born the Bath Road to some 
other- -as, fo/ instance, a 'etUr benneen bath .aod 6xf<wd.» 
(Jojet’s ‘Hi-io y o' the i’oet Odict/ *893, p ) 
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the vatuAble <|olitc quarii|| ^ H^unpton aiKl 
Coftibc Downs near Balh, nl nm only i^a^eriaTly 
increased hfs alrc|dy ample mean^ added to 
the architecfural b^uty of the town, while hife 
gcnerouo> use of his wealth earned him the merited 
reputation of a public '"benefactor. He died ip 
June 1 764, aged seveaty-one, ai3<fH bu>ied under 
a beautiful mausoleum in Claverto 1 churchysliru. 
He was twice married, his second wife, Elizabeth 
Holder, surviving 1 im. A monument was erected 
to him oil \ part of hiA estate, which is also a 
monument to the bad of his heir, Bii»hop 
Warbu* ton. 

With the hibtoriial ‘Bath stone’ of the re- 
opened queries at Combe and Himptou Downs 
js also JOrtnt( ted tipt funous mia *011 whirh 
must «lwa)s be remtnibcied with R Ipli Allen’s 
name. Fi many j cars his town icodcn e had 
been a Iv, * t to the roar of Y y^k Stieet in f ilb- 
put Alley (now p rt < I Noith Parauti Passagi^^F 

^ Td LjJhput iJIc J iHiputt'in historian ddights to 
j(Oiuk.,onc 1 \t,d ih( ttkbratcd billy i-ufi or the 
ti lu ilu Inllad- n >ngtis 

No inoi r hted 
r lu VoA^hirf cake or bun , 

Sued Mu“c of Pusnyt teiih me iion 
To mike a «Sa]l) Lun 



6 


fit Prior Park 


but in iatci life he migrated to J^ri )r Park, a house 
he-htil,buik on Widcdtnbc fidl, ahttle to the 
soi|th-ea 5 t of Bath, and commanding through a 
hollow a line vit;w of the city, four hundred feet 
below. Its origin on rhis wise. Bath stone 
was beginning to be used f.eeiy, not only for 
facing, and ornamentation, hut for building;’ 
and giadiially what is now known as modern 
Bath was '-lowly coming into shape and being. 
Queen Square, begun m 1728, was finished in 
1755, in which latter sca.r the North and South 
Parades were also completf d. But Bath stone had 
a formidable competitor in Poitland stone, and 
bitrei encniieo in the London architects, who 
enntemr/uoLLsIy compared it, in^di fc>r colour and 
dui^i^'uhry, to Cheshire cheese All these preju- 
dices Allen's patience had to overcome, not with- 
outdifficulty , and he rcsoVed to givetheadt cis^tiy 
an objcct-kibou in the matter by bujluinu;, in the 
uc'^Mxmrhood nf his Cornl e Down works, ii 

^ The houio m br John si Place now »s iht 

(tainck's Head, and once inliabitcd by Ricliaui Nash, 
was one of the tarhfst examples of Huh btoac decoration 
DeJany an.i Miss Berr) aftervi jrds bved in it Theie 
lA a tjood u prescatat on of it in J h. Meehan^'i intei eating 
‘I'amous Houses of Bath, etc ,7 *90 x, 41 — a work in 
which, following the precept of Linnaeus, the author has 
worthily commemorated lus locality. 



sumptuous maijstoit of Bat^ittosik^ which :^<iu!^ . 
not only exhibit the ^v<m|ility of the 

maligned material both fbr omamehtution and 
construction, but illus*^rate 'an ! crf‘mplifjr the 
^ Orders of Architecture in all their glory/ 
Modified, as might be expected, by afteMon- 
stdemtions, and ambitious in. the execution 
than in the-, concept ion, Prior l^ark was begun 
about 1735, Its election completely vnndic^ed 
the capabilities of oolite ^ while the concutreut 
construe^’ on uf fhe General, oi Mineral W^ter 
Hospital (1738-42), to which Allen, besides a 
donation of £Ly 0 O 0 , presented all the necessary 
stonework, ccrtamly did not dimmish the prestige 
of the proprietor oi the quaines. 

John Wood, the architect, and first of the 
name, who, it should also be stated, gave his pro- 
fessional services to the IIospiul gratis, describes 
Prior Park as consisting of <a Mansion House in 
the center, tuo Pavilions, and two WIn^f^ of 
Offices. \1! these are united by low buildings, 
and while th^ chief Part of the whole Line fronts 
the Body of the City, the rest face* the summit of 
Ma/'s namely — Mount Beacon, or Lans- 

down The fir£t part of this short description 
suggests a superficial affinity to Stowe,' and pro- 
^ Ve posi^ ♦ Eightetmth-Century Stowe ^ ' 



€o oth^r f ighteentliKeiHury country-se^ts* 
Tl|e stri^tu/^^ iij the Cornithian nyle oh 

a rustic feaisiement, occupied 150 out of the laoo 
t ii%{ the frontage, and ro^e from a tetrace'" too 
feet beloiy the summit of Combe Down. The 
entrance was in the south front; on the north 
front, or gaidcn side, stood a '^tately six-column 
l>ortlcci, intended by designof to nVal and'even 
excel that erected foi Sir Richard Child, at Wan- 
stead Hou^e in Essc>, by Campbell of Gicenwich 
Hospital, one of the most determined detractors 
oi Batji, Stone. Between Its Ionic pillars were 
balui.ti *c 5 cs con\eitmg the whole into an alfresco 
pavilion from which li was pos^jhlr at once to 
enjoy the air and the magnificent view of distant 
Batbd Below the terrace on which the house 
was built, tjit giound sloped gradually in lawn 
and bids, while a ^pnng from the summit, 

fa}Uf»g caaful lapses and contrived cascades, 

found Its wav at last into a lake, well storked 
with fish, about a quaiur of a m le di:>tarit. At 
the head of fins lake there was, as at Stowe, ? 
Palkdnn Bridge, a copy by Richard Jones, Allen's 
factotum :aid clerk of the works, of that erected 
by Lord Pemoruke at Vl^^iltun in Wdtshne. Jones 
was also responsibR ioi the west wmg of the 
^ See the ff'' to this volume 
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h0u$e which ifas 1iii{|hcdi|i ^^A|en had dis- 
pensed mth the serviotfe^orhi *<)!rigiiui architect 
Wood^ who died" in 1754. I'o cdinnietc *the re- 
sembh'nce io Stowe, it m^y be added that, m 
1754^ Mn after the erection of the Palladian 
Bridge, Prior Pari was visited by the Prmccss 
Amelia; apd Aften^ retiring hunself in another 
scat he "had at We) mouth, surrendered the 
to hi> iilustr*r»i<> guest. But there »s no record 
that he elected a Doric \rch in Her RoyaHBtg|j| 
ne.sA nonour; nor on this occasion had^she any 
V^^aipclc in her suite to play Polortius, and 
chrcnicle htr diversions. 

Pnoi Paikj apparently, was not like Stowe, a 
treasnre-housc of work* of or even a museum 
of curiosities. But it is nearly as memorable by 
Uh visitor?, some of whom, fur example — Pitt 
und Pop^*, weie c >mnum t^ both places. The 
fnst-comei, in point of time, us wtll as ai pjomin- 
ence, was Pope. Pope’s relations wuh Allen 
were, however, mote cicditablc to the host than 
the liuest; and they constitute uae of the “more 
cquuocal ch ipien of Pope’s equivocal biography. 
They cover the last eight yearb of his life, and 
au-e out or the issue, from * Curd’s rhaste press,’ 
of his s^)-called spurious or pirated correspond- 
ence. With this, it will be ^remembered, Pope 
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professed be indignant, aKhoiigh in reality he 
3,0 accessary. Aller, one .>f whoso most en- 
-iging qualities, in addition s’Tijplicity, seems 
^ hav., been a genuine vei«ciat«<^n ioi goodness, 
was struck by the highly cdi/vuig sentiments 
which the lettcis expressed; and in order to 
le then*- leprodr tF>n in authciitic form, wrote 
in Pope ofTciing to pay the con <»f a new edition. 
?op^» replied mth polite ambigmty, pionusuig to 
u/ad lumself o ^ AhuPs proposal, should jt become 
r eu’S'-an. ThcitJyc o AuenbusietlhimseUactivci) 
in tolii .ing subscript ion«= to the folio and quarto 
r r A 737. His ?'tvoca:v was vei^^ genmiie 
and ^tiecrivc\ an I inuccd there everj re .>011 
to believe that, as siigg^ ted fcv ihc poet lamsclr 
m o. of his unpubl.^hcd h^rtco m Allen now 
m tlic Lnnsh Museuia,’ lu enthusiasm supplnd 
rathci moit of tnc sub'-ertpr^mps than assi^oied 
to Ins n.Oi«c In any case, iliis marks the begin- 
mrg of the ^r-endsbq) betv/ecn the Man of Bath 
and the Haul.’ Pope, who was a 

pionur m me matter of landscape gardening, 
went on to advise Alien in the laying-out oT Prior 

’ Qiiotanoh® troin thrst letups (E c 1947), v>hich 
extend from 1736 to 374.?., yvere U, ^or the first nme, 
m voj ii. of* Ueoigt Pa&ton’s' * Mj Pope . His life and 
Timeb, 1909 
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Park, in progress; return' fcon** 

tributed curb isincrustatS 6 ^nsan 3 jf^rit^rateAytones 
from the Combe Domu quarries fo tbat fkmoqs >' 
^rotto by the Thames which was the plaything 
of Pope’s declining days Pope sept Surrey pine- 
apples, and Allen replied with Somerset waters. 
Ip 1738 Alien form*»^ly visited Pope at Twicl^n- 
ham; and the Kbvember of the^ following year 
found the poet domiciled ar Prior Park^ rhe- 
toricallv r'ijoicing over his remoteness both from 
the Babel of London that other mimic Babel 
of Bath, which he was enabled to survey, in the 
true Lucrt‘t an fr^hion, from Allen’s specular 
portico. He must have enioyed hiiiiself im- 
menscl)^, foi Alicit and hii» wife were models of 
consideuite hospitality. On all matters horticul- 
tui<d Pope’s viord was law; and Pope had an 
entertainer who was ako unlv too wJling to par- 
ticipate in any philanthropic proposal. One of 
those fur u horn lie secured Alien’s asrisrance wa^ 
ihc unsativsfic ory Richard Savage, whom his 
suiFcnng friends were endeavoming to establish 
m ’^Vales; and the Museum conespondence 
shows pretty clearly that half Pope’s contribution 
of twenty pounds for this purpose- was quietly 
furnished by Allen’s munificence* Xo this un- 
obtrusive quality we owe Pope’s nordrious refer- 
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cnce to hK host in the dialo^lie which afterwards 

o Xiiiije ihso fiht * Epilogue to Satires r* 

'■'F 

JU-t Juw-^born Al.t£K, with in awkwaid shame,* 

Do good by >uikh, and ’olufeh to find if fame, 

Allen’s p^v^'ifcc \icvss of rfns couplet are not on 
recorii. tint, despite’ the riJinir.tHc and antithetic-^ 
ot the saoiui luie, he n^ust have been 
Cal ^ou^ty tonst-tuced nc diJ n(*t rc 2 'ard the 
'l4vr^b^^n' even marc unhappy than 
that of ‘ OUT hu!c bard ’ which Johnstai applied to 
GolJ^mith in ^he first <usmn of the Piolcgue to 
\hc 'Gi>v)dNatu»'’dMa.K’ ?ncl thoa^h Pope, perhaps 
\Vith «:ome ‘ awkward shame ’ his Ov*ni> after- 
v/ards clumped * iow-botn ’ to ** h amble/ it diffi- 
cult to bthc\e that Aihn can cv^.r hu\c been 
extravagantly gratified But though he wa** n<u 
a iitghly uwUcJ men, ‘h* had instinctively ac- 
quired that vntuc of retr^ncc which, in ^vjch 
junctures, the true philosopher exhibits or ^mu- 
lattes. He preserve. d a discnct Mlence^ only re- 
doubluigj if possible, his good offices o tactless 
panegyiist. 

When Pope firs^^ went u> Prior Park, hts main 
regret, he told ‘blameless liethel/ had been the 
absence of Ins fayotiritc, ]\Iartha Bkniut, In April 
1743, that lady io<!f her nvdhcn and August at 



4 j; 

futtv 

agreement pUce aTtj^ imi|fe(t^^ely be- 
tween Mrs. Allen Zfd Mi$i BJoun? which ^|l]jir- 
ried Po|^ preciij^tely to'I/OriS* Bathuf»t^s, and 
brought about a bre j<?h whiclb,^ opt Pope’s sidcj^ 
was never ivhoUy repaired. It Is ljut jtpt m uj 
that Miss Blount was evidently 19 poor health j 
an^ that^ m addiiioja to her recent bereavemelit^ 
she had vexatious domestic difficulties. Xhe 
ongia of tic Mptati has never been definitely 
ascertained. Whether^ from the beginning, Mrs. 
AI 1 ( n was prejudiced against her feminine guestj 
wh( thcr Alivs Biount was more than oniinarily 
untunaHe atid cxinmg;^ or whether the sug- 
gested proxima<“e cause was the lefusa! of Allen, 
who had ju>t been Ma)or of Bath, to lend the 
flit Patty Ins coach to caiiy her to Mass, will 
♦low proba^**!^ never be known. What seems cer- 
Mm — ^thit matters^ had bccomt perilously 

* in any ca%,«, sne must always have been a somcwhit 
thfhcun guest In a letter written from Stowe b) Lady 
SufioJk m September X7|^, she tliat Lurd Cohham 

I a ^ U put to » ♦ueb im onvemenee i»Wmg to Miss Blo^int^s 
ren ai Stoiye of friends of ^he|t w hoy|;b^gh neigh* 
hours were not uu umng hit, (* huifolk qorr / 

II X4.1) 
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stmmi. Pope,^ quitting Pnor Park in ^ crisis of 
nervous irniation, had lcj[t his lady friend to follow 
could. However well he might wish his 
Mr^. Allen had suddenly become * an im- 
pertinent minx and Warburton, who was ini- 
pheated, ‘ a sneaking parson,* It was Warburton, 
verthel|»bs, wno, later, effected a reconciliation; 
and between Pope and the Aliens, at all events, 
the old cordiality appeared to be renewed. A few 
mcrith*^ afterwards Pope died; but though by the 
Will which he executed in Dtcenibcr 1 743, he 
left Allen pan of lii^ hbi€iry'‘and 4150, the man- 
nci of the money bequest still betrays a residue of 
lancoai, I'he sufh named, said the testator, wa^, 
to iht bc-t o{ bis calculation, what ht. had re- 
ceived troiT) A’Vn, partly tor his own, and prt^ tl> 
lor ciianrable uses, Allen promptly handed over 
the money to t^c Mineral Wa or H capital (as in- 
deed Pope had suggested) merely ienia’‘lcmg la- 
conically that his friend was always a bad 
accountant; and that a cipher added to the 
figures would have more accurately represented 
the amount of the obiii£atiaft,^ He also took into 

^ The Wat burton ct took place In Septeml^tr 1743, 
and the will h dateu latb 0 ecfiiil>er toHowing, It was 
tnnjectured, peihaps not unnaturaUf; ^tlat Miss Blount 
was at the bottom of the stroke at Allen, but the lady 



*% 

Ilia aen'ice PopeV^figthW S«|ii, 

who had been adeq^etel/^bol^eilllpr '^ot liber- 
ally, providedifor byhia iato* inasterv;Popo'lM«i 
left him /lOO uud n jreai’s wages, t Allen gave 
him a second hundred and a home. 

Of Warburton, already mentioned more than 
once, It is now time to apeak* At the dj^te of 
Pope’s death he had been some two years an 
habitat ot Prior Park, for admission to which he 
was indebted to Pop^'. In 1741 he was a midvilt>- 
aged Lincolnshire clergyman of no great cmin-- 
ence, although he had alrc*4 ’y published the fiibt 
pirt of )ms famous contphurinn tn ‘i^cf^nc 
controversy, th<5 ‘ Divine Legation of Moses/ 
Hut his* championship of the ‘Essay on Man’ 
ag’uist tiiobc who questioned its ortliodoxy, had 
<-tongly cndcured him to Pope; and when, m the 
, ar Ia>t mf^iuioned, his proposal to visit Pope at 
I'wickfuh.jn reached the poet at Widcombe, 
JV.pe, then wrestling with the new ‘Dunciad,’ 
eagerly avaih'd mrnself of Allen’s police proposal 
that Warbuit<Mi should jom them. ‘ 'Phe uorthy 
man who l> the rnadter of it [Pi lor Park],’ he 
wrote enthuMasucally to Warburtoii, ‘invites you 

this to Spence. She asserted on the contriry that 
she Ind tamJy endeavoured to proem c* ii^ withdrawal 
(‘ Antcdotts, etc iSao, p. 557). 



Prior ^ark 

in 'the strongest terms ; mit i$ one who would 
treat^ou with love and veneration, rather than 
the world calls civility and regard. He is 
inoftre and plainer than almost any man now in 
this world, **antiquis monbus.” ... It is Just the 
best season. . . . You will want no servant here. 
Ycmr rocrni will be next to mine, and one man 
will serve us.’ And theu follows a passage on the 
amenities oif Prior Park. ‘ Here is a library and a 
gallery ninct} feet long to walk in, and a coach 
whcaevei you would take the air with me,*' 
(Allen it may be noted, seldom used a 

coach ur5lo^^ he went beyond Bath.) The invita- 
tion thus given was the making of Waiburti'r.. 
He btcame a regubi visitor to Prior Park, 
preached a\ its chapei/ ingratiated himself with 
its opeu-h'iiided proprietor, contr!\ed to obtain 
the hand of Miss Gertrude Turkir, Allen’s 
favourite niece, and «.vtnfually, thiough his new 
friend’s influence with Put, then Member for 

’ ' Coi‘e^popaMAC,%bv BUm and Courthope, 

r,. (jlSSu), Pi . 22 

^ In Nfo^^emKr he there a sermon 

< occasjonf'd b> rhe prcseni >mnaturu rebellion/ v^hich 
was printed. The large folio B.ble used in Prior Park 
Chapel, it may be added, w.s that presented to Pope by 
Aucibuty at then last m the Tender (Hihs 

Johnson's ' tives. of the Pons/ m (lyos), p J41 ) 



Bath, <rf ibk Bfehop 

Gloumtcr, From tWs titoS fciwaJp^t^fi;!tuiiliy 
resided at Prior Pa|lc; 

Warburtdfi and his wife 

With rc^cn»^on, on Mrs* 4 oatjl;fi the 

Wtdcomhe and Ckv^rton estated!'^* ^ 

Warburton, foP ^all good Wrdtinp,' can 
scarcely be^cltscribed a$ a v^ry attri^t^'vfe person- 
ality. evident!)' could be, whenever he chose, 
c*xcccdingly conriiatc ry and agreeable; he could 
also be, ana he frequently Was, in Controversy e^- 
prtiallj, msufferaWy rcugii, overbearing and 
ibusi\t Pr^^pcious exfi^rnallv, it ts not impos- 
s.nK that his pro^pert) had its JMwb4ck>. His 
n,aj«cd hfe, aicotdina to h’s biographers, Wiis 
noi (I5II1C , an i eveJlWhcn he /li^r made AIicn% 
piamMnct, ht must have ujd premonitions of 
I lit iJ]-he«d ) vidiich hnall^, like bwift\ killed 
i im tn tniU dto). At Prior Park he doubtlcs*. 
tvhibued both aspect'^ ot his ^disposition. To 
^ Ihn, uhoni ho ifcuumely respected, and to 
uliorn he was nound by the 8tronge«^t ties ot 
grat tud , he \va«* umJormlj defeiential and 
amiable. He regarded him, he says in one of his 
ktrcf , as ^ the greatest character m any of 
the world. . . . Chantv is hut a small part of his 
virtues, 1 have studied his character c’ tn m.Jic - 



fintf ont:whcre th^ wt:ikncs$ lies* But 
I lia^^.studi«d[ in vain.’i Even a large doluction 
fi^artiality would still leave thiV laudation* And 
the sincerity of his devotion by defend- 
ing his benefactor strenuously when he was at- 
tacked. On the other hand^ it is quite likely that 
to those Who had less claim on him he was offen- 
sively patroiuising and arrogant; and it is con.^ 
soling to think that he sometimes rnet his match. 
Quin, the actor^ fol^cxample, who was by no 
mcan<i mclmed to be suppressed by the ‘ saucy 
and who had, moreover, an inconvenient 
habu of blunt repartee before which Warburton’s 
erudition was powerless, sometimes effectively 
mnted^him. Once, when they were discussing 
the e^cecution of Chaticsl, which Qum upheld, 
Warburton asked loftily by what law he was 
condemned, and Quin retorted : ‘ By all the law 
which be had left m the landP The Bishop 
could find no rejoinder. On another occasion 
when Warburton sought to accentuate Quin’s 
Calling by insidiously asking htm to rrcite some- 
thing, Quin, yielding to pressure, selected a speech 
of Pierre in Otway’s* Venice Preserv’d/ contain- 
ing the i^issage ; 

^ men 

Are the i<kt^ ea>> cushion^ on which Inaves 
Kepose and latten — 



AtSf^ ParH 


‘ ulouthuig oiM: hk ygj ! w«tb sticii 

qr^fUibtftkabb^ appKcatfcwt to Atkin zn^NV ai^bwrtm 
that^^ tie lattcf ncVer agaia m ubled l^fTt for u 
fttbte his quality as an eloe^ilfonist/ 

Qum and Warbiittoa weie anhpatbctic; aitd 
It is knovirh tfiat the se' jTer strokes m 

ChurchilPs raerc'less castigation oi in 

‘ The Duellist ' are haseu on the bons tAots of the 
actor. But Warbixrtoii an 4 Qtnn have broken 
our chronolo'-cica! ^ctiueace^as the next important 
of Allen’s guests is undoubted!) Fielding, qn 
whose relations with Pope and Allen the unpub* 
hshed con espondetice m the Br'tish Museum 
throws a fresh light — a tight whicii justihes ns m 
drawing *out thoA- relations rather more minutelig 
I ban hitherto. Pope’s earlier connection Wft^S 
Fithlmg IS obscure. In one of Fielding’s love- 
vcrses to Cha,rlotte Cradock, bespeaks of the poet 
'swett P',v,’ which proves nothing. Pope 
commented on a passage m * Tom Thumb’; and 
Fidding referred obliquely to Pope m the Cov- 
en" Garden Tnaget^d When ‘ Pasquin’ appeau d 
in April 1 736. Pope was one of the audience — 
according to the ‘ Grub Street Journal ’ But the 
sucuDiy is no better than Bardolph’^i;, fnd tne 
statement besides was promptly cotltradicted. 

^ Tohft 7'aylor, * Records of my Jufed 1, S6. 
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k/ ^rUr i^Lrk 

Fom years later thk ^Champion’ was pratsjng 
Pop€f* Ihzd^' Which th$i writer of the paper (ap-. 
pire&y to meet the allegations of the enemy 
that’^^Pope ignorant of Greek) declared;^ in 
emphatic typogrJ^phy, he had^ ‘ with m Disad- 
vantage U the ^ ranslator^ COMPARED with 
Ofig^nniy In Februaiy 174 a, appeared 
^Joseph Amhev-'S," Book III, chap, vi, of which 
brings in both Pope and Allen. *Some gentle- 
men of our cloth’ [/.<.% ‘skips’ or footmen], says 
Joseph, ‘report chantaKle actions done by their 
lords ,m<l masteis, and I have heard Squire Pope, 
fhe gieat pnet, at my lady’s table, tell stones of a 
man that lived at a place called Ross, and another 

at the Bath, one A1 A1 — — I fSrgec his 

1?i|ipne, but ’t IS in the book of verses [Pope’s 
^“Satires”]. Thi* gentleman hath built up a stately 
bouse too, which the squire hkes very well; but 
nis charity is seen farther than his house, though 
it stands on a hdl, ay, and brings him more hon- 
our too. It was his charity that him m the 
book, where the squire says he those who 

deserve itj and to be su*-e, as he fivds among all 
the great people, if there were any such, he would 
khow thw/ 

This, ,%o all appearance, is the first mokrion of 
Allen by Fielding? and it suggests that lidding 



had hearS Aifen’l Po|>e* 

a suhsoqv^nt lat^tcr fSpcm*B^ t6 Alten Jsj, 
howcver/a i»p<4cific rtfer<yrj^c tc> Fi^jraW»£^ * Field- 
in ; has sent the BooJts yoi| «tllwcrijtel ioi]%y the 
Hand I eniployed in conjejring th^ 

In one chapter th : ^etrotid he ha^paid you 
a pretty Complfmertt your JHfo^se/ At 

first sight this mtght seem to relate lib the fore-^ 
going passage from < Joseph Andrews^* which 
speaks both of Allen, and Ins dwelling-place. But 
Pope’s letter is datet} April, ^743, nv>rc 
than a ycai after the issue of P'ielding’s 'first 
novrh which beside^i was not subscribed for, but 
had been *'old outright to Andrew Millar TTlie 
refererifsi is thereturc to the ‘^Miscellanies/ whic^ 
i\e!C K$ued m April 1743 ^ and the * compli- 
ment ’occvis ,jf p. ^42 of the second volume of 
these, in chap, v ol the Lucianic ^Journey from 
this World to ric Next,’ ett. Contrasting rhe 
nnny ‘nob^e Paiaecs ’ on the load to Greatnm^ 
With the absence of them on the road to Go<^ims%^ 
Fielding romaiks Ithat m the latter thoioughferc 
♦bcic was ^scarce a handsome Bmlduig^^vave one 
gnats V resemHiiip a certain House hy the 
This* is clearly the passage indicated bv Pope, who 
him.clf irccive'4 a tribute further on iii chap, viii, 
p, 6 u where Hornet is ^id ^ to have a^ked much 


1 



^2 ^AiPri9r Piark 

after Mr. and^said he Was v 6 rf dfeshrous bf 
i nhg him : for that he 1 \ad read his ^ Iliad iit his 
fsUlIktion with as^much delight, he 

I d he had given ot!<or. in the Original/ The 
' :me chapter contains a rcfeichce to Warburton. 

To what exTCiit these citations imply direct 
♦ntertouHe between Allen and F/eiJing is doubt- 
iui, < 3 nd it ts iioiable that nuthei Alien nor Pope 
appears in the of subscribers to the ^ Mtscch 
hnjc"/ It m h. that the story of the £20-- - 
wnii <>11 r^dd ^onaUiphcr^ — ‘he souric ofDcr- 
* \hat Alien sent Ficldfnu a present 

rj* o ‘ Ij fore he pcrsotwlly knew him/ for 
I}crncK,,wh.; bhirrdett badly m another, part of 
Vbi* verj passage, xahnot ^/r^gzpd tJ as very 
‘Bitt' Fielding Whatev’er may bavt 
pt'eyJo^s tothepi»bhca,tiob^‘ ih<> 

\\*'T h since, 

as we now know, h.s n’^ cd theu n Nrit^eni- 
IH 2 ! of that yfviii Mid in th( mtiervar which 
elapsed behvx ihc iVuc of ‘ Tom ‘Jones in 
Februar" I74Q^ a period of anasual stress^ ill- 
health and prh he imi^t often have visited 
Bath. ji admitted Uutt he lived for ^omc tfuic 
in the hoiBe at Twerton, alrcMd} referred to/ 

** * ^ L?ttr*rfid 17^/, n, Q4. 

^ * This, now as Lodg*/ si autheune- 
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M diniilg 
the Rev* iLiehard 
that clc^r^feeo^j^^ SfftfWfi Q< 
is a crediWe witrtei$*^ Other plaeesM Bddb 
dated with the l^iUjgiwjss ^ the book ^jMs#Wid- 
combe HousC) tim h uhe rf eeillieefctfins,* 

the BennetS) wA whom |‘kldmg’« 
ance seems to go back to the tniie of Mb CQOil^ 
ships he must have oiren resided with Mk 
sister Sarah in her little cottage in Church Laiie» 
now transformed into Widcombe Lodge, and 
tabletcd as a site h<; once haimte'd. During aU 
this time It IS blear that he was in frequent com^ 
munication with Allen $ and that he was indehlCH^ 
to him for repeated kindnesses^, which he, on 
side, acknowledged with ail the ungrudging gra* 
titude which was part of bis laige and impulsive 
nature.' 


ited by an imcsiption placed on it by the good offices 
oi Mr. E. G. N4t8h of Twerton. 

‘ Fielding^s cnginal agieement with Andrew Millar 
for the coyyr ght of * Tom Jones, and his autograph 
i^cetpt for £ 600 ^ were sold at Sotheby^s m June 191 1 for 
^1^615, the late Mr. Hath havmg paid Sotheran ^ia 124, 
toi them in 1S6S. The author’s *ntiTe gain for the dx 
vr>lumes was £700, as Millar afterwards dded £too, in 
view of the success of the book. 


H 


Ai Prior Park 


it is true that ‘ Tom Jone#* r$ inscribed not to 
Alien but to George Lyttelton; and that, by 
Fielding’s dedicatory Pretacc, a third patron, the 
Duke of Bedford, is assocuted with the triple 
' p^Ttureof a truly benevr^ltut Mind ’ after which, 
fn drawing the Allwoith} of the novel, he had 
been endeavouring. From Bedford and Lyttelton 
he,, had certainly received pecuniary help ; indeed, 
he not only nu' -cates I/yttelton as the sole be- 
gfetter of the uook, but expressly declares that 
he {Fielding) ^ pa.tly owed his Existence to hmF 
during much of the time occupied m Its com- 
position, ^ Tom ] ones’ is nevertheless full 
of references to Allen, and if the book docs 
not piedsely depict Prior Park, it is from ir> 
teirace that Allworth} surveys the sunrise; and 
the leading traits of Allworthy are the leading 
traits of Allen. Kindliness, simplicity, modesty, 
unpretentious generosity —these are ail the merits 
of Allwoithy, and they are also the merits of 
Alien, Sometimes the dcscriplion is literally 
transferable. The following, for instance, is quite 
unsuited to Bedford and Lyttelton, while itjs ex- 
actly true of Allen : ‘ Though he had missed th^ 
advantage ofaltarnei educanon, yet Ixeing blessed 
with va«!tnatural abilities, behad so well profA<:d by 
a vigorous, though late application to letters, and 



^tPiUorPwk m 

'f'* ^ 

by much convcrs^i^n Vit^^ il^f eminenc^^ 
this way, that he *Vas Wm^f a^iNcrj^compctcnt 
judge m most kinds of literature/* *M6f<2tover^ in 
Book VIII, chap. -i,^ Fielding, ^th^Tlgh without 
naming Allen, daws his character at fiiB. "It is 
too lengthy to quote and wc have ofilj^ room for 
a passage borrowed frotA^ an earliei page, whiefi 
tlifows a light on the unconventional hospitalities 
of Prior Park. After referring to" those hosts to 
whom their literary guests are little more than 
dependents, dr servlints out of livery, the ailthof 
goes on : ^ On the contrary, every person in thS 
house was perfect master of his own time^ ^hd 
as he nT|igbt at his pleasure satisfy all his appetites 
within the restrictions only of law, virtue, and 
leligionj sc he might, if hfe health required, or 
his inclination prompted him to temptrant^e, or 
even to abstinence, absent himself from any 
meals, oi retire from them henever he was so 
disposed, without even a solicitation to the con- 
trary : for ftidecd, such solicitations from superiors 
always savour very strongly of commands. But 
here all were free from such impertinence, not 
only thotie, whose company is in all other places 
cbtecmcd a favour from their equ^ity ut fortune, 
but even dioi>e whose indigent * circumstances 
^ * Tom Joac«d Book I, chap. a. 



malcesuch an eleemosynarfifeode convenimt to 
tliem, and who are the^fore le^s weicome ta> 
grdtl man’s table because they are most in need 

llt^ding when Balli continued to frtq^nt 
Pri(^ Parfc,^ and he had not exhausted his grati- 
tude'^to AUwoithyj’ io whom^ two years 
iat^^^^tifscribed'^ Amelia/ We have always re- 
gard^ ibiW tribute as a model of the dignified 
style in dedication. Jier^ in their first fashion, 
atbettte portions which relate^ to Allen: ‘The 
best Man is the properest Patron such an at- 
tempt. This, 1 believe^ will' be readily granted 5 
nor will the public Voice, I think, bp more 

^ * Tom Jones,' Book I, chap, it, 

Thtrt is token of this in the trensorious uttcran<» of 
Hutd to Bal^y in 1751, in which he speaks of having 
duifid there on the previous day [lith Mareh] with Pkld- 
ing, whom he characterise® as * a poor emadated, worn- 
out lake, whose gout and |nf rmities have, got the better 
even of his BuffoonOiy.® Warbs^Ahn^s servlte biographer, 
then a yontig man, llfed appatditly not yet acquired the 
charity whieh^latorjnade him theadmiratton of Bathonian^. 
In Mardi i7H,J!ieldiisg bad,, iwt iong befare, been dan- 
gc^tonriy fill »nd if he was a martyr to gout, so was Pitt. 
Mtn^eover^ at tins date he was an active and energetic 
magistrate, whose philanthropic pamphlets were by no 
means < buffoonery/ and whi^e latest novel was ^ Tom 
Jones/ 



would tbiitfk it 
Afttit sojring 


Aft^ wyiog %i4flifi|f SffliT|at *k«!«iilii^he'<bl- 
stnne Stile' of a t^.miiiEimssAtKrt* lie f ^ ei^ 
‘I liave n<lt tlniir 4isi*i|l|>tesigni^^ tifmth 
nor wd! I borro«r hota^^ v^rjr 

long may it 4be before^^^most d^dfiil Cirqam-* 
stance Shalt make it possiWe for any Fon to 4mw 
aju^t nifd true ChUi^cter of^urself^ with<^ m- 
cumng a Stispicioii of Flattery in the Boi^s^of 
the Malignant. This Tatsk, therefore, I siiaU 
defer tijl that jJay (if 1 -should be sa unfortunate 
as ever to see it) when every good Man sbaUimy 
a Tear for the Satisfaction of his Curiosity j a day 
vrhich at present, 1 believe, there is but one good 
S|j»n in the World who can think of with Un- 
cotttern/ * 

NotwithstkncHttg that the ownot of Prior Park 
was an edder man than Fielding, the ^ ju$t and 
true Character* was never coi^pc^ed, for Ralph 
Allen survived the novelist^ some ten years* Btit 
be extended his benevolent protection to Field* 


iitg's family, one of whom ^ras ni^i 
him; and although he resignccl th 


AHep afc^r 
the execution 


and a'dministration of Fielding’s will, he is said 


2®^' Ai Brier Park 

i 

to made a ‘verj^ libcrSl annual donatioh’ 
towards th^ education iff his children“"-a state* 
nicntisupported by the fact that he left three of 
them|ks well as theif’ aunt, Sarah, j^ioocach. 

Fiddin^ had been dead three years, and Pope.^ 
thirteen, before we hear of the next great Visitor 
to Piior Path, William Pitt, later Earl of Chatham. 
Allen had no dftubt made PitPs acquaintance be- 
fore 1757, wheh^he became Member for Bath; 
and their friendship continued until Allen’s death. 
Whether, as there is some ground for supposing, 
Allen actually paid Pitt’s election expenses or 
whtther he did not, there can be little doubt that 
Allen’s local influence, and power with tjhe civic 
authorities, materially contributed to Pitt’s suc- 
cess; and that the relations of the two men were 
honourable to both. Unluckily, towards the close 
of Allen's life, those relations weie troubled by a 
passing disagreement between the Great Com- 
moner and hii> constituents. Pitt regarded* the 
Peace of Pans, which closed the Seven Yeais’ 
War, as * inadequate, ’ and he had said so in 
Parliament. When he was subsequently invited 
to present to the King address from the Mayor 
and Corporation of Bath in which it was qualified 
as ^adequate/ be natuialiy di^rhned to do so ; and 
as Allen honestly admitted his responsibility for 



the peccant epithm the cmpsif- 

Tossing. B4weer^,%tani AH#, ij^ev^rv^matters 
happily smoothed over |sriihoa%fo^ of self- 
respect on either side,*^ At Allcn*s he left 
Pitt /[i^Qoo as *a I^t instance of his friendship 
and grateful regard for the best of friends, as well 
as the most u[»r|ght and of Miifisters that 
has adorned our Country/ ^ Pitt, on hi'^ side, wrote 
to Allei/s w^ow of her dead husband in terms 
of the warmest aflFcction and esteem. But of h^s 
actual visits to Ali^^s house no record remains. 
There was no piout poet to sing of Pitt at P'*»Dr 
Parle AS Thomson sang of Pitt at Stowe. 

Pope, Fielding, Put — these mL the most snb- 
'^tantiaf 8hadow’“s of the Prior Park guest ^ 
others we get little more than passing glimpses. 
Of Warbiirton, Giavc^, Quin, Hurd, and even 
Sarah Fj^dJing, the most has been said that is 
known. Tliere seems to be an impression that 
Sterne was one of the visitors. But the picture 
of him painted by Gainshoroiigh/ anothei 
AlleiPs fntnus, and now in the Peel Park Museum 
at Salford, was not executed until after Allen’s 
death. Of Ricbaidson, who is also said to have 
sat to Gainsborough, and who manied the sister 

^ Peach, *X.tk and Timea of Ralph' Allen,' 1805, 
pp. T76-9 



AH' Jhier hark 

Ilf the bookseller M(hose back-parlottr 

m tho Walk® by Lillipeit A^y was^a rallying- 
the literati^ there is a-tlriltary md 
v^^harac^ten^ti^ aneedote*^ It is he is 

rilled to have tittered the mciniSw*|^or^ 
.'’JF^jnty^yeaA ago I was 
in Britain, now i^^ad^ned to the 
company of m the Rtnj^om/ 

^ #as goiilg to dine at Prior Paik ! ^ Thomas 
jK4watd$,of ^‘Canons of Criticism,’ Richardson’s 
friend and and af Greek scholar bold 

enough to cross swords Wflh Warburton, was 
anothci of tile group ; glso was that most 
dapper of Dukes,, the Fainch envoy, Nivemais, 
wearing np doub^^^g.iJi^fextremcly dirninutivt 
person the qktrfemj wi fifeinutiyc hat which he 
had^ brouj^ which Anstey in 

the Bath the mark of a 

^Beau names might be added. 

But the to pause upon are those 

^OFlJi^ by Derrick, on( 

of Hash’s thC'Cenj^nonies. 

Aihm he J&rlmys as ^a very graved well-looking 
old nmn,, plaji|4pii^ dress, it^emblmg that of a 
Quaker, and courteous in his behavioui .... His 
wife is low [ue^ of stature], with giey hair, of a 
’ Oram, * Th« Tnfleis, r8o6, p. fiil 



At Phi*)r Pafk 31 • 

veiy pteifig fw 

m hfisr j&voui'/J Om*mmts^ i>£ 

tiial:^ kimcdjr pair; liiit^thoi<5?*l|rfc^ dfss|re 

fiifther^to ^ Mr* Allworthy ’ 

Wiliinda Hoaro*^ pjcjtul^ fn that Hospital at Bach 
to which AUco -was so muniBtCmt a patron, 

* * LisitcM/ 1757,^1, 5^4. 



THE PORTRAITS QF 
, CARMONTEILE . 

A t Suawbeny-nill^ in rho sunny Blue 
^BrcakbTt Rof^m <^>verlooking the Thames 
with its'solemn, slow-mi^ving Kirges, hung many 
memeutocs vf Hoiace Waip(}k's fnends and p»*t- 
ddettrb There were prmts of Lady Mary 
Coke, Hervey, and Mason the poet; thcie 
wks a wsketch of h'ontcm'iU-; was n poitratt 

of Voitrre eei out in card by HaK-rt cf Geneva. 
These -Wait a painting bv RagiTnti of the Hotel 
de' Carnavalet ^in la rut Coukure bt. Catherine^ 
at Pan / now an Histoncal Museum, but once 
the icbfdetitc of Mme, de h^vigne; and there was 
cngraviiij^ minutt.y icpruducing Mmc, ilu 
DefFaud’s jocm and her favt^unf^ cats, a taste m 
* winch she nvdied her ccuit^mpbran , Mmt. 
He!v4tin« Bu» Uk* picture that litre rro<t mv 
mediately sConcenu us o.as j wa^hetl drawu'g jn 
w'hich a young, ainUiriaiK -looking wc^mari, in 
the * iobe ray £ ‘ of the pernnk w as shown present- 
ing a doll to an old lad) m a inlkd hood-<;ap, 



tj» o/ 

w|io»^!)ed ip Jk 

ifnm uklng hW hmds to p 

l%tf figam stem for two of 
mtnA% the Duchesse de Choisetd* the vo^f^l 
beautuul wife ^of I^mfe the FifteeWmS tr^inie 
^nd Mmc* du Befiand, then more^tban 
seventy years old, Mme^ du Deftand DadMong 
been Mind j but was stil! possewd of extraordinary 
viiraelly dnd feverish interest In Hfe. Her own 
grandmother bad been a Duchesse de Choisculi 
and in ailm^on to thn^ she was lu^cubtomed t9 
call the existing Duchess * Gnnd’maman/ while 
that lady on her side addressed her septuagenarian 
friend as her * petite-fille/ Hence, appar^tly,what 
Walpole styles the ^joli badinage de la potipfe^* 
Not long after his second visit to Paris^ the two 
ladies had sent him their combined portraits by the 
haijds the French Ambassadoi, the Marqui** 
du Chli^ct* ""I'hat of the eldCi lady was held >6 
be excellent* Nothing could be so * exactectcnt 
vrai au pled de b lettre.* * Vous Ates ici per- 
sonae, je vous p^rle, et il ny manque qae voU:c 
impatience a i epondre says HoriM’e in his 
English-French* Her * Tonneau’ was her 
‘‘o-calied * Tub ^ or gieat chair), her furniture, he^^- 
environment, were all faithfully givqn* ^‘Jamais 
une idde ne s’est si bien rend^icV On t)be other 
- P 
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hand, the portrait of Mn^. de Choiseul, whom 
Walpole professed to ^^icimire extravagantly^ was 
.reckoned a failure. 'That ‘queen of an allegory/ 
as he called her, liacl lost hes beauty andTdistinr- 
tionj and prortibI\ a good deal which, in those 
days, when expression played so large a pan in 
personal charm, could not possibly be tran^fe^rcd 
ti paper or canvas. Even it the artist had suc- 
ceeded, as he lucl with Mine, du Deffand-^who, 
by tlx way, was piacticall) Still life '-^some- 
thing, as ^Valpok adnai., mast alv avs have been 
to «eck:. ‘ I/ek'qu^c' , I'clccnnce, la saiiTc raiSon, 
U bonte, rhuitiiluc, et raffahiiite, sont-elles du 
rcssort de la pt nitwc ^ ' he ask^ In all rhts, there 
IS no doubt xiod deal ol ihe hyperbole of corn- 
uhinent But othr , ‘ ^ as well as Waq^oit, appear to 
hav c a ( vl th a t ht popular a ? o i, M (U Car mob- 
i< had n<H heco as hii^unate in his likeness of 
u'. ch* Ch<awul as m lie likeness of Mine, no 
\jcik ^vh was M de CannonxiL^ 

lira i tlv'quist' a Wi ' b.d] alteniia to aaavex 

^ We i’uivJ ♦o di-.^ cv( 1 v. ,a h:*- 1 e< fjnic of this 
drawitt A fuc s a^vbtov fftli ^ ik u \\ sui<i lor 
seven | uim . ^ \Jr <-V binifh (Stra'tsf'tiry-Hiii Cat , 
1S42, p J-'fj A -a” It by W. Greathaeh 

fonrjs tiv ronosji, to voi vji of V/a)po]e*& ® Letters 
b> Cunnin»<liaiii, iH- s > 
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There seem^jit tfegoutset, ^pmc dojibt 
to the spelling of his nahje. Most oMic^diction- 
ane> call him Carmontclie ; he is Carmontelle to 
Grimm, ^^hose pprtrait;lle drew j and he h Car- 
montelle ort some of toe engravings after his de- 
signs. He is also (and this is, perhaps, oiost to 
the point) Cannontelk ifi 'the official record of his 
death. But Walpole, Miss Mary Btrjry, Mme."* 
du Deffand, and Mme. *de Genlis, the last of 
whom say^ she had Icnown him uninterruptedly 
for fifteen years at Paris "or at the Orleans court 
of Villcrs-Cotterets, all n^ali nim ‘Carnnontel* In 
either case, the riame was assumed. Tiie late 
M. Auguste Jal, of wiiom orte may truly v ly, as 
Johnson said of Cave, that he was ^nullis tCAUs 
labdi'ih^,’ discovered conclusively that the patro- 
nymic of,^Girmontelle was Louis Cairogis, and 
th^t Louis Carrogis was the son of Phihppe Car- 
*|ogis, shoemaker, an<! of Mane-Jeanne Eybelly, 
|iis wife, a shoemakei's daughtei, both resident in 
Pans at thfeir^shop in the rue du C(jeur- Volant, 
at the corner of the rue dcs Quatre-V^ems. 
‘Here, on the i^th of August 1717, Carmontclie 
was born, having for godfather a neighbouring 
;*'occr. To this modest origin and condition it 
t.' doubtless due that no particulars of the first 
foity years of his career are forthcoming, with 
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exception of the fact tht^, in 17443 he stood 
popscr for one of hi%b/other’s sons, being then 
{escribed as Loui<i Carrogis, *enginect*— ^ yoca- 
tiofi presupposing, not only a specific technical 
training, but in addition some familiarity with 
rcometry and mechanical di awing. Jle must at 
the same lime have possessed, or afterwards ac- 
q’ ircd, tnc arts of etching and engraving, since 
there are sa^d to be etchings <«igned L* Carro- 
gis. Having for stmic rime acted as tutor to the 
childifn of the Marquis d’Armcntiircs, oh the 
outbreak of the Seven Yearv’ War he was earned 
by the commander of the Orleans regiment of 
dragoons, M. de Pons-Saint-Maurice, who wat> 
also Governor to the Due dc Chartres, into 
in tuc capacity aide-de-camp. 
Here ho chief d\iues were to draw military plans^ 
caivt cold turxey dcvurously for his general 
ofiicc^ and inake ski mhtH — as they were then 
toocoiy siyied/canc, mires'- -for the Due deChev- 
reuse, fu'tro lespectuc off ers of the Chev ettse, 
Origans, anti Caiarna* fioops of 
horse. These perfoimanrc> hm alrtady hcconu 
nuni.ious and pnpuiai, when, wrihlhe concItiMo j 
iA the wai^ he wa- Jehnitcly attached ro the 
household of the Due dV>ri/ »ns, Louis-Phihppc 
the Fust, famiharl) known a- die *gros Due/ under 
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* ^ » .f 

the title of Reader his | 0 i l^ouis-Philippe 
Joseph, Ducdc Chartn-s^SftewardsrRgaHtSSj,^ and 
tlicn about sixteen. ‘^Quoique saj^ 

M'ne. de Genlis, this was a post *cn (juelque 
sorte subalterne/ and did n6t permit iti hdldfer 
even in the undres’^ jttmosphcre of the Duke^ 
country scats of St. Cloul' or Villeis-Cotterets, 
to take his meals with the family, although hi. 
seems later to have shaied with the famoUi» 
Tronchin, his Grace’s physiclan-iri-chief, the 
special pnvilcge of eatin<^ ices m the evening 
with the rest of the court. But Carmontelle, for 
by I his time he must long since have adopted his 
pseudonym, coupled Vv’ith the much-suspect^*d Me’ 
employed by vas no ordinaiy man. He 

l.aJ, as we shall see, an imposing presence; his 
manners, without subserviency, were good ; and, 
besides being exceptionally well-informed, he 
possessed many agreeable liteuir) and social^ccom- 
phshments, which must *ipcedily have rendered 
him mvaluahic* to a sluftmg and restless com- 
iiin^Mfy of tiHeJ idlcis, whase ceaseless inquiry, 
like that oi Mme. dc Gcnlis* M. Dsm/^zagne, was 
Hjne fdrons-xhms demain matin?’ Foremost 
among these popular talents were the dramatic 
sketches, or ‘Provexbcs,’ which liter Ifnaic him the 
Sciibe of his epoch, Ic is, however, with his art- 
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gifts that wfc arc Exclusively concerned, 
* li peignoir ptir^itement [the epithet is olf course 
exagg^tfd] a la gouache le paysage et la figure,^ 
^ hta. pa'Kgyrisi; and he had the happy knack 
of taking fniHength portraits, after the fashion 
int’oduofd by Coebin, ai profile, which made 
bin much in reqaifeition by the high-born or 
distjnguibhed personages with whom he came in 
contact. Mine* d^ Genhs, whom he drew play- 
ing Oil me nieviUDk h?rp, says li'at he repre- 
sented her as vciy ugly, ajul teedlessly em- 
phasis u e b’*5pht hfT forehead* But thcic 
must assan^Iiv have been some compcnsaimg 
<|uahties in the ptr*^irs, for allows nv» s'gn in 
her writing of the ^ injuria spretie tormae.’ An- 
other of Carniontclk’s devices for amusing ias 
^ Oiittinpoiarici must have anticipated the modem 
nnn\ ing~jacruK ; aud m -jo ra sort resembled 
ihosc ^ < )nibres Cli. noises’ wh cb Monsieur Sera- 
plan (Xtci to make lo attractive a diversion of 
me reu.n rncud Falirs Ro^al Mt.je, dcGenlis 
vaguely dehues tin as of c hntern/ 

Lticicily, other reporters ure more cxjilKit, It 
consisted of a secpicnce of uanspaiencies, oi con- 
tmuom detigiis on thin paper, the unrolling of 
which behmd a glass revealed to the spectators 
on the otiier side an unending procession of figuxes 
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of all sorts^ <><;capicd^i||i aljl, 
set in suitable lands^j^p®^ Oi ^ca!,|tre|^/ 
these tran»5pai^ncies arjR^ said to; haW iNseb i 
Imnched, or even a himdred and sixty feet long; 
and they afford an extraordinary testimpny to 
the untiring industiy and jfcrtility of their con^ 
tnver.^ It i^ no wondr^ that such' a Hrtiuj be^ 
came in bne^ space * OrdoniivAteur des ftStes en 
g(ftuVal ’ ti the Duke of Orleans. For this office^ 
coupled wj*h his re^dershipj he received the 
modest annual snpe/id of llvres, which, 

taking the livie to represent \)rould mean 
i3iit lu. wh .ippatcntly only on duty dur- 
ing Ma belie saison, and it n hut rcasonab'e to 
assume thai he Vv ^ometiuits paid for his portraits* 

I" or !u le than twenty yeais Carmontclle epa- 
t?n' t*d h?s uawcancii ami unambitious activitii^s, 
riun, III i;/Ss,the *gios Dm Micd^and wassuc- 
rteded b> riulippc £iralni.’ By this date Car- 
murudle nas ncT.ing sev(nt)* He seemj, tempo- 

' A)igvlj muiis that hi. father did »<^mcthing <»f thr 
samt kind tht mod<.i 01 a picton.*! diama nitititd the 
^ T.^bkau mouvant/ whitb Us* had seta at Vemi e, ^I!r was 
so ii«‘hj;bied «jih its cffiCUthe scenes bting pamted as 
Iran fuieuties, and thi' figuies being all bl|^k profiles^ 
that ne lofisoaitid .* sta^ 4 i on the <^ait)if plaii^ bud it was 
grt *oy adm^n-d o> O*!?nsb 0 r >ngb, WtJsan and other land* 
scap<* piiiiteri./ (* i?emin>»«t*nw,^ i» to*) 
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,|^j^'event^ to ha\^.r^t§sed to tlic: service 

the new Duke. "But iii&785 the Revolution 
in thc^ inear future*, an^ henceforth we know 
lituc of his proceedings* He must, howler, have 
contrived to preserve a * juste milieu/ for, while 
most ^ his sitters cmigiated or were guiUotmed, 
the sjtorm rolled harmlessly over his head, leaving 
him impoverished but unscathed, tte survived 
unifii December 1806, dying quietly at No. 7 ,%^ 
Rue Vivienne, aged eighty-nine. In the register 
of idle arrondissement, consulted by M, Jal, he is 
described as Louis Canogis Carmontelle, ‘ciliba* 
tairc * and * rcntiei/ Of what his ^ rentes ^ could 
have consisted, it is hard to conceive, if, as stated by 
some authoiities, it be true that his closing years 
wcic spent m 'a state bordering on indigence, and 
that he was even obliged to pledge lus MSS. at 
the Mont de m order to meet a pressing 
necessity — one of 4 h 08 e cKcepUonal cases, add» 
the narrator sardonically, m whicli it has been 
found po^isible to raiiie money upon wit It is 
furthei related that he often figured at the 
periodical free dinners which Mme. de Frdnilly 
gave to her ‘ ol 3 and mined /nends ^ — dinners at 
which each guest ‘ ate; to satisfy himself for the 
next few days/ * Thi*i was r, 1 798. On the other 
* * Kecoliections of the Batx>n de Kienilly/ 1 ^ 0 % Heine- 
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hand, Mmc.^ 

frequently aft^ iZ^ Apa|^tg|p^lwch 

Bonaparte l®td a^aigtied t0,lfer‘in 
declares that * il jouissiOft d^unt ffoniSw isarf^.’ 
* So|i caractirc'dtoit^sl doux, sea tifcewi^s si'.piireSj^ 
ses t&ilerks si aimable®, qu’il n’«it9& j^ab -la 
haine ct Tenvie. • H fu^" toujoars loui, aimd, 
eonsiddr^ ; et, dans un igc trfe avance, il tet^rtaina 
paisiblement seS jours au scin dc sa patrie/ 

“ He had been in the habit of preserving the 
originals of his sketches, and of giving only copies 
to those of his sitters who wanted them. Conse^ 
nucntly, at his death he possessed a Jajtgc nuidbei* 
of Urawmgb, which were sold by auftiun tn April 
1807, a lengthy Cat dogue bejng printed at the 
Impnineric des Scienceb ct des Arts. It described 
the collection as Including ‘seven bundled and 
fifty portraits jof Princes and Lords, Princesses 
.liid titled Ladies Ministers, Soldiers, Magis- 
tratesi EcclesiaslKcs, Savants/ and illobtrious Pet* 
suaages under the reign of Louis XV, pamted^Jn 
gouache from the life, and about eight or nine 
inches high.*^ M. Joiy, the Keeper of the Prints 
at the Bibliothique Impdriale, was desirous that 
this unique gallery should ht acqt^red by the 

mann, p. 15^* ho*tes$ called the$c Salte^day fcaats 
‘jourdVgus,* Which her cook turned into 'jour d»* dogucs/ 
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Gou^ttsoit; bui he u^:xiunately died before 
tbe pilrchaKJ ropJd be effected. Thereupon, * a 
frjend^Jof CarmontelJe, the Chevalier Richard dc 
I ian% a retired military man, well known to 
the Orii^an*!; family, determining that they ought 
not to be d.bpersed, borroww d the money to buy 
^hem, hoping he might be able to transfer them 
a«» a wliole to one of Cannon teiie’s sitters, 
I'iJIeyraact, by that time Bonaparte’s Minister 
lor Foreign Affairs. In this he was disappointed/ 
He the^efofe sold a few of them separately, ‘ thus 
reducing i heir number to five hundred and thirty 
.ketches, comprising dx bundled and thirty-five 
l>ortraits. Tiuse be catalogued and classified, 
adding som. prefiioiy account of Carmontelle, 
stih pieseivcd at the Musec Conde As he liim- 
stir had been tf»mduu with man) of the persons 
depicted, lie was general}) abk^ to identify them. 
In 1816 Lddane died., and ihc colleciion parsed 
into the hands cf a ceitain Pierre dt La Mc^an•' 
g<l:rc, a ci-devant priest and professor cf belles* 
lettrcc at La Flcche, whom the Revolution iiad 

* Fo&sibiy some of ihese reached the Biitish Museum, 
which possesses ^ou' the Due de C’hcvrtxifcc (hereafter 
mentioned), Mme dc Vermenoux, the Marquise de la 
Croix (a charming ictumbcut hgare), and the ^Coureui 
(messenger) of St.^Cloud. 



The P&rti%dis of CarmmteUe 

tran^rmtd into des 

I>ani^ ct lies JVloJes * tnpwle^dgetof Costitme 
cmi^ him to add details to" thf* labou*& 'of his 
predecessor, and to rectify mi^or, mistakes ; and 
he carefiilly mounted.thc dtawingaJn tticir exist* 
ing form. Then, m^Fv 4 ra|ry i83iyLa M6sa|i* 
gcre also died, and on the i8th July his property^ 
including the Carrnonteiie portrait^, was dt^perse<|'* 
by auction. At the Mfeangire sale they were 
bought by ^hc Gordon Duff family, and came to 
Banff Here they lemainc^ until 1877, who;: 
then then-owner, Major, Lachlan Gordon Duff 
of Druinmuir, sold the majority of them ^ to 
Messrs. 41 o!naghi, from whom they cven nally 
passed to Henri d’OrlCans, Due d’Aumale, Kmg 
T.oius-Phihppe's fourth son, and the heii to the 
of the CondCs. The Duke had already con- 
THved to secure some of Carmontelle^s produc- 
I'onb,’ and he afterwards bought a few more. 

,* Major Gordon Duif retained a certain number, which 
an* now in possesion ot bis son, Mr. Thomas G*wdon 
Pud. These jueiude, among othen, drawings of ffume, 
Tali< yrand, the Puke of York, Bougainville^^th® Eider, 
Mr. and Sdrs Wilkes, the Pnnccsse cle balm and bei son. 
the Puch^sse de Cbaulres, and a very attractii^** laitieie ’ 
of ViHcri-Cottereis. 

® Some of these came from the sale of th* coi^clerge of 
the old Park or Garden of Monceau, which, m ryyS, was 
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^his' brought the total to four hundred, antf 
eit*^hry-four drawings ahg five hundred and sixty- 
on ^ pbrtiaits, which were re-arranged by a 

binder hatned Claessens in ten la^ge red 
morocco volumes. These in 1897 Duke be- 
queathed with the rest of his aft treasures to the 
Institute of Trance. They are^ow in the Or- 
salon of the Mus6e Condej^consdtutmg a 
‘ vast collection in which the second half of the 
eighteenth century lives again, with its ele- 
gances alid some also of its trivialities.’ ' ^ '** 

The last words arc quoted from the introduction 

laid out for tht Due de Chartres hy CarmonfcJle, who, 
fhongh iiC dcclmtd ft rtgard it as an Engifsh garden, 
dcoorated it frec’y with the tcmjdes, ooelisks, Chinese 
hn igts, and artifi^'ml ruin^ popular at K.ew and Stowe. 
One of these structuies, the Naumathia, an oval piece of 
^'vatcr, partly encircled by a Connthian colomiadr, the 
doted pilhrs of which came from the VaJois tomb at 
St. Denis, still: exists (Saedekci s * Fans/ t<i04f p. aiy) 
'Hie place was one of Canuoni^die’jl iavourit^ tciorts.^ancl 
ht did numerous vicw<> for a volume d vcrioing it;|i;t779. 
In the delightful ‘ Nouvelies Promenades dans P$na* of 
M, Georges Cain, the curator ot the Muste Cailfej^kt 
(p" 320), then is t plan showing that the angin^^rc 
MoBceau, fiom which ‘Ej^aliie artd Lafayette heard the 
cannon announcing the hill of jhit Bastille, was as large 
^gsiin as die pretty well-kept pleasure- ground that now 
bears the name 
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tfrd Mub6c Condi, dfviotcd td tfilf^rtklilar 
branci| of its riches; to4 to it&foh We indehtod 
for iSmnycf the 

we h|^Ve*consuito4^'^umerofs jbthorJti(ftS ^IncM- 
ing of course our own )tavoi|rite M* Jal), we hzve^ 
found it difficult to add much but those minor 
cjcplanations always required in treating a French 
rheme for English readers. Like the savant he was, 
M. Grayer did his work* * ^avamment/ Besides 
all need All preliminaries, he gives ample informa* 
tion respecting the persons represented by Car- 
moutelle, a task entailing no small labour: and 
what is more, he adds a number of photographic 
reproductions, which, to those who cannot make 
the pilgrimage to Chan tdljr, arc of consider ible 
value. That Carmontelle was an amateur must 
be admitted. But be certainly was noltan amateur 


in the seme of th# adage *Qui dit amateur, dit 
ignoruni/ On rhe contrary, be w^as abundantly 
instruaed. His background’s apd jpccessaneb are 
alw^ays informing and appr&pri^e; and his details 
of cu.>rume miputely studied. As to h^^likenesses, 
although he may not have satisfied the enthusiasm 
of Walpole 01 the va*Mty of Mme. de Qenlis, tfeere 
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is DO bck of te^tJmony he sufficiently met 
^thc r^^uirctnen^ of rerognition* As to this, 
w«s m|fy trust the ever--critical Grimm. .*He has. 

gift of the ^ir^thc carriage, the 

' spirit# the figure rather than the icsemblance of 
th 6 featurcxj/ . , , Every day 1 finti rayself recog* 
ivzirs^ in society ptfsons whom I have nevci seen 
except m hh coHcctiom,’ ^ These, which he aug* 
me|its‘da'?y, als^ give an idea of the different 
states life, as men and women of all degrees 
aild ages e»iter into them indiscriminately, from 
Mons-ieut the Dauplnu to the fcor-polihher of 
St.-Cluuri/ The qaotati<m suggests a certain 
affinity tviMi the work of the Gernmn Daifiel 
CtiodowK'cki, and parucul.ulv wnth the sequence 
o{ drawings ta thcBeviin Academy whafi illustrate 
that artist’s ^ Jourrey to Danzig’ in 1773 , 
excellently htcsimiied by Messrs. Amsiu and 


’ li} lonfifmation ui this M Cmnr quotes from tht 
CArmniitrllc sale taraloguc of iSo^ th^ desrfiptsfm ol a 
jiic^iire whuh itpics.tct» hix persons -jh the redl^Sr,-C]ood 
hverj' at a guitittn, wuh hacks fo spectator, 

each of whom It w'^h fo dettrjf) po^iturc ami 

general appearance f ver- exigence of $vit\\ 4 draw 
shows Mvj was rti,*uded one of CarmoiuelJe's «;pcc!ai 
mgcmitfseft, One n menih^jr&tne wonderful hatsln Hogarth % 
** Election Enter:ai**Tse»tr/* all of wb<cu ^ugge'^c dvffmnt 
uw'nera. 
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^Euthardt. CMowiecki, with a \ idjfr inventive 
range, has ail the s>cduWs^ fidfelitj’ to dress and 
accessary w|iich distinguish his French cc?ntem- 
porary. Indeed, at one^ point there is an actual 
though accidental connection between their 
labours. About t 7^15 O.-montelle made" a. design 
axising out of the #ell-kriown Galas case. Marc- 
Antoine a moody young fellow, Jhad com- 
mitted suicidej and the Roman Catholic fanaticis 
of Toulouse persuaded themselves that, 10 prevent 
his turning Roman, he had been murdered by his 
Protestant father. I'hc hapless old man was conse- 
qutntly broken on tlie whcelj but the rest of the 
tamnY were cxomiated, and Caimontelle’s om- 
poM*’ion^shovv'^ them /ece */ing in prison the an- 
hoancement of their acquittal It is singularly 
^ itcctive, Mmp. Caiits and her tw^o daughters being 
iruit sympunctu ?lly rendered, as well as their 
>**aunch fellow *iu{Ferer, the Roman Catholic ser- 
vziii Of this drawing an excellent engraving by 
La hWe, pu hilled for the bc.fiefit of the 
Mifferer’ijh,und ir. way to Berlin,and Cliodowieiks 
copifd ir in oil. He then set abou*^ a pendant, 
depict ng the condemned man's farewell to his 
i. ftiilv. This himself engraved and|as the 
pnnt called then Adieux de Calas/ or * Der grosse 
Calas ’ (to distinguish it from a smaller copy), it 
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became one of the most famous of his produc- 
tions, ^ 

MiGruyer skilfully distributed the Carmontcllc 
G^flefy into groups of Piinces and Princesses, 
Courtiers and Coui{ Officials, Soldiers and Sailors, 
(/rcat l.adics, Statesmen, Ecctesiastics, Auihors, 
Musicians, and so ton h From so potent and rev- 
ered an assenbU'', ont t an but select for lecogni- 
tion, as one in n ai liie, a teiv of those whom 
onekrowb bc^t or hke^ most. In *'uch cii cum- 
staiv'cs, wt naturallv look first k>i the peu^on who, 
not pircirely the ho'^-t, is certainly tl.e ^ ordonna- 
uur Jc la l^tc\ to wit — Carmontelle himselt. 
He ts not difficult to find, as he naturally figures 
in tbi gioup attached to the Orleans household 
bcatnl on a terrace, wuh garden 'nt cs in tlu back- 
ground, he h drpcicd in the act of taking one of 
the poifunts to which, ^‘X'^rdmg to t adition, 
he v/as seldom abl* io Jv vote more than a couple 
of houtjj. He js magmhcentlj attired m a suit of 
garnet telvet, with ^recn spots, sutd wears a big 
of the Same matenah ‘His hair c).4>uraxdy 
d^c^sed m the fashion of iibl or thereabouts 
which would make hhix betw<^en fort}' and fitly. 
Before htm, on an elegant Louis-Quinze table, 
hes the iaige book or album ’whirh Mme. de 
Genlis describes him as burging into the room 
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at V illcrs*-Cdtsfc^rets after 4 ino<ir in omcr'tci sketch 
the, most recent aVt^vab* /tjis arftsdc stock-in« 
tra<le is of the stmplest* Red ichalk for the ftcsb, 
black chalk for the dresj; a Bttle water or body 
colottr tor the final tints — this fe all he wants. Hi$ 
appearance ts that of a sin^larly methodical and 
sdf*-posfeessed persoHj with comely featureSj gind the 
air of a careful but c^rn investigator^ whom one 
may well believe, in , Mme. de'Genlis^ words, that 
Ml joi^nait heau'^cup de bonhomie i'^esprit le plus 
obser^atcur, deux chores bicn ra^^ment r^unies/ ^ 

in royiltjCs Car niontt lie's galleiy is not rich. 
.TiOui*? the WelUleioved did ^pt apparently figure 
among the sitteis, nor need' his absence be rt- 
rretted. On the other humd, there h an excellent 
»'Ortiau of the unf<Htmiate Daupbrn, in queue and 
cado :ati, with h‘^ fiands buried m a muff'. He is 
placed, like Carmoiitellu himself, on a terrace, 
wuh ominous cyprei&.i$ in the backgnrand, 
ahhuus^'h, in i}6o, wli^ rhts skr't<^h was made, 
he had sail five y/’ais bcfoie himj and was 

^ la 1^61 he woidd be *o hi^ prm^c. Later repcjia 
’'‘scribe hi n in ad^ tuced years nomewbar diifcrejitly * He 
vv 4*^ a ^hm iTtiaa, vvitu a Jong and severe tsce,' saye Fr^mily, 
" 4 sardonic Uugh, an Imperious and dioleric disposkio^i j 
uct hidden lihocr tins rugged extenor were a very good 
’jcartantUsmgqlarb lofty stmJ/ (* Kecollections/ 1909, v> 5.) 

E 
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appwntly far from being the living ghost whom, 
aotlong before his death, Horace Walpole saw 
at Versailles. Carmonteile akodrew thepauphin^s 
devoted German wife, nWther of the sainted 
Mme. £lizabeth, and of three kings (LouS XVI, 
Charles X, and Louis XVIII); but her picture 
IS not among the treasures pf the Mus6e Cond6. 
Other portraits in this group arc Carmontelle’s 
patron,* the ‘gros Due,’ that benevolent, albeit 
somewhat dull and prematurely portly personage, 
who afterwards man led Mme. de Montesson, the 
aunt of whom Mme» dt Gcnlis*gives a so» frankly 
felme account m her ^ Memoirs ’ (‘ Julies se detest- 
aient cordiaiement,’ says Mme, d’Oberkirch); 
the Due dc Chartres, the ‘ gros Due’s ’ lOn, ‘ dans 
sa belle ieiinessc,’ which must have betn the only 
thing beautiful that could ever be attributed to 
Philippe ‘ Lgaliti % the Piince dc Cond<f, not yet 
the leadci oi the imigrds of 1789, but the bo}- 
hero of Johannisberg and the Sevv^n Ycaio’ War, 
and ‘Egalite’s ’ sister, T'hiJrisC' BathiKic trOi Ifans, 
or ‘Mademo’sellc,’avery arch and win^Dme little 
lady, 111 all the biavery of paunicrs, powdei, and 
begai landetl ‘grand habit.’ ^ But the most memor- 

*• Mademoiselle married the Du< tie Bourbon. Her 
only son was the ill fated Diicd^Enghicn, shot .it Vincennes 
in 1S04. 
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able pair in :(i’i8 category are ‘ Egalit^ 's \^er-in- 
law, the hapicM'Pnncesse de ^.whoni 

M. Gruyer does not reproduce At* )^3ak^ and 
her fether-in-law, the good Buc de ^n^idvre, 
about whose practical rather than pastoi»i benevo- 
lence his secretary Florian wrote : 

B^rboii bei^^re$ 

* A (t*asisrnibkr «0u& !«« drracaidj 

II, pas a lears danses 

t^'cnne des troupcaux. 

tj ^ 

It was the Dtike’s emJasaries who tried to save 
the Princess at the tein^lc September massacre^, 
but the bjitchers jfeU upon them with cries of 
‘ Death to the UisguiseJ lacqueys of the Due de 
Pentdii&vrc,’ and the}- themselves barely escaped. 

From the dispersed and miscellaneous crowd 
of^Persoiinages attached to the House of Orlians/ 
it IS difficult to make selection. But it may be 
noted that several of them were, English or Irish. 
Of Colonel Bafr6 (perhaps the Isaac Barrd who 
served uiider Wolfe against Rochfort), little is 
said beyond the feet that, besides being a gambler, 
he was a good amateur actor. General Clarke is 
another; of the special functions of thesetwo 

nothing IS stated. There are also LordJFarnham, 
and the ^grqs Due’s ^ preceppr, M. the Abb6 
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O 'Milan (?)— a *tris digne ecclisiastique/ and a 
‘ti^s bon gcnnlhomme, com me tons lc$ Irlandais 
'dti monde/says L6dans,withaburstofenthii<fiasm. 

hen there are poi traits of Count d’Adhimar, 
sometime ambabsadi>r to England, of another 
reader to the Duke d’Orlians, the vaudevillist, 
Colli, at this date a septuagenarian ; of Mme. 
dn JOefiand's friend Pont-de-Veyk; df the 
Academiciaoj La Cuine de Sainfe-Palaye, the 
aiithor of the M)irtionnaire des Antiquitis 
Fran^ai^.^ But fhe most notable, and perhaps 
the tr^ost noiewoithy histoncal figure k the famous 
Bailli dc Su^ren, one of the noblest names in 
French naval history, and the doughty opponent 
of Sir Edward Hughes in that long and changing 
struggle in Last Indian wateis which ended with 
ti^e }*eace of Vcrsadles. The must have 

been aiT<»i.g the hsl of Carmontelle’s Orleans 
i,trcrfe, if U\b portrait be ngiiijy da^ed 1785, since 
that al^o :he year of the ^ gros Due’s ’ death, 
The jiumbrr oi poitiaits in thk class ;s already 
too laigc to deal witii ; but it may be added thai 
it IS exceedingly comprehensive m its range, for 
It includes hkenc‘?ses of the ntgtoes, Narcisse and 
Aiv,uste, of «hc Uttf ref whom M Gruyer says 
happily that ^ i) s’abandoinu* avee dilices au pla^sir 
de nc nen faifc% of L,cnnard Seller, the Sume, 
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whose duty, like that of ]^ousfc at V wadies, 
to fling open the folding doors aq|f aun^npe visitors 
in a stentorian voice; of the mattrl dltdtel 
the first valet de chambre;, ot the cdurt tai]i5»r, 
and even the bird-bo^ (*garde-bl&’) of Villers- 
Cv.*ttcrcts. 

To these worthiw Rl. Gruyer devotes a,numl^r 
of pages, and there are more than three hundred 
m his^' bulky quarto volume. Of course, many pf 
the personages described are obsouf^ and do- 
servtdiy i>r But with such a mass of material it 
IS Jiopelcs? to cope m br ief < ^*mpass ; and we must 
henceforth conlme ourselves to the attractive 
ct’on of Krrandes Dames,’ and to a few miscel- 
laneous portraits, which, for one reason or an uher, 
present especial interest. In depicting the great 
hdics, Carmontelle, with his sense of grace, and 
1 ms feeling for frippery must have taken unending 
(^clight. M'’ ny of models were justly renowned 
for their buiuty — the Duchesse de Chevreuse,' 
Mile, de Beraa;; , Mme, du Tartre, the Comtesse 

^ The Duke’s portrait ts not at Chantilly, but, an aheady 
stated at p 4»»., in the British Museum Husband and wife 
are each repn sented by simple drawings m black and^red 
c»*ayoii, and both arc aated 1758, during the Seven Years* 
War The Duke & portrait was engraved by Au^;u8tc de 
SiMu Aubin 
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d'Epnont, Marshal Richelieu^s daughter and 
Walpole’s fnend, of whom, with her guitar, tfbere 
a graceful picture. Some, living life well even 
n a oourt, dcseive our admiration foi their purity: 
Witness that admirable Comtesse de S6ran — the 
Arethusa, or Margaret Godolphin, of a vicious 
VeraJijlles, for ali that she was witty as 
de S^^ignS ; others, the Duchesse de Lau5^, the 
©uchessc de Gramont, the Mjarquise du Plessis- 
Belli^jre, and Mrne. de Saint-Anpiara|it, compel 
consideiation hy the magnificent serenity with 
which they sufFcietl on the scaffold. In a few of 
the diawings here reproduced, the composition 
includes several figures. One is an dtjractive 
group, consisting of the Presidente Lamoignon, 
a charming young mother of seven-and-twenty, 
with her four children, three girls and a bpy — 
engaging little figures which not even lace caps 
and the proprieties of a Louis-Quinze costume 
can wholly deprive of thcii native artlessness • the 
Other shows the Comtesse de Rumain, her eldest 
daughter the Comtesse de Poiignac, and Mile, dc 
Rumaui. This is a ^ seine de salon.’ The mother 
bends over the younger giii .is she sits stifHy practis- 
ing at what Tony Lumpkin calls the ‘ haspicolls 
the elder sister, a giacefui figure, is working 
quietly on a tambour. Between the columns at 
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the back ym get a glimpi^e^o^a 
leaf) and you cottic ^ thS erncfeiotial^ clevist 
Mile- de Lespinasse, vWo behaved -o n^ntCi'J’tcfuHy 
to Mme. du DefFaa4’ And v^ry clcrvcf^^he looks 
in hci dark dres' and white lace, ‘>ugge?rfing All 
the intellectual alertness for which she ^was re« 
lov^ned. ‘ She raiked for the tnon pari on plain 
subjects,’ s^ys the insensible Comte de Guibcft 
for w*om slic sighed m secret, ^ bur >he did ihp^ 
express iieitelf m a common way, and this art, 
whAch seemed to be a second nature with her^ 
m YQt obtruded itseif upon notice, ami never led 
hci into affectation.* Turn the leaf once more, 
and Jt 18 a stately Coin? esse do Vauban, ‘ gatheung 
> osebuds while she m ly,* in a ^ robe, a double jupe 
^ . i volants,* with a stupendous ‘ head ’and telb- 
cope culls (* rouleaux *), sui mounted by a garland 
of egUiitiiie, which again is crowned by a flutter 
of bone-lace' lappets. But the details of costume 

ould be mtermuxable. Satins and t'lftcties, frills 
and fuibelovys, ribbons and floweis, inches and 
^ pliNsis* — the Dare enumeration would tuX all the 
cv'tct terminology of the Goncourts and the 

‘ pasubie that this p^uait, a great favourite 

vv'th Carmoutelle, was done tor Mme du as it 

i thtt'd 1760, vf/h’ch comes within the *^n years (1754-64.) 
vthen tlie two ladies were stifl friends 




ekgant i>c5cnce of M. Octave Ua^ne, We musit 
t:i cm* mncelkneous figures. 

It ih-*. alrcjiiU been stated that L^dans, failing 
to ftd« i purchasei for the Carmonttlle gallery in 
Talley* and, sold mme of the drawnigf' separately, 
nich should for the conspicuous absence 

of certain notah'c r arP(‘S, There is no portrait of 
. V'ofui’C, for ’’ . in M. Gruyer's catalogue. 

Bht Carmoiutut cmiinly drev^ Voltane, since, 
as vve shalisce, the drawing has bcfn engraved. 

, Again, one might reaionably have looki t for 
Rousseau, wh<' in Pin 'it me dost of 1706. 
'The only Roi^seau meutlom u, uowever, is Mme, 
Rous'^c'Ju, wdu of ihe famous ^ maitrc d armes des 
cnfaio*' dt Fran <./ 10 whv)in one of his 
dismiss!? 2 h/HJ \n the guillutiiv ^ h.>d the hearth ->8- 
nc’^s tw add ‘ Pai e cUle-ci, Ro jbseau ^ — a barbarity 
vvoiihy of Stei t neon’s Sia^Oclfi. I lien there was 
ctU'iiniv Ji Ff iokho, tor although it is 

not htre d, we hive seen a '}>y of the 

engraving nndc i^om it, wh'ch n derhred to be 
an excellent hknits*^^ and tepu ' lOc y ,i ^bout 
j ; 80, V. iien h< u Ciii"' :<? bwts SlhuAtt rd Bui 

* It b<» fmuKf ai 4 ong h^* poMuits <d i rankhn 

n <he uCMPStj’u fact* 'niit: ol M’ooi Ricoaid > 

jV foi )73>t li^ued i>y ‘The Drodttimo^ ’ of 

Nrv/ York, 1 ht tugtAVci D Nt^e. 



where there iji » ■ 

slon& If there is. no‘^.<iltairej thai1» tM 




pxe Bachatsmonf iind Uto 09 of ifte *Stfcfhoiff > 
thf-re is M. dc Buftbn (In velvet * 4 od 

laced ruffles, aud Wear'rrg the Order of^ 
Michael) j ,thjc;rc *$ that patron of the arts, Mme* 
de Pompac(«)ur\ brother, the Marquis dc Marigny; 
thcrei 9 the amulle LoaF Racine, wliose^ Memoir’ 
of hib now s»'m.*what discreaitcd father ' wait the 
^wourite book of Roger=!» Among the ih«$iciam 
Rani'^^iu, a chaiacterutic and long-legged figure, 
scnbhbng a scoic in front of spinet 5 there ts 

also <1 wtll-known Mo*art group* The little boy 
of stw a x>t 4n ci*ihor4te suit of sky-blue, trimmed 
H th li anrd perched on a chair, the seat *>1 
h rh lus been leinpoianly raised by cushif»ns, 
?•' «it the hatpsH’hor^l , his ^wcer, a girl of iwelvt‘, 
lips sedatrjy by his ’ 'dc, while the father, Leopold 
Mo'., ut, in red velvet, accompaines on tlie violin/ 


' 5>tt ^ Raetpf' in the Dock,* by M, Augustin FUon, 
‘For? ji^liPy Kevit w,' Soptembfr j^mi — a ievj«*n of the 
u<-ut study of the i&tliot of 'Athatie' ^y hi^ grtj^t 
^laiithun, M. Md.Si#ori Vottsttei 
^ ' Mo^sit, as a also appears 'n B Ojmer’s * I'he 
a 1 AngUI,^ they ie Pnnee de CottO' {thM 1 $ -at the 



Jid Ike Portraits of CarmonUUe 

But, to .tht- ^h^j;hsh student, pethaps the most 
iinerestinf poj traits will be ^hose of Garrick and 
Stpriic, 1 be two figures in the fonnet represent 
the G'lrnck of Tragedy coidiontcd b) ins second 
self, the Garn. k of Comedy. Onmm\ contem- 
porary desiiipjun puts this clearly: ‘M, de 
Caraionteile," wnrc’* m July, 1765, ‘has drawn 
Gamck 01 '1 I'.g’c attitude, and facing this 
GarneJe, he nas placed, between two folding 
dfiors, a comic Garrick, wh > buists upon the 
Uagic Garrick and makes fun of him Such a 
pnsentinent of the great actor’s dual pcisonalty 
iS < cuainlv a Jnippy thought. I'hc Sterne, which 
belongs a somewhat earlier dau (1762), is 
Hterrodto 11 ^ hat wntti’s c oircspomlcace * ‘The 
Duke ot (J' leans,’ he tells Ga.rnck, ‘ b.is sufTci cd 
niy porria’t xo be pddtd to <“he nulliber of some 
odu .nen his iodte*^! m; and a gentleman wlio 
hv<s with Inm has taken it most cxprcbsivch ’ 

P«iiacc (/t tfu r, j, -U the Musee da T,ov *•{ H 
IS pia' j*ig tlr hirpsirhoi ?, accumwx* d on the t uu nv 
thf it'g<T 8. vrraj of C'jr .oniLiio s « t 

also present Co v'^Eejniont, cie ('c.'u ss 

<ie Boulni the Duc‘he'-> Uc I aa7un, the Pnn< < de Conti, 
and Pimi-di Vc\>f 

‘ Gnrnm 8 " C<«nf )>oi‘danr*e Litufraue ' Ledans 'ta'ys 
CarmoiiteUe’s ituy nwdt ax the Urbans ebatt an of 



Expressive it awwKJly is,ai!idl as fortuSalie 
of ^ JRosciuB * * Yerkk ^ h shfliliSi <ia the 

terrace the ?4kis Royal "^ 01 ^ of 
Iiivalides 0 in the 

figure, with a lool^^ helcans osity 

on a chair^back, one hand fiSs’^eket, and i$ 
decorously^ttired ^jfi a falaclfc^t, lace ru|8l« and 
a loose cravat. He has the long nose and the lipS 
of the NoBekem terra-ijotta of four years later, 
md it is probable tb?t Carmontelle’s is a closer 
likeness tha^i tne idealised Reynolds at Lansdowne 
House.^ 

What became of the popular transparencies, is 
df>ubtfuL One of them is said to have been sold; 
but others, being included' m the catalogt«e of 
1807, must have been still undisposed of at Gar- 
mon tellc’s death. From a note byMme. de Genlis, 
n would seem that ne^t;otiations were at one 
tune on foot to sell them advantageously in 
Russia, though she liad no further information on 
tht subject.'* The illustrations to the description 


‘ Sterne spcak«» ( f obtaining an etching of the drawing, 
but <bis IS unknown^ The original portratt did not form 
pait tf the Ledans collection. It was bought separately 
m London by the Puc d’Aumale tor £64, ^ few copies 
wert i%ued in 1890 by Messrs. Colnaghi 

Sec Appendix A (Carmontclle’s Transparencies). 
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of the Park of Monceau have already been rc* 
^‘rred ioJ But a closing word must be devoted 
the other engravings after Carmontclle’s draw- 
mgs, some of the onginals ot which are in the 
Music Contis, and some not. The bulk of these 
were by Jcaii-Baptiste-Joseph de La Fosse, the 
crigra\ a of ‘ La Molheureuse Famille Calas/ He 
1$ creditea among other things with a portrait of 
the ^ groh Due ' on horseback, in hunting costume, 
and duly furnished with the regulation cor-de- 
cha^se ; with portraits of the Duke and the Due 
de Chartres -n a bilhard-room; of Rameau 5 of 
the Abb6 dc Chauvehn, and of the Mozart 
group. Other engravers who copied Carmontellc 
were Houel, Miger, Auguste de Saint-Aubin, 
J, B. TiUidid (‘Pas de Dcu3^’), and Nicolas Ran- 
sonaette. To Caimonrcllc himself are assigned 
etchings of the Abbi Alkire, • Egalitif^ ' precep- 
tor ; of the Baron de Besertvah familiar in Carlyle , 
and ( ) Voltoke, walking in the neighbourhood of 
‘ Les Dilices.’ Carznontelle ai^^o executed a plate 
of ‘ La Bouquetidre ’ after Boucher. But his fame 
as an ratist wull rest mainly on tlie series of por- 
traits in the Mus^e Condc^, a standing testimony 

^ H'O of the Nattmachid and the lempje of 

White MarbJe, jire repiod jc<*d in Cam s ‘ Nouvciles 

pjcornenadei. dan', pp, ,76 
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to his rxccptiond gift of ^cpn^ , ^crvaticfoi 
hi*i cxti^rdmaiy fertility, ask^is* no extra- 

oidinary indu$tty. If his Wprk att?^ii#d 

the level of excellence which gives^||W:hc atmiUp 
of geniu^i^ it was of no small serving to con- 
temporaries^ and it is still of enduring interest 
to the historian, the antlquarj^^ end the erchaso- 
legist^ 

^ Siin;:^ this pap^r tot ippeared in the * National Re'jrjcw* 
tor June, 1911,4 long and interesting article on Cirmon- 
fclk, tiudrr the tftlc of ‘U« Amuseur Oubhf,’ has been 
roptnbut^'d to the ‘Revue d-^s ’’ 'ux Monde</ by M 
Auguitm Thierry (x5th Apfil^ *9* a). 
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W ITH Davies and Murphy^ with fioaden’s 
bulky ‘Correspondence/ with the two 
lives of Mr. Peicy Fitzgerald, and tlie t^inpact 
monograph of the late Joseph Knight, it might 
not unreasonably be Supposed that Gainck 
material, in spite of its extent, had already been 
sufficiently exploited. But whether the much- 
suspected final word has, -or has rtot, been tittered, 
it must be granted that discussion of a sul^iect from 
a fresh standpoint is never wholly out of date. 
While theie are German inquirers and French 
appraiseis (and indications are not wanting that 
each IS learning ^ometiinig from the me^ods of 
the other), wc may’ilwaj^s be glad to t^elcomc 
a supplementary study ot Garnck, either Teutonic 
or Gallic, feeling assured that Fnghsh writers, as 
well as ’ readers, could not fail of instruction* 
Great biographers we have, living and dead; but 
It can scarcely’ be asserted that in this particular 
departmeht tliic general level of craftsmanship as 
unimpeachable ; or that performances sach, as the 
Burns of the late M. Augu>tc Angeiher, or the 
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of M- j|[udionj, m ttimod ou^ 
the dozen in our' favoured kn<k ]|hdn 3 p addt*^ 
tion to the new survey or the |tegtoa»^;a$pett, 
there is the separ^ treatment m epipbde^? ^or 
indderts with tvliich a foireignor^ ehouli* his oh^n 
customs be concerned^ js nattirfcUy 
betWjWalt^ to deal thFn ^n mttsa^r. Rot^eau 
or Vofere in England are theoies itiore suited to 
dll Englishman than to a Freii^man* Sterne or 
Garrick in France, on the contrary^ may offer 
greater facilities to a Frenchman than an 
Englishman. In the case of Sterne, something 
has been done by the capable volume issued by 
M. PauI^Stapfer in 1870; but, in our own day, 
\ji has been reserved for Mons. F. A. Hedgcock, 
‘ Doc^eur-^^-Lettres ’ of tin; Sorbonne, to turn 
his social attention to Garrick^s exj'ieriences 
abroad.^ . 

Xo <3terrirkJ then, as seen for the moment 
through alien glasses, this latest i.vquiry is con- 
fined, Its author does not contemplate another 

^ ‘ Divid Can 14 k 1 1 ses Amis Fmi9ai8,> by F. A Hedg- 
tock, 1911, This 4va3 a thesis presented to the University 
of Pans for the ‘ DoctOrat-cs-Lettres. M- Hedgcock, who 
IS Etigiislx hy but h, and ^doctua termon^ s utriusque liaguae,' 
h s recently ti lufUtcd it, with additions (Stanley Paul and 
C o.). HeisnowlecttiiermFrenbh literature in thltTmversity 
of Birriniighdin. 
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life of the' gi eat ‘acteur cosimopolite/ as he* stylci* 
h'm; but hc^|>rofesse«5, from sources published' 
and unpublished, to trace out the story of 
Garrick’s relations with the French (bomediam 
who in 1749 visited London, and ako of his 
navels on tht Continent in 1763-5^ IVith this 
object M. Hedgcock has diligently t^Ss^uuned 
the numerous k Hers written by foreigners in the 
thiiiy-five volumes of Garricks Correspondence 
at South K(‘nsmgton — a mine until now moic 
prospected than explored. And to the result of 
his irncstlgatsons, he has prefixed such a brief 
biograph'wal mtujauction and general estimate as 
"vCfve to explain and illustrate Garnck’^ position 
with respect to h«s Ct'iihc con tern pen aries. But 
4. yen tins mod^:st design afib**ds him an opportunity 
of rectifying some of the undetected lapses of 
his forerunners. Of these correctiom, the most 
notable is contained m an appendix to Ms opening 
chapter, disposing of the claim— never u seems 
put, forward seriously by the actor hunself—^o 
noble French extraction His alieg-'d connection 
\yitb the Pcngourdiii De la Garngues turns out 
to be is unsupported a? Fielningk supposed descent 
fiom the HabsburgSj^ince reference to the mar 
riage register of his gjandfether, David Garric, 
'proves conclu'iively tSif the said grandfathe? was 
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* . . i 4 

a Prote&tant ‘ boatgeois «t marchan ! J m fioi deatux 
la Bastlde^ and hi« wifJiJ the 

daughter of Jean Sarj:a'/in> also a of 

Pons in Samtonge* In other words^ tiic imme- 
diate ancestor!^ of our English Roscius were 
frankly tnMjdle-dass and commercial j and of 
^ wM* as the Spaniards call it, there is 

no diStiAguishabk trace* But Huguenot and Bor- 
delais^ with a dash of Irish vivacity from the 
matetnal side, is hy uo means > bad histrionic 
blend. 

Future English wri*^ers on Garrick will do 
wisely to n<ite fhi little amendment of an oft- 
repfafrd ‘statement, unless indeed they are in a 
po ition to loiitiadict it — a rather remote con- 
jinjcncy. But it is beside M. Hedgcock*i> inten- 
t’o ' to p^ck holes in Garrick’s pedigiee; and 
t’i s 's only a casual detui of the chapter picfacmg 
1 s main nuipjse. In the same chapter he also 
touches bn^ fiy on Garrick’s aspects as actor, 
ShaKi*speaie-Io^ei and author., As author he 
counts least. A lortunate epigram or a happily 
tinned prologue uoes not make a poet. Nor can it 
be piettnded that adaptations from the French, 

1 owt t \ adroit, constitute stagecuift; and it is to 
*^ated that, in <The Clandestine ^Marriage,’ 
tlu* only one ofGarricl<% pieces which has passed 
F 



^ Qmitik's ‘ Grand Ttfw 

iptd the rfpcitoiiie, the elder Qolman was his 
^llabomtori.^? Of his abridgments and readjust- 
of Shakespeare’s text, apart from his im- 
pe^rsohation of Shakespeare’s characters, the less 
iaid the better, although, having, regard to the 
French inflpeqce they betray, they cannot be 
entirely disregarded. But as an actor, there is no 
doubt ^ to his undisputed Suprema^^ and 
Hedgcock’s quotations from Grimm and 
Pr^yiWe show how thoroughly this was recog- 
nized by his admirers of Outre-Manche. What 
ai?^m$ to have struck them most was the mar- 


^ It is true that he is credited with more quq^ted passages 
tliaa iome greater men But his jewels are mostly old 
gems re-set. Hi» ‘fellow-feeling makes one wondrous 
kmd/ comes \irtuaiiy, like Captain Shandon's Oreek md 
Latm^ from Burton s * Anatomy’; and, as pointed out m 
a later piper m this voiume> his oft-eired couplet on the 
fugitive nature of the actorS art had been anticipated by 
Robert l^loyd. One of his less known couplets opens the 
‘ Prologue * to that hapless Virginia ’ of Faimy Burney’s 
‘ Daddy CrUp ' • 

PRODOGDEd, like compliments, arc loss of time, 

’Tis penning bows, and making legs in rhyme. 

Tl^ manuscript of the ‘ Clandestine Marriage,’ it may 
be patdy in Cdlman*s,and partly in Garrick’s hand- 
writing, was rcdsttfrly pn sale m London , It has. now gone 
— ^where so many things bow go— to America. 
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vellous versatility which enabled l#tt to pass 
ini^tantancOusly fiorn comedy to t.Sg4Jv> 

. em ’ And the auditional fktt that^ l« Koussea% 
^^ery Tew of hts audience could have u*idex«»tood 
En^.^hsh^ o a st.mdmg proof of thae extraordinary 
facial power to whuh so many have testified 
fiom Johmon to Liclitenberg* Gnmin^a words 
arcmd'neWj but they will bear rc| -.mtior; and 
we niajce a t>Oin»what longer quotation than 
M* Hedgeork: * It is easy to contoii one’s face; 
that may b< conceived; but C?arnck knows 
neithei grimace nor exigg^r'^tion; alltht change* 
that uke place in hiS te.^tuies aiKc out of the 
»nanner i«i which he is affected inrctnally: he 
never exceeds the tiuth; and ho kiiow'^ that 
Hi «-f ’n<"once*»ablc -vC»ut' of impioving his ap- 
pcar.im c without othr* a^J than passion. We 
have seen him pla)^ the dagger scene in the 
nagedy of ‘Macbeth,’ in a loom, m oidmary 
ures*, witlh’u anv help fiom theatrical ihusion; 
anc^ m p op< ifv^n as with hi^ r t!> he followed 

* )e confims tbj!> iii i letter rt> CriiruL iiom PaiU 
of loih April J762 . *^Tis» the grciitsi piobiem in natuie, 
in *.his mtndian, that ont and the samt man should 
po*. such tragii aj*d comic pvswers, and in such an 
etpiUbno, as 10 divide the vvoud for which of the two 
Natui ir tended him, Works/ 1798, ix, 78.) 
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ilifiigger haugfni^ md movmg in ife^' air^Jjhn^j 
expression became so fine f il dev^enait $I beau^as 
to cJKjtTact a general cry of admiration from all the 
Will it be credited that this same man, 
a mdment afterward<;3 imitates with equal per- 
fect ion a pastiy-cook’s boy, who, gaping about 
In'm in the sticet, his stock-in-trade on his head, 
letff'h’s tray tumble in the gutter,, and dumb- 
founded at first with his aendent, ends by. bursting 
into tears. ^ 

Another testimony, that of the famous PriviHe 
— ‘ Mercviry hirnsclf,’ Sterne calls him-— is less 
known, Aftei speaking of the actor’s obligation 
to assume all paits, he says: ‘Nature niggard 
of iiiese phtoomr*aa, who appear once in a cen- 
tum, and sa< li, incontestably, is a comeriian so 
CHikmcd. Foi our century this piienomenon 
was icstrved to England * Gainck had no rival 
in any counti y> and the title fof Rosciusj which 

^ Grinsm^ 'Coct, Litt ’ hdy, 176 c. The* pumai^j^ mis- 
adventuKb mest have hrtn a nnt >* fvltng <onfemp(^ ary 
jeSt la Hf'ganh\ * Fear 'Fjmtv of ’hr a hoy 

15 shown < rym^t 'ipi ^anoi \y he broken the 

Uish he js' lunging from t' ^ by setting n down too 

‘'martly on a and m the SlMarch 10 Finchk)/ J750, 
*i p>mRii» wnh 1 fray on lu< head, being robbed by a 
man who i«! mudiamfy <1? >wmf hss aftennon to a trkk 
played on a no Ik maid 




I HE TWO GAK RICKS BY CARMONIELLL 

(1‘ROM CfKUYER’s ‘‘CHVNIILtY LESrORTRAHS DE C ARMON I R1 I IC,” 
BY PERMISSION OF MM. PION-NOUF^KU FJ CIE ) 
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he mented h still unclai^tid#’ ^ "Probably 
this pccuhar mobility of wl^ch led. Cit- 

tnon^lle, in bn Chantilly'^ port«a^ to depict 
Garrick, in one and the same design, as? comedian^ 
an<’ tragedian. Indeed (although tile point does 
not appear to have. been noted), i:h^ posture and 
gestures of the tragic Garrick are precisely those 
which he might have beep expected to assume in 
the aforeoit ntioncd scene from * Macbeth.^ is 
certainly looking ai something m the air, and fipt 
at his cornu double/ 

With Garrick^'s pcr-onabty we may now how- 
ever dispense, and pass to his foreign friends. 
Foremost of these was one Jean Monnet, whose 
very chequered experiences as page to the Duchess 
of Ecny, punter, 'author, IVappist, prisoner in 

' ‘ M' uiou i’ of Prdville, 182-5 

^ Set antt'y p. 58 There js a passage 111 Diderot's 
“ Paiudoxe vnr le Comedieii^ winch is worth quoUng in 
this connection ; * Garnck will put 1 Is held between two 
iolcliug dour^, r>nd »n the course of five or $ix seconds liis 
cxnh^ssion %'i4 Cihnjgc &ucce»sj\dy from wild delight to 
Um., crate pic ist ^ ^rom this to tranquillity, from Iran- 
cpuiluy ,0 sufpo^c, fiom surprise to blank astonishment, 
f 'vnn that to sonow, from soirow to thr air of one over- 
^^hela^cd, fiom that to fnght, from flight to horroi, from 
honor to despaii, and thence he will go again to the 
point fiom which he started. (W. H. Pollocii'* tianslation, 
1885, p 
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the Bastillp, Director of the ThMtic de la Foire 
(de Germain), and so forth, had brought him 
at .n 5 749 to London with a troupe of French 
actors. He bad come at the irifvitation of John 
R'Ch, the manager of Covent Garden; but Rich, 
alariued ^ y some onunous indications of Gallo- 
phobia, withdrew from h’s bargain. Thereupon 
Moiinet^ at a nonplus, turned to Gairick, who 
liefriended him, wuh the lesult that Monnet and 
•hisi company opened the little theatre in the 
Haymarket. Ricn’s apprehensions were by no 
rnean-i gioundlesf. 'Fhc (list i ^presentation closed 
Ignobly with a di'^pute between tlx boxes and the 
gallery, and siltncc was orh ^e( ured for the 
second by a formidable cohort of hned butchers 
and watenpier. iMnaily tlie L< rd Chamberlain 
stopped the pcifoimancc, and Mo nnet had to 
tonso^c himself as he rould with the subventions 
of his supporters, and a benefit generously bestowed 
on him by Gamck. The result of these things 
was a Id” dong inendship between the two mwi ; 
and thci^ are oome fifty of Monnet’s letters to 
Gariick in Cue Forster Coll^cti m. Henceforth it 
IS Monncl w^ho becomes, to speak, Gainck\ 
indefatigable agent and Pans conespondent. 
* Coiffures ^ and k< cs for Mrs. Garrick ; new plays 
and engtavings for her husband; dancers, cooks, 
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jeweilt*i., professors of Fr^ch — If,, all . ^ 
matters Monnet is the advisfsr aj> ^ivet»al, pro- 
vider; *?nd the more devotiSf unu a^duouS^ be- 
cause, before a few years are jpvcvy flh regained 
po^ uion *15 Director of the (Jj>cra Comitpie has 
left him an enriched and unoccupied maoi.* He 
gave Garrick mvalu’b’e aid toe Iigjmng and 
decorating of Uruiy L.nu , -ancl itwa> to Monnet 
that Gair<^ k wa^ aulebicti roi an introduction |o 
one ot his most useful coadjiito* Casanov 4 **» 
pupdj the paiiiui Philip de Loutherbomgj wjio 
eventually became superintendent of the scenery 
and machujciy of ^ iheatie. *More than one of 
Garri( k\ occasio’',^^ uiccch owed tholr existence, 
!t not th< ^ to the eifecrivt picture-setting 

!•" dc Lnuiiitav V 1, A sec snd notability whom 
]v! unet setr to Garx.ck wu* the pyiotcchnist, 
foiri^ to whoi»c Ma^ylcbonc Gaidcn fireworks 
l)r. unkindly, and ejuuo indefensibly, 

"•oiapai . V. u e metncal ‘ corusca' ions * of the author 
uf*^ An Ih T) 11 a Country Church Yard/ Lastly, 
a was thiongh Monnet that Garrick piade tiie 

fjU 3 ntanct of yet another lu^iOMiy of Maryk-* 
bone, Haydn' friend, Barth^ltoon the vudin^st, 

^ )nc iS i prolil^» excellently engrailed 

bv Sdmt-Aul^fc, ^ive. an attractive Idea uhMaimet It has 
aUu i acdily appropriate motto j 
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beginning, as leader of the band there, ended 
by conducting the orchestr^at Vauxhall* 

,,^0 visit GarricS, m all probability, 

si||Ldc his first journey tO^^aris, taking with him 
hts wife, Eva Maria Violette, to whom he had 
been married two years before;* and ^ who (adds 
Davies) from the day of her marriage to the death 
of her husband, had never been separated from 
fcto for twenty-four hours/ One of his fellow 
travellers is said to have been Srr George Lewis* 
afterwards murdered in the Forest of Bondy/ 
Another *compa;;non de voyage’ was ^M. Denl^/ 
who may have been that Chafes Denis, the later 
friend of Chiu chill and Ronert Lloyd, whom the 
latter fondly regarded as ^ i,u Fontaine bv tran*^ 
migration * —a description which, jjudging from 
ihc versions in the ‘St James’s Magazine,* sug- 

^ "With tb?s tvfnt IN *ai>»ociand oi.c of the numerous 
legends aj’aiug out di Ovirrirk’s remarkable mimeUc 
powers The suspected murderer, an Italian count, was 
an the point of being rekised for want of evidence, wh< >5 
Garrick, mikuui' up as the dead extorted troni tia 
nrnfied admission of bis guns Tht *toiy 

on a par with tint Uter fable of the jou;'n«iist de la Place, 
which ;e}^rcse^t« GiUrrack ^ impersonating Piehhng long 
after his death, in order to prove that, in Uus way, he had 
bcljicd Hogarth to recall the features— the very marked 
features, be it added-^-of hiS former 



gests an impcrfisct tstim^td-pf the |wp^taEie|^a^ 
of the Frcndh ^conteur.* It^is lawtuifatc that 
Garriclc’b journal of 1 751 ^ bccn'^oBt^ as this 
fact, coupled with thp ^fect that tits' record 
probably restricted tb^Moitnet’s jfejrcle, has of 
necessity limited Hedgcock's investtptioiia. 
As regards Gai nck!s rresentation tef Lo^s XV » 
M. Hcdgcock has discovered llo confirmatory evid- 
ence. But he has disinterred from the « Joumat* 
of the vaudevilMst, Charles CoHd-^who is bis 
authority for the mention of Denis, and who, Idee 
Carmontelle, was one of the readers to Jfhe ^ gfos 
Due’ of Orkans — an entiy rdatmg l^*a meet- 
/ne on 1 2th July, bet#cen the ‘I'rencli Anacreon’ 
and the ‘English Roscius.’ Garrick acted for 
Coll <5 the Kunous dagger-scene, of which Grimm’s 
iifrnunt has already been quoted; and Colld^s 
r, -collections full) bear out Grimm’s report. * He 
[Garrick] nlled us with terror; it is not possible 
fo depKt i situation better, to render it with 
greater v*.armtb,and at the same time to be more 
self'possesbod ’ ' iHe considers all our actors more 

' At d-'ie, it should be observed that, although 
^ohie of Shakespeare’s playn had been poorly translated by 
dt la Place, Shakespean' was httle known in France gener- 
d W The madequatc ‘ Hamlet * of Buds (who^ had i^o 
l^nghsh) was not acted until 17^9; his * Rofheo et Juliette ’ 
in 17725 lus ^JUar’ in r783,'a«id his ^Ma^eth* in 17S4.. 
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or leis.bad (Colli continues); and in thia ra{>oct 
we,|^y ditm^p Wm/ But Garrick must have 
mad|ei'exception in favour of Mile. Clairon, whose 
.m)^U slfterwards conquered Jboth Goldsmith and 
Gibbon.' ' With some {MTofosional reservations, 
he greatly admired hei ; and predicted for hei 
the more distinguished future she achieved. 

‘ His correspondence contains but one reference 
to this expedition ; and that is in a letter to his 
brother Peter, apparently written, after bis re- 
turn to England, from Lord Burlington’s house 
at Chiswick: ^ You ask me (he says) how 1 like 
France? It is y® place in the World to make 
a Visit ta & I was indeed much satisfy’d with 
Journey. ... I had much honour done me 
both by Fiench & English; & E\cry body and 
Thing contributed to make me happy The 
great fault of our Countrymen is, y^ when they 
go to Paris, they keep too much among them- 
selves, but if they would mix French as 

I did, rt js a most agreeaWe Jaunt ’ W hen Gar- 
rick left Paris, and whether h. » departure v^as in 
any way connected lyith-^ fiusrratcd project /o^ 
attracting French^afcnt lo London, an enteipnse 
in -which the ^ privot des marchands ’ found it 

* Gdldsiuitb^s 1759, iSk). i; Gibbon’s *Auto- 

Iwogiaphks,' 1:8^6, pp iio4, 



Gmrickts ' Gmnd^Dovr’ 75 

nec^jssary to intervene, it is impossi'W**’^ say. I®' 
any case, he was back m Engla^ i-i 
A piViod cf moie tlian tw^elve 
!:>efore he ag^in crossed the Ciianncl. But W the 
intcrv.J he added two to the list of bi« i^refich 
friends, of whom one, by the promise of hIs brief 
life, deserves a passing’m€.>6on. was Cknde- 
Pierre Patu, a t onsumpttve y^img advocate xnd 
dramatist, much interested in England, and’ an 
enthusiast in Shakespeare and Garrick. ^Ac the:^^ 
end of 1754, 14 spite of the fogs, he came to 
London for a fewweeas, assiduously frequenting 
Dfuiy I/ane Tiicatrc, l|e spredilygrew mtjmare 
wirh the accessible actot, who received him with 
Sine p(»)ites$<v vraiment and, gomg 

bac‘; to France, began, like Monner, to corre- 
spoiid regularly with hi$ new friend on matters 
theatrical and literary. He showed much atten- 
tion to Garrick’s colleague, Pritchard, when 
she visited Pans with her daughter j he assisted 
m negotiating between Garrick and the dancer/ 
No^'crie. One <d hi^ projects, anticipating John- 
*^011, wav to write, m conjunction with Garrick, 
a ^Parnasse Angloil/ or Lives of the British 
Poets, which was to reveal tO; his benighted 
countrymen the unsuspected riches of oifansular 
muse. ToFiiron’s ^Journal fi^anger he con- 
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tribuied papers on many English subjects — Mrs. 
Charlotte Lenox’s ^ Shakespeare Iliustratecl,’ the 
**Baiban)3s>a’ of Dr. Drown of the * Estimate* 
(fhat Barbarossa ’ whose midnight bell was so 
dear to Johnson’s ^Diclr Minim M), the alteia- 
4:ions of Qp nick in ^ Romeo and Juliet^’ and 
(peihaps) a version oi Garrick’s adaptation of 
Matteux, the ‘Lying Valet.’ But in 1756, he 
cettainly issued anonymously^ under the title 
*'*Choix de Petites Pieces du Thi,ltre Anglai'',’^ 
tw»o volume*, of translations of English Plays, the 
second of which consisted of the ^Beggai’s 
Opera’ and the ‘What d’ye Call It’ of Gay, 
whom he greatly admired. Patu must have 
been a singularly engaging personage, since he 
•succeeded m concihatmg both Voltaire and Fri- 
ion ; and he even contrived, at the Deliccs, to 

' J V lb not tne h..r traiislation, toi, strangely 
enoiJghj it na** with ^.jsion nade (sav 1 T^Uu) *by a 
C» rmau who knew neither KngUbh ixo” ficncV that m 
J749 MonneiS company had atumpted to a ut ict an 
English audience. Patu^s lendcnng (tiow before u$) is a 
creditable production, usctuli> annotated H** aku trans- 
lated, in hiS first volume, Dodsley^ ‘To)-Shop,’ ‘J^ing 
and the hhlhi of Mansheld,* and * Blind Begi^ai of Bethnal 
Green,’ as well as Coffey’s popular ‘ Wives bletamurphosed/ 
some of whicJi pieces tound imitators m France. Sedaine’s 
* 0iabk a Quatrr/ for instance, is based on Codey 
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champion that ‘ salable Karbariaxtf ShajiSjrpesire. 
Until M. Hedgcock andM. 
him, little seems to'^nave been linowi^^hk^i 
and though Boaden prints^ his letters, rVeilci 
and English, Garrick’s EtsgMsh biographoitf nev& 
mention his name. Unhappily, he was of th^ 
whom the Fates but show to mankind, 
died prematurely of decline in 1757, To^^g- 
Und he never ’^etumc^i but he retained hi^pre- 
dilection for us to the end; and his final missive 
to Garrick from Naples in November 17561 the 
kst of a packet which 'Ae actor had labelled ^ Poor 
Patu’s Letteis/ cld^es with the Ghent’s far'ewel! 
in ‘ Hamlet Adieu ^ Remi^mber me 1 ’ 
Jean-Georges Noverre, or the ‘Chevalier’ 
Novene,' another of Garrick’s French fnerids at 
this date, is not at the altitude of Patu, although 
as a poj^lar ‘ maitfc-de-ballet,’ he was naturSfiy 
moie widely known. He had be^ introduced 
to Garrick by Monnet, one of lybose coiUpany 
he had been at the Th^tre de la Fjphe. In 1754 
he had delighted the Parisians by twtt elaborate 
< lioreeraphic entertainments, bc^ d^Cribed m 
triumphs of artful . variety and irigemous com- 
b nation — ^tbe ‘Ffites Qhi noises and the ‘Fon- 
taine de Jouvence.’ Garrick endeavouffd to se- 
cure the ^Chinese Festival’ troupe for Drury 
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Lane; and after protracted prelimmarica with 
Novi^re^ who, being a Swiss, developed sfll the 
mercenar) aptitudes of his race, the)^ arrived in 
London in* Novcmbei 1755. But the moment 
was singularly ill chosen. England was on the 
eve ol that Seven Years’ War whose origin so 
perplexed the envincnt hi^^torian, Mr, Barry 
•Ly^ndon; and animosity to ^ insulting Gaul ’ was 
especi/dly among the 1 vrr classes— in its 
acutest fctage. It was idle to protest to an un- 
reasoning mob that Noverre wa^ of another 
nationahiy, as Foote said later in the 
the ^ patnot gingerbread baker from the Botough ’ 
would nor suftei ‘danceis from Switzerland, 
because he hated the French.’ Even though 
George II attended the fiist n^presentations of 
the ‘Chinese Festival/ there were disturbances 
at the outset, which increased in intensity with 
cveiy renewal of the performance. Constant 
collisions took place between the rival factions j 
blows were exchanged, swords drawn, benches 
torn up, mirrors and luatre^ smashed^ and not a 
few ptsrsons maimed or injured. On the i 8 thy 
the di^rdcr' reached culminating point. The 
unfortunate dancers were a'^sailed with a storm 
of peas and tin-tacks; and as soon as the pit was 
clears by the boxes, it was le-captured by the 
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gallery. At last* a battalicwi of biiw btllijsdf^ 
entering the theatre* ejec«#the 
Whp hurrieifl off vindictively to 
'windows, and, if possible, 'bum hijf 
Southampton Street, ^So ended a fiisftnight*^ scan- 
dal. Garnck seems nevertheless to luVc behaved 
liberally to Novel!re, although he had suffe^ 
heavily by the damage to his properly 5 and it' te 
to Noverre’s subsequent ‘Lettres sur ies Arts 
imitateurs' that we ^we one of the Best and 
most detailed accounts of Garrick's acting. It is 
too lengthy to reproduce entire ; but it is the 
report of an expert eye-witness ; and one or two 
passagei> confirming what has already been said 
ma> find a place here: *He [Garrick] was so 
natural, his expression had so much truth, his 
gestures, his physiognomy, and hi^ looks wxrc so 
eloquent and so persuasi^ e, that tlicy placed even 
those who knew no ^n^lish in possession of the 
racis of the story. He could be followed easily; 
he touched in th^ pathetic; in the tragic be 
aroused all the successive emotions of the most 
vioh‘nt passions, , . . In^the highei comedy > he 
captivated and entranced ; in the lesser kind he 
'imuscd , and he transformed himself in the theatre 
witli so much ait that he was often unfocognized 
b) peisuns who habitually lived With him* . • , He 
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may, without partiality, be regarded as the Roscius 
of England, because wnth diction, delivery, fire, 
tt|iture, wit and delicacy, he combined that 
pahtomime and that rare expression x>f dumb 
show which characterize the great actor and the 
complete -^omedian/ 

Noverre, it is safe to infer, owed much to 
^'Ciafrii^k; and it was from Garrick that he learned 
the sovereign use of gesture and expression, even 
in dancing. 

With May 1756 the Seven Years’ War began, 
and further trips to France had t(^ be indefinitely 
postponed, though Garrick often ta*-? a longing 
eye across the Channel, and even dunng the 
progress of hostilities cherished vague projects 
fur re-vhuin^ Ficneb friends. At the Pea<"r 
of P.aris aiji tht^e iaclinations reuved with new 
ptrtinacity, heightened by the reports of Sterne, 
who preceded hjm by seveial months. He wa'» 
grievously or change 5 his sleepless energy 

hSd impaitcillifs health; he was fretted by petty 
cabals and jealousies, and, cxcelleot actor though 
he was, th^ fickle public. had grown a little weary 
of him. Consequently, leaving Drury Lane to 
his partner Lacy and his brother George, with 
Coiman for literary assessor, he started for the 
Continent in September 1763, carrying with Inm 
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Mrs. p^rrick and hi$ pet dog^ 
later he reached the French dsf.aual. His first 
visu was to the I'h^trc fran^ak, of Vhich he 
wa'istraightway mad** free* Here MUe.^ Dtunesiul 
was iicting m La CbaussSe’s ‘ trying comedy’.of 
^La Gduvefnante*; add "apparei|tly struck Gar- 
nek chiefly by wtet' Gibbon calls her intem- 
perate sallies/ ‘She^madc use/ Garrick wiotCj^ 
*of little startings and twkehings^ which ara 
visibly artificial^ and the mere mimicry of the,, 
free, simple, and noble working of the passions.^ ^ 
He called on Pr^vilJe, and on Mile. Clairbn, of 
whose tnaikcd advame in ber new manner he 
had he*ard from Stenu, *She is highly improved 
tance you saw ner/ Yorick had said. But the 
Mslanvhe ct Guiscard* of Saurin,^theu being 
played at the Com^diei a verbign of Thomson’s 
^ Tancred and budi»mnnda’ in which Garrick him- 
self had often acted Tancred, was not one of 
her successes, although, if we are to believe 
Bachaumont’s ‘ Memoires Secrets/ he gave he^ 
hints I'his may have been thcr case, as the rc- 
licarsals were in progress when he arrived* Bui 
he IS discrtxtly silent as to the piece and her part 
in It. 

Shortly after its production at the close of 
^ Fitzgcraid's ♦ Garrick,* 1899, p. 284* 

G 
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Sfcptemter, he must have left Paris for Italy, 
gumg first to Lyons; and it wrfs more than a 
yigtr he fore h^ Pans again. Making his way 
Min Lyons to Turin, he sent a gobsiping letter 
to ^ his brother George, asking for news oPthe 
theatre; beggiue; him to forward Churchill’s 
^Qhost’ (presumahly Book IV, the Jast pub- 
J^hed); warning Inm not t^lif* the soif* spoil 
Hogarth’s Election pictures (then, hanging in the 
bow-room at Hampton Hous^^\ and so forth. 
Perhaps the nio'it important item of mrclligcnce 
in this coiTunio ,\ation is the anaouncenierit that 
Voltaire has warmly united him to visit Ferney, 
a pleasure which he proposes ro defer until his 
return ffom Italy. But he is clearly much dis- 
turbed by ^ Voltaire’s declaration, m the ‘Essai 
sur Ics Moeurs et FEsput des Nations,’^ that 
there was ‘mon* Bftrbatiwi than Genius in Shake- 
speare’s works.’ From Turin th<' Garru k& passed 
to' Milan; ncKt to Genoa ar:d Florence, where 
they were welcomed br Frcdtrcic the Great’s 
Chamherlain, the foet Kranvescu Alga ott*, tnen 
ill and fading. Garrick recommended inm to trv 
that rival in popularity to Dr. 

Powder, the Tar Water of Bishop Berkeley. 
But tar water helped the poor ^Swan Padua’ 
^ Works, 1819, vol. XV, p 
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as it had'^.iielped .Fielding, Algaroiiti 

died in the foHowing year^ ori^hi. thai^ 

had written frr Garrick an introduction 
some pf his friends at his old' home, 1?o!cg® 
Afte’' a fortnight’s sight-seeing' tn'Kcnne the 
iravcflen went on to the Christmas festivities at 
Napkv, whence arrive to George Garrick fFes|i 

counts of the Iti^n J people who were every^ 
where fitting and flattering his illustrious broth0 
-Lord and Ladjr Spencer, Loid Exeter, Lad|^^' 
Orford (Horace Wal|x>le%" erratic bister-in-law)^^ 
Lord Palmerston — -and of endJc^is ba^s, suppers 
and masquerades. He has ‘ torgor England, and 
*i]^ his trumpery at Dnny Lane/ lie t4 collect- 
mg musical data for Burney; he has^naeV the 
acquaintance of thv two Dances^ one of v hom 
Natliariicl (afterwardsi Sn Nathaniel Dance Hol- 
land), was, to paint him most successfully — far 
more successfully than Hogarth — as Richard IIL 
He has spen the curiosities of the neighbour- 
hcod; and w the Elysian Fields at Baae has 
l^cen so ‘ vei V Hctr wet to the skin/ that he was 
in dpacitared for enjoying either Caesar^ Palace 
or Tally’s villa/ 

^ foibles are so familiar that it is only 

fair to clear things f not proven.' He bad bf(4 

annoyed, t'AS*- letter shgwjs, by some in the *St. 
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Ap?M finds him once more at Rome, where 

Di^nhe painte, and Nollefcens (then six-and* 
twenty) models a first bust of him. In May he 
Parma, doing the dagger scene for the Duke 
of York and an illustrious party — * mouthing for 
snufi^bpxcs,^ as one of his company afterwards 
, in^llerejQtly put it,’ in reference to a present he 
ilfpCeived on this occasion. Then he follows the 
to Venice, from which place he writes 
in Jun^ 'to George Garrick. Both he and 
his wife are unwbllj and they arc to the mud 
baths of Atano. The regime seems to have 
suited the lady ; but her husband was not equally 
fortunate, ‘ I eat and drink too much and laugh 
from ttilgrmng to night,’ he had written from 
Naples. ’The reviser of f Romeo and Jtdiet’ 
should have remembered that ‘Violent delights 
have violent ends,’ By the time (August 1764) 
he had reached his next stage, Munich, 'he was 

Jameses Ch^ott^dc^’al^put his /dancing with Duke of 
Devonshire/ Hithlfito it has heen too hastily ass»mied 
tfeat ^Di ke ’ was a mistake for * Dn<hess/ with the corol- 
lary that SaiT^t k himself sent the story to press. But 
M. Hedgcodi, rowientioasly consulting the stateme nt in 
sitU| discovers it W be an eaUrdy iictitious account of an 
imaginary file m honour of the Peace, at which, among 
Other things, Mr, Otmek and’hts Grace were to figure in 
a country*dance ! 



ill. tVexcellcllt (^Intfr 
thfe lodg sc<]jl:ien^ df ta 

taken pjR)^ Florente^^irte, iilfti 
in a ^ndc^ ilad(^^^^pressiif<eViii|| 
sphere {Jliest skr<j Si. iM;|c0«k'v 
-wilds Jltuid enderly pf#a«ng «h^ «flfect/ 
Thsjt is ly sa/M-Ihe: was laW Sp for five 
With seveM bilious fever. He was so ba^ t 
sketched his ovJM epitaph,* which wohld 
been moie afieeting, Wpre it not |)robabie tlRit 
the whole twelve lines were composed for the 
sake of the last two: Jt 




Much-hoaour( d Camdtn wa^ my friend. 

And Kenneic wah my toe 

His jllness pulled him down considerably, ^nd 
he was apparently growing homesick* September 
found him at Aug6:biug debating whether he 
should jom the Duke of Devonshire 
Spaw,* or pay hi^ piomised visit to Voltaire. 
The sudden dvath of the Duke on 3rd October 
settled one proposition j and, owing to th%j$tate 
of his health, he determined to abandon the other. 
In a highly alembicate epistle, the much^-cor- 
rec ted drafts of which are at South Kensington, he 
excused himself to the au|:ocrat of Perney, who, 
among othei things, had peditely offered his ex-» 
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pedied'^est iflie useof his little . theatre. 

He should have been happf fndeed (Garrick 
v^e) could he have beep the means of bringing 
Shakespeare into som<^ favour With M.. de Vol- 
taire* ^ No enthusWick Missionary vi^ho bad con- 
vened the Emperci^ of China to his religion 
would have been prouder than I, could i have 
recgnfelM the fiist Genius of Europe to out 
XjimiViatick faith.’ To this, after his fashion, he 
aJdi'd a qualifying postscript. ^ Xhul have called 
Shakespeare our dramatic^ faith )et I must do 
my country*mtn the Justice to declare that not- 
v^nthstanding their deserv’d admiration of his 
astonishing Powers they are not bigotted to his 
erroii!*, a^f'^ome Freuc)) Journalists have so con- 
fidently affirm’d.’ 

In the course of Octobci he arrived at Paris, 
the iiv of which, says Gr'mm, perfectly restored 
him; and for the rfext six months despite the 
strain (»f his illness, lie uniiinued a flattered centre 
of atti action. He took a convenient first floor in 
the Rue St. Nicaise close to the Tuilenv^ ; and 
the salons of philosophcdom at once flung open 
their doors to him. At the rue Sainte Anne, 
HelviStms and his wife welcomed him in their 
magnificent hotel, then the rendezvous of all the 
notabilities. ‘ There, ^ says M. Hedgcock^ m'a 



carefiVly wrought passage, 
the irrej^e'^siblC) the .inquiring, .eii|y 
everythin 5 ^,.:,iflitting from one sub|j^ tp an^fer 
with astciul^iujg i api Jity ; D*Alcmhfi‘f, the di^y- 
bu(] of the Vuinet-table, the^wjtticsi of talkers,^ 
who, after a ^norning spe|ft ^pvcr mathematical 
problems, camdto c'sat of’^ acting with^e Eng^ 
iish visitor; th^hanrlsome Marmoatel, mo|«4v 
ately gifted but mii\h satisfied with himself; Sa^t- 
Lambert, cold, aff<\tcd, very picked of speech; 
Gntiim, tlaC J^eea,/C^c, collecting on ^11 side5> 
the material for-lfis r^orrespondance Secr^ite”; 
the Abbi Morellct,. whom Voltaire, for hts 
causticity, nicknamed f‘vthc!^Abb^ Mord^les,” ana 
others beside who composed Jw^at^^rat calls] 
the Etats de IVsprit humain. * ’ ' 

Xiiother of the .houses whcrolie was cordially 
received was that of the author oi the ‘Systime 
de la Nathre/ Baron d’Hodbach, wWc, in Edi- 
tion to most c"" the foregoing, he i^t the itn- 
j ressionabie cx-actress and author, MrtW, 
bom, aftei Wards a firm friend and one of\he,^ 0 St 
constant, if most impulsive, of his corresudhd- 
ents. A third rallying-place was the historic salon, 
in the rue St. Honor^, of that * mdTe nournce 

* In his English edition M. HedgeOtk has evpandec 
this, but we preserve our version of the original passage. 
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des j^ilosophes^* Mme, Geoffriii, whose j^it and 
conversation attracted not only Hume and Wal- 
"poIe^,.but Wilkes and Adam^Smith, Here Gar- 
T!^ found sculptors and artists; anil "t was doubt- 
fess'co this time that he owed his acquaintance 
with Joseph Vernet ' the friend <i/ Mmc, Vigic-, 
^Lehtu^; with Hu^rt Bo^rgwgnon, otherwise' 
Graveldt, and with the statuary, J. B# j^e Mc^ne, 
who exhibited abust Of him at the Salon of 1765. 

this ^(^genia] co^npiiiy 6ainclc was thor- 
oughly at home. HeVaa of rre|t<sh extraction; 

spoke French as flyi;fntl|r as his wife spoke 
tjerman; his vivacity, his 'tact, his insatiable 
* desir dc plaire/ wese all recommendations to ad- 
mirers ^l!«ady piepossessed in his fevour. Ho 
wanted no pr^^nig to exhibit his talents— made 
no pretence hesitation; but was ready at a 
momenf f notice to gratify a sympathetic T^udience. 
^Withoi’t waiting Tor the wish to become a 
petition, aJonemid »drro«nded by faces thjiit almost 
touched own, he played th^'greatestiicenes of 
the English stage. His ordiparywat of iploak, his 
hat ari hoots or -^hocs, as he arranged them, 
became the^ best conceivable costumes for every 
ix>ss!ble r61c/’ For^^e benefit* erf listeners his 

* Garftt, ^Menjoirch historlques slir Ic XVIII SiMe, 
etc.,* iBai, Bk v. 
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words w«rc sometimes fl^% Iparj^hjr^ed 
French by the jourrtalut Sual^ but 
less. ‘ The pantdmimc of Garlick,w3«^|lje'n^ 
tne most ejftergetic, th/most Vathetic^of,^irajis|ii- 
tiom/ In reg?ird to this, M. HedgcBck rd^fes 
once more the oft and variously told storjr of the 
friendly, contest Jtetween GaTjrick 
Clan on at the house (rf Mr. Neville of the 
bas^.y. Mile. Clairon, to draw G^iiclc out, recited 
passages fioir Racine and Voltaire: Garrick re- 
sponded wiuh the dagger scene and the soliloquy 
in ‘ Hamlet/ Then, going on to the madness of 
Lear, he incidentally informed the company what, 
had first taught h'ln to depict it. It was the re- 
e^ec'tion of the poignant ditoess of an hn happy 
f^er who, hf accident, bad , dropped A child 
horn a windaW. And prescntly,,lcaning over the 
back pf a ch'air, he re-enacted tlfe Whole scen^-^^ 
t(ie fether^s agohy, horror, ins^nity~with sdeh 
tremendous effect ih^ as Murphy says, ‘tears 
gushed from cry eye in the' room.* 
have I seen '.aiiythmg more dreadful/ 

Gnmm, who wis present; and Marmontd, an- 
other guest, after a night’s rest, was still trenSu- 
lously uiuiet'the spell. ‘If Wf had actors like 
you/ he tolAGarnck next day, ‘ our s(|(^es would 
not be so diffuse; we should^ let thor silence 
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•iptkky atid it would say more than our vcrsesi 
The imi^ge of Macheth, he declared^ would be 
fp him * the mteilectual model of theatrical de- 
clamation n its highest fioint of ertcrgy and 
truth \ and he seem« to imply that he should 
ut)b\e hib memories for a study of * Declamation * 
m the ^ Encyclopedic/ But the intention must 
faded with the imJ>res 5 ion, for the article 
contains no mention ol Garnck. 

.Lapses of this-sort are not unnsual in light and 
mercurial natures; and even Garnck himself has 
been accustjd of /orgettmg some of his former 
french associate^ ofTditrtcen years earlier, CollC, 
in particular, bitterly resented what he reitarded 
the difference between the’^bou enfant" of 1751 
and the pampered. favourite of the philosopher 
whom he met again in 1 765. But thus ctmpiaini, 
M. Hcdgcock points oUt, U ted one, 

and there aic nurnerouH instances to piove that 
Garrick by nO neglected h ^ French 

fiicnds^ He \.eUbfated the sticcr^s of his former 
prognostications lespecung MUe Ckinm with an 
icngiaving after a drawing u) .Sravelot entukd 
* La Prophetic Accor iphe/ where Melpomene is 
represented crowning the i^qtrcss, ^nd to which 
is appended a quatrain by himself: 
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J*aj Clairon jlluatrefeit ^ 

Et mon «»poir n^a point \ j / 

EUe a couromj^ Meipomene, y r 

Melpomene Im remj ce noVUeVn a 

If it be replied, that Clairon was a fer mor^ im^ 
poitant figure than thf author of "La V^rit^ 
dans le Vm/ ^ who wa** divertiwl with everything, 
and laughed at nothiiv’ , ’ it may be added that 
Garrick <ertain1y did not forget Monnet. When 
Monnet publishes a beok, Garrick gets Becket to 
take a hundied copies, , when ^Monnet has losses, 
Gcunck ofters him his purse, when he comes to^ 
1 -ondon, Garrick places both the Thames villa 
and tne Southampton t'treet house at MonnetS 
dis^o^al, curies him to Bath, and scfnds him, 
lubdant, on his way. Ingratitude should be made 
fji Steiner stnfF, and probably Garrick did not 
•'( ttly care Colic% who, moreover, grew with 
igc intok ni/Jy cross-gramed His correspondence 
whli Monnet ceased only with hft. Ganick 
dicJ on 20th Januaiy, 1779, and Monnet’s last 
letter in the. Funster folltction is dated ^th Dec- 
einher, 1778.. Itictcrs to the then recent deaths 
oi Voltaire and ^ i^usseau— iof the corncdian 
Bellecour and the tragedian Le Kain ‘We 
learn/ says' 'the same lett**r, ‘by our public 
pnnts that one of your compatriots has put an 
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cltt^ to the Viiibmte Du Barry ivith a ptstol shot. 
If the race of the last had been extei rrunated ten 
yeto ago> France would be better, and Louis XV 
wwld be still alive/ But that surely was not a 
Sonsummatiofi to be wished ! 

Garrick returned to England in April 1765, 
never revisited France. In the closing 
chapter M* iledgcock devotes some pages to 
the actor^s foreign correspondence, much of 
which is most interesting, D’Holbach writes of 
Walpole’s sham letter from Frederick the Great 
to Voltaire, and oJ: Sedaine’s recent ^Philosophe 
sans Ic Savoir% Chastellux expatiates on the 
beauty of Ha.npton and its weeping willow; 
Be??umarchais acknowledges hints for the ‘ Barber 
of Seville,* and Suard and de la Place deal with 
themes theatrical and literary. But, for the 
present, our limits arc reached. M, Hedgcock, 
referring to Garrick’s protracted stay in Pans, 
endeavours to at'count for hh extraordinary pop u- 
lanty— a popularity which 410 English contem- 
porarv^ Hume and Sterne not excepted, had 
enjo)ed in like measure, and uf which the echoes 
and memorip vurvived long after his leaving the 
country. That Garnck possessed many delightful 
social qualities specially grateful to Frenchmen — 
* II itait iait pour vwrc parmi nous,’ they were 
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accustomed to say — is something: tKkt, in^ a 
mimetic nation he was a stiperjitlvf inaster o# 
what Scott calls * ge^^tre art,’ is ^sfeneORng more. 
But the mam reason is probably thair^c^c sug- 
gested* He represented at its hig:hest the schcx>1 
of natural atting which the inducnce the^^ 
English stage and the English novel was gradually 
substituting on French hoards for tht hide-bound 
formalitfes of the old th^itre classique. sloodk 
for truth against tradition — for the emancipatii^ 
andinnovating drame h '^leuxof Diderot as opposed^ 
to the rigia and retrograde trs^Hie of Voltaire j 
and in these respects he supplied an object lessor* 
.it once opportune and overpowering. There 
may have been -nay, there cannot fail to have 
been — other Contributing causes for his success; 
bui, in that success, this at any rate must have 
played a considerable part. 
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O N the left bank of the Thames at Ham- 
rnersnaith, about halfway between Chis- 
wic|: Church and the north end of Hammer- * 
smiti Bridge, stand some doaten old-fashioned 
>|iOuscs, turning their backs to the river, and 
known as Hammersmith Terrace. According to 
Faulkner, they were built * about the year 1770/ 
but they were undoubtedly inhabited in the last 
quarter of the eighteenth centijjyj and instead 
of being crowded around, as at present, by 
structuies of all sorts, must, at that date, have 
looked umnterrupudlj over open fields or market- 
garderss towards the high road from Brentford to 
Kensington. To tiic iudiS^ient spectator they 
say nothingi but with a little goodwill, it is not 
difficult to detect in them a ceitaii|^,air of faded 
distinction which seems to ‘ hrlnl^jagucly from 
vulgar encroachment. Moreover, the neighbeur- 
hood is not without its associations* Hard by, in 
the Upper Mall, once dwelt Catherine of Bra- 
' ganza, until she quitted this count! y for Portugal, 
,to find her final resting place* at Belem; farthei 
94 
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(FROM IHE PORTRAIT BV GAINSBOROUGH IN THE DULWICH GAIIERY) 





away, in Ciuswick Ho^yth lie* 

buried. On %ie s|le' are <he BuiUfngf ’ 

(Mawson’s Row) m whicb Jfo^e tr^’ated the 
' Iliad ’j oO'i.'the other the D®v**. Tavern, 
where (or in the adjoining cottage once Ktfpiing 
part of it) Tho’iis/jn, according to a rime-hoooured 
tradition, worked uport hi. ‘Winter/ The old 
Terrace, too, lu$ it$ jjersonal " and paftici^Iar 
Anemones. At No. 5 wa$ the reside ice of tliat 
whilom idol of Sadler's Wells and Covent Gaiden, 
Mr*. Mountain; at Vo. 15 (the ‘westernmost 
house’) lived the biographer of Garrick, Arthur 
Murphy, th|‘Mui/of Dr j >bnson% compressed 
code of enojarrSillatj and at Nos. 7 and 8, for 
more than a (fuattffr of a centuiy, the artist and 
enthusiast, Philip de Loutherbourg. With this 
last we are here immediately concerned. Nothing 
\efj'^piecisc is known about him; and ins pro** 
haWfe that he alwa) s be more ofa name than 
a person* YeV^iu the absence of readily ac- 
ccssiMe, information, he has certainly been too 
ur,?ercm«’niousiy > dismissed. In ^religion, he has 
bc^en descnbel as a ‘charlatan ’• in ait, he has 
been bracketed with Zuccarelli as an ‘artificial 
pamter of so-called landscape.* of these 

characteriaations do him demonstraMddnjustice^ 
tPhilip Jaitits de Loutherbdurg, Or Louther- 
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bourgh, sometimes called the Younger, was long 
supposed to have been born at Strasburg, But 
that ‘ Old Mortality* of letters, the indefatigable 
M. Jal, a<^ccrtained definitely that fiis real place 
of nativity Fulda in Hessc-Nassau, Here, 
on 3tst October, 1740, he entered the world. 
His father, a Pole of noble extraction, was a 
miniaturist. He was court-painter at Darmstadt, 
and intended his son to become an engineer. 
The boy’s mother (born Catherine Baibe Heitz) 
desired, on the contrary, to make him a Lutheran 
Pastor, to which end he was educated at the 
College of Str.isburg. Rut his personal bent was 
to art; and, after some ptelnriinary tuition from 
his father and the elder Tischbein, he came to 
Palis in his teens to study under Carle Vanloo, 
from whose ateliet he passed to that of the battle- 
painter Francois Casanova, a eleven but indolent 
and erratic younger brother of the notorious 
Jacques Casanova de Semgalt, some of who'k 
more reputable adventures are wover into tl c 
pages of Thaefcepy’s ‘ Barti^ Lyndo.. ’ W th 
Casanova, Loutheibourg remauicd ‘^evc'ai year , 
since,. from a,iemark of Diderot, who appaiemly 
knew him pbrsonaily, he must have been domi- 
ciled with his piaster as early as 175$ or 1759. 
So lapid was his progress that (again according to. 




Dideroi) te was soon to 'Wnder sulv* 

stanrial aid Casa fin i^ing up 4 )i^s 
pictures, a task he performed^ such pur- 
pose, that 'wheft, abou.t r^6i, his pupilage came 
to an end ‘ the absence of his handiwork, from 
Casanova’s canvases was unmistakable. Later, in 
1763, Casanova, becoming an Academician, ex- 
hibited his rcception-piece, a ‘Combat of Cavalry’; 
and Louther bourg, then not more than two and 
twenty, made his d6but with a large number of 
contributions, four cf which, the ‘ Hours of the 
Day,’ he afterwards engraved, and it is notable, 
looking to his latest performances, that there ai r 
ships in alf of them. Unfortunately, Diderot, m 
his ‘ Salon ’ of 1703, confines Jnmself to rhapso* 
dizing over one only ot Loutherbourg’s peifbrm- 
anofs, a ‘ forest scene,’ which he does not name 
more explicitly. But his commendations of this 
have all the Diderot exuberance. He extols jhe 
breadth, th<' harmony, the excellent animal-paint- 
in^of this youthful prodigy, who,' at n bound, had 
rrnsed himself to the level of Nicolas Berchem ; 
and, tf was whispeied, surpassed lus preceptoi, 
C’sanova^m his own bpecial field. For one of 
Loutherbourg’s cpchibits—^hupg craftily between 
two restful landscapes— was sCmost spirited litde 
battle-piece, signed largely lioutl^b'bourg ’ ou 



the frame — (writes Diderot) '|hc artist had 
said to all t|ie world: Gentlejnebj, recall those 
eff jfi^of Casanova which so mudbf^thnished you 
two years ago;* look closely at thi% Slud decide 
to vi^om belongs the credit of the others ! * 

Before the next exhibition bad come round| 
Loutherbourg married. Beyond the facts that the 
marriage took place on .loth January 1764; that 
the name of the lady, probably an Alsatian, was 
Barbc Burld,t; th^t she was a widow of hve^and.* 
twenty, and that, m due time, she bore him six 
children, we know nothing with certainty. Dide- 
rot, indeed, speaks of Mme. Loutherbourg as a 
^corapagne charmante,’ hut this is a mere banality. 
It ii> clear, however, that her husband was indus.. 
trious; that he wrought rapidjy, and found will- 
ing purchases. He sent a number of paintings to 
the exhibition of 1765, ‘many of which,’ says 
his cr*lic, ‘were excellent, and none 'Srithout 
some merit.’ It is significant that the piece least 
commended, a ‘ Rendea^-vous de Chasse ’ of the 
Prince de Condd lu the Fore?t of ObantiUy, was 

^ At this date, tne exhibttion^ oi thi^Ftcach Academy 
were biennial. 

* AssmtV * QEuvm de Diderot/ x, aoo. In his later 
* Salons/ Diderot qualified this opimon, and gave greater 
praise to Casanova. 
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a commijision. In D 5 derot*s words, * the site ana 
the subjei't were prescribed, and t M^ise of the 
painter imprisoned/ In Augifst 176% Loutber- 
bourg, although under age, was mad&"%n Aca^de- 
mic^an, his dip^oma-vaork being a '‘'CJoanbat sur 
7 erre." Bp^tles, ^^ea-pieces and stoi ms, landscapes, 
and drawings made U'-' the remainder of Jiis coii- 
tn but ions, eighteen in all. Diderot is still lauda- 
to^-y, but he notes one characteristic, which might 
be anticipated by those who have already re- 
marked the painter^s fertility. Loutherbourg 
works too much in the studio. Exceptional as 
his talent ‘although he has seen much of 
Nature, u is not “chez elle 5 ii is w visits to 
Bcrchem, Wouverman, and Joseph Vernet/ I'he 
'^<tmecniic‘sm rccunun the^Salon’of 1769, wheic 
It Is also implied that prolific production is 
briny about its ordinary results, monotony and 
repetition: and that tne semblance of vigour is 
dearly bought by over-empbatis, in which con 
irTtion a par|iahty for loo-green fields and too- 
red sunsets is becoming pronounced. Of this 
tcndrft«"y, noticed later by Horace Walpole and 
the remorseless ‘ Peter Pindar/ D» derot says 
eleewhere: f There is one of these pictures by 
Loutherbourg wher^ the sun' is fervid, so hot 
on the horizon, that like a conflagra- 
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tbn than a sunset^ and one is tempted to cry tq 
m ‘?itring shepherdess: >*Rurt, if you don’t want 
to^to hurned/’* TWs comes from the ^ Salon* of 
v^ff . In cqmmcndfeg a painting m the previous 
exhibition^ piderot had also reverted to , the need 
of out-door t^tudy, ending his praise with a regret- 
tuJ: ^ Ah! SI jamais cet .irtiste voyage et qu’il se 
d^tertnme a voir la iiatuie * ’ 

Bitkrot’s utterance belongs to 1769, and those 
who have written of Loutherhourg concur in 
saying that he did travel— in Switzerland, Ger- 
many, Italy. Whether this took place subsequent 
to, and in consequence of, his cntir’<i counsel 
must be jivUtcr of conjecture; and aftei 1771 
Diderot novel again had the opportunity of sit- 
ting in judgementupem his work. For from that 
year Loutherbourg belongs to England, whitlier 
he Lame as a man of thirty, ‘ unjquenic;r pour 
son pkisir,’ ‘.ay'^^one account, and nccoidtug to 
another, ‘ dans l^sp/ianced’y tromer dc Toccupa- 
tion, et d’y rhmplir ses poches de which 

IS probably nearer the mark In this country, 
with occasional visits to the Con^iient, he con- 
tinued to rj^ide, a naturalized subject, ilniii Ins 
death, for ty years aftc-rward^ He lodged first m 
Great Marh ox'nigh Street, having for companion 
’ Maijpne,, ‘ Abccjpdario ’ 
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a French cnamelicr named P^et ,iirho iiad|!i\:«i 
companied him to London^ .;^ 772 , he eeijt 
several contributions from ihis addr^^ 

Royal Amdemy, Over ao^ above^hf^ .irti^c 
gifwi, he had considettible mkchmi^ aptitude;' 
and already m France bis/inVehttve faci^y had 
been exercised in th- development of . pictorial 
cfFet rs and stage appliances. He bad devised cun ^ 
nng expe«.ierit8 fo^ simulatniir sunlight and star- 
lights and the appearance of running water. 
was natural that, in England, he should seek to 
open relations with the' rnterpnsing manager of 
Drury Lane, who was also keenly interested m 
improving theatrical decoration; and for this pur- 
pose he had come provided with an intwdnction 
fiom Garrick.’*^ Fitnch friend, Jean Monnet of 
the Op^ra Comique,^ who styles him Hin de nos 
plus grands peintres/ In the* Garnck Corr<*- 
spondence ar South Kensington there two 
’n published documents which show the progress 
of the iiitaf.'O’.rse thus initiated. Neither of the 
papers is daied , and bialv suggest that the painter, 
as regards style, was more German than Frerich. 

^ Htdgcof * David Garrick ct scs Amis F 
X 9 1 1 1 p. 923 ff. Angela say$ (♦ Remirnscences/ 1 S 30, 1, 2565 , 
It, 326) that ht$ lather introduced Louth^hourg to Gar- 
rick} but the stateniehts ate mtnettsmity incoftsrstent 
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ir^ferrid that lluutherbourg had made to Garriek 
ccrtiiiirtSsuggeations which Garnck had requested 
put into writing He js ready, he says, 
\vith a proposition, which should profit them 
both, for redecorating Drury jLane. It will of 
necessity involve fresh methods of hghting and 
sc cnc-s hitting, and new machinery. For all thh 
he will prepare a working model to guide the 
artists, rtrtificei^ ^*^d machinists concerned. He 
will design and colour all the costumes, and co- 
opeiatc with the compose rand ‘njaitre-de-ballets’ 
in such a way as to ensure harmo3»y of -aciioir. 
He will also provide a tiustwcrthy scene-painter 
to execute his designs, which, if need be, he will 
personally retouch.' Garnck is to pay all ex- 
penses; and he himself, for his three months 
labour ann trouble, is to have a mode x honorarium 

His scheme, it will be seen, wa^ very general 
in terms md, without knowLtige of the writer^ 

^ Tliia ts cun firmed by Angelo, who ‘It was 

conditioned thdt De J^ourherWurg should do nothing 
more than design the scenes, whtrh were joi ned f*om his 
f-mail, eoic^uredakttcbcs under Fis ^upermtet.dcnce, by thr 
scene^-painters already on the theatrical tsiibbshincnt. I 
have often seen h^m at his eabcl composing these pictOnal 
prototypes^ Reminiscences/ i, i&). 
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ttcuiarly ea&y to eompr(^endi|^Pjiti/^^ |c$ 9 % 
^ce to a specific though odferife^p^^^*fi^ 
Apiece,* it k not uoreasonaWe^’to coAMct 
the‘ Christmas T5j|e/"ah di^^2.tic 

entertainment* based on Chaises Favart’s ‘Fdc 
Urgele/ which G;^ick ^by His'Majesty’^^’Com- 
maad,’ brought OTt at Drury Lane on? MOn* 
day, 27th December 1773, ‘new Scenes, 
Dresses, Music, Machinery, and Decorations.* 
Although its purpose was^* to promote Vir.|]ue,* tt 
had little literary merit; 3nd if Garrick were 
its apthor, proved, ar Walpotei* said, how poor 
a figure a gi^eat actor may make as a writer:^' 
The music' was by Dibdin; the scetiiejry ^in- 
vented’ by Mr. Dfe Loutherbourg.*- As; this in- 
volved a thunderstorm, a palace in flames, a 
‘ richly illuminated olOud,*amagnificeife ser|3^0^ 
a nsjwig sun and a rising moon, it is obvious^ that 
the mtki must ^ave^been. thoroughly at liome; 
and It may concluded i th^af Ills efforts gave 
novelty apd v^gaato whit otherwise wou|d prol^ 
ably have been a very tame performance* Some- 

^ ^ '' ^ i * 

^ Transcripts of the ‘Chnatmas Talc,* apd its pre- 
d^fcCf*Sbor, ‘Cymbn* {i7^7h passages in GarneVs 
handwjiting recently (rjia) figured in a^ Caulo^e vf 
Mi 'Bertram Dobell of Charing Cross Roajl 
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thing, however, must have been due to the act- 
ing Of Weston, the inimitable < Scrub’ of the 
^ Stratagem/ who, as ’squire to the good 
magician, Bonoro, had an excellent Low Comedy 
rliaracter, which ‘kept the audience in a Horse 
Lai^h all the Time he was on the Stage ’5 and 
the published play (1774) has an etching of him 
by Loutherbourg, who also contributed Weston’s 
portrait to the Pall Mall Exhibition of the same 
year: But, for our purpose, the essential outcome 
c|f ‘ A Christmas Tale ’ was that Loutherbourg 
made further overtures to Gar nek 
These are embodied in a second and more 
lengthy document at South Kensington, headed 
‘ Propositions de Mr. Philippt? Jacqu^ de Louthei- 
bourg Peintre <Ju Roy de franco et membre de 
Son Accadcmie Royalle de Pemture Sculpture 
aux Messifeurs Garrick & Lfacy] propndtaires du 
Spectacle de Drury lane \ J.oiidres.’* They arc 
decidedly verbose, and, in any roo defcsdtd 
for more than a summary. Beginning with a 
reference to the pioof of the writer’s ability 
wbuh he has already given (to wit, in the 
* Christntas Tale’), he goes on to a particular ac- 
count of what he is further disposed to do for 
Drury Lane — and Druy Lane excl^usively — m 
order to pl^uje y t in the mst rank as regards the 
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congruity of its costumes and^fippointi^ests 3*^' 
the 8ubje<Jt^ of Its pieces. He J ar^ to tsslu 
ertke thwege of the deroratiiwts, including the 
Inventing, lighting and working of Me 

will, when necessary, design siiiiihle^eesses; wiU 
provide, every winter, new effects for a "piefee to 
be concerted heforifi^t^J with and- 

will, moreover, txil9te suie thtt all arrangements 
for the winter season are ready betimes. As re- 
gard&^^at the late Anitioiiy Trollope used 
caUlhe Mi*te»*esting linancial details,’ he is prj^^ 
^wed, for all this, to accept an anntol paymed^l^^ 
monthly instalments, of six hundred guineas, 
being no more, his correspondenti* are given to 
understand, than Panim’s pupil Servandoni had 
reccivdl at the Opera-house in the Haymarket 
toi the wititer season alone. 

On this last ^pOint of payment, there mu^ 
have been rnmproniise, lor it is admitted that hiS 
v/ciry wa^ settled at five hundred a year, a laiger 
sum than G^jrirk had ever paid before. That 
the new supefintendent of scenery and machinery 
performed hi? Juries efficiently, there can be littk 
doul)t. He made many valuable alterations in 
the dlummation of the stage, then very inade- 
quate, for even sunk footlights, with their ^in- 
effectual fires,* were of comparatively recent 
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date^^ a«d by employing coloured silks in the 
flies, which turned on a pivot, and behind which 
Ji dusrw^ere placed, he managed to obtain the 
wonderful transitions. He got rid of the old 
stationary background; and by a skilful use of 
pei^pfetfve contrived to give a better idea of 
distance^ He is also credited with originating the 
^set-scene* or built-up picture— though perhaps 
* originating ^ should rather be * developing* or 
^elaborating.’ He strove to end the glaring ana- 
cbronisms of costume which Hogarth had rjdi* 
culed in the plate u the ‘^Analysis’; and which, 
in tragedy, pennitted Mrs. Pritchard to pkj 
Lady Mkcbeth m a hoop-petticoat, perched the 
lacquered hdmet of Alexander on an elegant 
Ramillies wig, ami attired Otliello (blackdhed to 
order) in the laced red coat of King William’s 
'•Gentkineu of tire Guard.’ ^ But of thes^ things 
the chioniclc is scant and dispersed, and we can 

^ BcsanCfc ^ Loudon tu the Eighteenth Century,* 1902, 
43 ^ 

^ *Wme and Walnuts/ by * Ephraim Hardcastle* 
(W. H. Pyne, the painter and etche?), ^nd cd. i$^4, 1, '^7^ 
These jrregiilanties must, nevertheless have died hard, for, 
according to Mangla's ‘Parlour Window/ 1841, p ii3, 
John^Kembh still tonght Boswortb Field in silk stockings 
and dancing shoes, and played Lear or Macbeth in a 
Lotti'>-Qumae nightgown of holered satin 
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here do no more than pick oiitj'frjontt the 
prints and elsewhere* a. few i^thvj'^ce 9 ‘ with 
which he seems to have been uitifnately eoncigtned^ ^ 
In 1774 he helped to bolster up BGi^v^ya€?s 
mcdi«>crc ^ dramaric entertainmem/ the’^MaJd of 
the Oaks,’ ^ and in the two following yeafl^leut 
effective aid both to Bivicerstaffe’s ‘•Sultlh# and 
Collier’s Persian T^lc of ‘Selifna and , In^ 

1776 he It? also credited bv the ‘ Momiffg 
Chrohicle’ with i-ery beautiful scene* of the 
Pantheon a** 'opa P'lelds foi Colman’s force of 
‘The Spleen? in the Piologre to which Garrick 
gave the hist public intimation ot his'appit^aciiing 
and the Uce Sir Henry It'^^ng had 

' 0:r* Th^ Oidti/ Epsom*, oa tfie^nip ridge 

of Burgo>ne's nepheVv, Tord Stanley, to*. Lady Betty 
Ha’njiton, Both Walpole and Hanna}) lM |Sl^.* foention 
Hms piece. It is ‘as fine as scene** can mw?r it,* says 
Hotace to Conway in Nov. 177+, ‘and as duU a# the 
Author could poj help making if,* St Hannah is kinder. 

‘ The scenery <s beantiful— >ihe masquerade scene as good 
as at the f^antheoij. The piece is only intended as a 
v<‘hicle for the sctin^.y; y«*{ there is some wit aitd sptrit in 
It, oung written h/ C^cncral Burgoyne', ,and ernbeliii^hcd* 
etc , ov Garrick ^ Memoirs,* 1834, i, 39), Loutherbourg 
was ijicxrcd to m it as ‘Mr. Lantembug'— ^which hn 
ajrt*«it fnends corrupted mto ‘•Leatherbag.’ ‘ 

* Loutherbonrg pRmted a ^portrait of Colm^m* of which 
h a pnnt by Cheesman. * 
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which hmthsthm^^ 

for the finid iw^formaticesMjf ♦RichariKlIt/ 
laUiS% Dmry Lane passed to Sheridan, I/0uil4i|v 
Jp(Wg for a brief penod 4retaj|ped his office, paint- 
ing^' acceding to Baher and Reed, wh^Hpled 
him ^ the fiii^ scene painter in Europe,* an ea^ceL 
tei»t re^fflbliation of Cox Heath, near Maid- 
stotti^j® X|hley*« < Cam^ and 

<Crin^of^ ^ 779 > another of Tilbury P6rt, 
which Iprociated his inclusion in the *puff direct* 
of that piece* * The miraculous powers of Mr. de 
l^therbourg*s pencil are universally acknow- 
i[fdged,’ ^ays this panegyrist. He also contributed 
to keep jlive the insipid pantomime of * Robinson 
Crusoej or* Harlequin Friday,* which Sheridan 
patched together for 1781. After this, it was W 
gratcfiilly proposed to reduce his salary by half, 
an arrangement which he indignantly refused to 
.iccept. His last stage-work seems to have been 
m connection with 0 ’ICecffe*$ *Omai; or, A 
Trip round the World,* produced at Govern 
Garden m 4785, the decorations of winch are 
directly attributed to him by the authors of the 
‘ Biographta Dralnatica.’ Omai, or Omiah, who 
gives his name to the piece, was an Otahcitan, 
brought ten years earlier from the Society 
Islands, on Cook*s second voyagie, by Fanny 
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j^pi^^'costuintSy l^herbq^^ i.^C'theiSSStst- 
war^ sketches' tn^tife-bf Jiflin the 

liiei<isGa|ke painter, and dmaghtsman of tli^' ^pedi- 
tion^^c got £iou for ser\ ices, i^Wcli iftnSt 
haveafFoided lum ample opportmwty for volcanoes 
and other congenial pb-i^omcoau The perform- 
anceclosed with an" apotheosis ol the great cir*- 
^toinavjgator, wliUi was afterwards engraved. 

ran forty nights; and, we are told, was 
frequently * eomrnanded by Theis Maiesties/ 
Buf this % to anticipate. In^ 1774 Louthei- 
^boiirg had n^veS to 45, Gre^ir Titchfield Street, 
Oxford Market, where one of his iat^ neigh- 
bours to be Richard Wilson, another land- 
scapist ivhose works lay under the imputation of 
ht'iUg ^'^reen),’ that is, ‘stagey,’ in character, 

I )nr!irj! the period of Louth erboufg’s connection 
with Garrick he had gone on exhibitmgannually 
at the Royal Academy lu his former mannci- - 
landv'Capcs W;bb cattle, mornings, evenings, ban- 
ditti, and the like, ‘We have a Swede [German],’ 
says Walpole in April 1775, ‘one Loutherbourg, 
who would paint landscape and cattle excellently 
if he Sid not m every picture indulge some 6ne 
colour inrirdmately,’ ’ This, as the reader' <wiU 
^ Wnghl, in his litc of WiJson (1^*4), while speaking 
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observe, had been one ;6f the objecwits 'of 
Diderot; and tt was hc^ily underlined a little 
later by ^'Peter Pmdar * iu- his * Odes to the Royal 
^i^demician$ ” of 1 782 : , . * , 

k " 

And, Utmtherbiturg^ when Heaven so wilKs, 

To brass skies and golden hills, 

Witli marble bullocks m glass pastures grazing, 

Thy reputation too will rise. 

And people, gaping with surprise. 

Cry < Monsiewi L&utkerhourgk is most amazing ’ ' 

He diversified his contributions by an occasional 
portraU, one of which was of course that popular 
impersonation, ‘Roscius’ as ‘Richard III/ His 
only military compositions were two representing 
a review and manoeuvres at Warley Camp in 
1778. (Lovers of Boswell may be reminded that 
Dr. Johnson came to Wa^ey in this very year, 
on a visit to Bennet Lang*‘ou, then doing duty 
m an officer of the Lincornshire Muitia, on whtch 
iMTcasion the great man made minute inquisition 
mto the weight of musket balls ; and was highly 

of l.outhcrboprg as scarcely rvc: bu'-passcil m exccu^ion> 
i^crs to the * very glaring gnd oflcntimes imbarmonious 
tinti * his pictures displayed, ’ as 'unaccountable in an 
aiittat of so miuh pratuct and txpcnjence, and who, m 
many respeOfK, certainly a delightful painter^ (p. 1 53). 
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impre^d bjr the?,4exterit3r wifti w^|jicJ^the <?c^ 
jjoral Trim of tne ^pefiod hB|die«l h»| 'Broiirji 
Besa/) It may have been th^ la^t ptoductions 
which, la 1780, procured for L<mtbeit)ou»*g Kis 
assoc^pteship; and *11 ly®!? when he exhibited 
nothing, the furthci distix^ctjort of R.A#.!v.At thti> 
date bis leisure must ha* e been jmploycd m pro- 
jecting and perfecting that curfou^'^product of his 
''ombmed ifigenuitics as scene-painter and ma-^ 
chinist,‘the ‘ Rit>oyHusmoN , or^ Vijrious Imita- 
tions of Mamral Phenomena, represented by 
Moving Pictur^’^ 

From some <^ie accounts of thta long-vanished 
exhibition/ might ealily be concluded that it 
was little more than an dabdiatipn of those pic- 
torial ^ Waterworks ^ at VauxhaU which Gold- 
srmih's pawnbroker’s widow did not see, when, 
under the experienced guidance of Mr. and Mr?. 
Tinbs, she visited the Surrey gardens for that 
special purpose. But this is to rate Louther- 
being's pciformance far too low* It was a really 
clev^t't and noveV attempt by an artist of very 
varied equipment <to represent landscape and 
Ipcr 4 lity as subjected * to all the char<ges of light 
and darkness, time and season, heat ^nd roid. 
iti first home, in 1 78^-2, was a large ;hpme in 
Lisle Streo.., fronting Leicester Streefe Leicester 
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Square. the early moaths of 17^, when 

dc^icribed bylpyne,^ it was located in Old Exeter 
’'Change, Strand, where the body of John Gay 
ha<^ once l?in tn state. Here it (occupied an upper 
flior p<tvioUssly used for Dibdin and Stoppelaer’s 
puppet Patagonian Theatre and afterwards given 
over to those wild beasts whose hungrv’' roarings., 
in Leigh HunPs day, ten ified the horses in the 
Strand. During LouiherbourgV tenancy, the 
place was a^'rAnged Bateman as a tiny theatre", 
with a stage about six feet wide and eight feet 
deep But PviK, as a professing eye-wntness, 
may now be c^uotetl : 

‘The opening subject of the Eidophusikon 
represented the view fnan the sumnut of One- 
Tiec Hii], ui Greenwnh Patk, lookmg up the 
Thames to the metropolis; on one side, con- 
spjci^ous upon its picturesque eminence, stood 
Flaimticd Ih [the Observatory]; and below, 
on tbc right, the grand mass of building, Grc^m- 
wich Ilospiud, with it^ impob^cj:; cupolts, cut out 
(/ pasteboard, and panitedwith archiRttuiai cor- 
rectness, The iaige gioxp^ of ircr* formed 
another division, behind wmrh were the towns 
of Greenwich and Deptford, with the shore on 
each side stretching to the metropolis, which was 
^ * Wine and Walnuts*,’ and ed, 1814, 1, ch* xx«. 



seen ifi its ^-ent 
Schmd were the hilli <# 

Slid Horrawi afl>il 

occupied the fiat stage,^^a^ the pod or port of 
London^ crowded with shipping, each iws of 
which &^ig«cut out ro pasteboard, and receding 
in $iae perapectwc of thfh^distancfc The 
heathy appbirance of the fo^round was cxm^ 
strocied of cork, broken into the rugged and 
picturesque form' of a ^apd-pit ' covered with 
minute -mc%L« and lichens, producing a captw 
vating effert, amounting index'd to reality. 

- This scene, on the rising of the curtain, 
enveloped in that mysterious light which is the 
precursor of clay-break, so trqie to nature, 
imagination of the speetator sni&d the swfee 
breath of morn. A faint light appeared along the^ 
hoHzwj the scene assumed a vapourish tint#f 
grey; '^esently a gleam saffron, changing to 
the pure varieties that ffilge tiie fleecy clouds 
that pass away ijj |n,OJsri^,^^mist; the> picture 
brightened de^ees?;i^!^ Speared, giUmg 
the tops of the trees ani il^prcjections of tJ^ 
lofty buildings, and burnishing the vanes on ^he 
cupolas; when the whole scene burst upon the 

I'OiW of LoutIi«rl>ourg*s €xhibtt£uf 17S2 *A Sand- 
Pit,* 

' I 
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eye m the gorgeous spUndt>ur of a beauteous 

da) ’ 

^ At this tmie gas was not in use, and Louther- 
bmugV illuminating power was icstrictcd to a 
brilliant low of the then newly ' introduced Ar- 
gand lamps, winch lighted the stage from above. It 
would take too long to describe the ingenious con- 
tn v^ncts b) uh the artist obtained his various 
tfflcts: the slamed glass that al^eied the colour- 
mg of his scene; the expedients for imitating 
thunder and hghtnuig, hail and rain, the changes 
of cloud-foim, the tumbling of waves, the sound 
of ugnal-gun-- at sea. One of his most striking 
tabltaux lepriiduced the loss, with all its appal 
ling Circumstance^ oft the coast of Dorset., on 
the 6th Januaiv of tlie ‘ HalsewclD Last 

Jndiainan/ so feelingly ‘'ung in ^ Leveesdon Hiil ’ 
by Rogeis’s Miitqaic fuend, Will uni Ciowe; 
and ihe.^reprcsen^itiow realistic enoutgh to 
satisfA ev^ a exacting namical critics. 

The fiuaU* t’*av^!jd^>oyoBd ‘uHurury judgment, 
for it cyhibit(*d'*^thf region of the fallen angels, 
With Satan atsayifig hi$’*troop8 on the banks of 

^ This Mate drc^dfiiJ Catastrophe/ according to the 
advcitisfinents in the newspapers of the day, was one of 
I he reason** for revising the Eidophusikon at the begln- 
ning ot 1786, ** * 
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Palace of FznBemoniuai de$^nbe% iB 

be ik of * Pai^ise Lost 


Andn oiit-Hjf the.earth a Pabnek hi'ge'; 

Rose like an Exhtt«ttdii» With th^ fiooiid 
Of Bulcet Symphonies and voices siveef, 

Bwilt like a Tcl&p)^ v here PtU^ers round 
Were set^ and Done piUan ove4aid 
With Golden Architrave^ nor did there 
Cornice or Frecye, with bossy Siculpturea^rav'o, 
The roof vvas fretted ^Id. 


Hipre, from Byne, is the pictorial materializstr* 
tion of the linips^ ant! it will be seen that" the 
subject elicited all Loutherbourg^a faculty for lurid 
eflFects : * In the foreground of a vista, stretching 
an immeasurable length between mountain^, 
Ignited from their bases to their lofty summits, 
with many cobured fiamc, a chaotic mfss rose iu 
^ dark^ajcbty, which gradually assumed form until 
It «tood, the inteno»* of a va^^ lemple ol^ gorgeous 
architecture, bright as moj^n hiass, seemingly 
composed of unronsbming and"unquenchabl!e 
In this tremendous scene, the effect of colouied 
glasses before the lamps was fully displaydd^ 
which, being hidden from the audience^ thr^ 
their whole influence upon the scen^, as it rapidly 
charged, now^ to a sulphurous blue, then to a 



Wid red, to a jajte'vivid light, 

and ultimate^ to ^ myettrious t3P>mbirtation of 
the glasses, such as a bright furnace Exhibits, in 
filing various metalsi* 

'During the last phases of this manifestation, we 
are toW, resoundu]ig peals of thunder added a 
preternatural horror, hcightined by ‘a variety of 
giOims, that struck tbie imagJo^Uon as issuing 
from. infernal spirits/ l^or those accustomed to 
the cinematograph and the elaborate combinations 
of modern stage machinery, euch an exhibition 
may* well seem primitive and rudnnentary^ but 
if was not so to Loutherboprg’s public ; and a 
convincing proof of the fidelity of the aljovc de- 
scription lies in tihe fact that the most devoted 
admirers of the Eidophusikon were its inventor^s 
wost distinguished brethren of the brush. 
nolds praised it warmly, and recommended all 
hi$ friends to take their daughters to see it; while 
Gainsborough, whoi|if some time spent his even- 
ings there, couki talk of nothing else/ Betw^n 

* He tvea mswlc a toy |!(e<;p*show box 

foi himself, v^hich %va& jh/fW Groj>^eaor Galkry 

m 1885 btlongr^ G W. Rt'd, its formti 

puHficssor having bccuint.^o&txi The slides were painted 
on glass, wire iiglited^^firom bi^liind, and looked at through 
a tnagitifier {* Somenckli«uae Gazette,^ 1^24^ u, pp S, 11). 
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suhfsixioned for .purv^ing 
But the sitting jusiiccs iJiowcd thcif sense nf the 
triviality of the chaj^e by forthwith granj^g the, 
required permit s|j®fchout penalty, and fbr'a spttce 
the show rontinued to pjOTper. Like xnW other 
tiling!^ however, it had Us An/; and when at last 
It was disposed of by its projector, the door- 


money fiad falfen so low as to be ittsuffident to 
covtff^the lighimg expenses. ^ ^ * 

By 1783 Loutherbourg h^d moved frorii 
Titqhiteld Street to Prince’s Street, Hammer- 
smith ; rmd two years "later hi^was in revidcncc ’ 
at Mnrtimetsmith Terrace. At tins date he 
seems to have tem|X)iarily abandoned the old 
studio-pictures on the model of Bcrcfacm and 
Wouverman, and devoted his attention^o the 
natural sceney of his adopted brountry, ‘No 
English landscape painter,’ he is reported to have 
&aid, ‘needed foreign travel to collect grand 
prototypes fof his study.* His own contributions 
to the Academy for the next few years prove 
that he paid repeated .visits to the Lakes, to York- 


* Sfp, feu 'further details, Appendix B (Exhibitions of 
the Eidophusxkon). 
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have jvisite^ Iwtzcriand) fof bis solitary exhibit 
in ijlfev^as a view of the Grand Cataiact of the 
Rhine at Schaffhausen. In lySg he sent nothing, 
and with this defection is connected a carious 
and rather unexp^jcted episode in his career. 
After settling down permanently at Hammer- 
smith, his restless energies seem to have involved 
him In that cloud of occultism which brooded 
heavily over rcvolutic^ry Europe in the last 
quarter of the eighteenth century. He greW 
inlerestcd m Mesmer’s Animal" Magnetisi^l and 
becaine a pupil of the Dr. de Mainauduc Whose 
demoniacal mummery^ fluttered the pious ap- 
prehensions of Hannah Moie. He is also said to 
have travelled ill Switzerland with the Sicilian 
impostor and mountebank, Giuseppe Balsamo, 
otherwise Cagbostro, whom he may have met in 
Strasburg in 1783^ whert. His Quackship was 
dosing, among others, Gibbon’s friend Dtyver- 
dun-* Or he may have made his acqiK’.ntance 

^ He had alt visited Derby^lurt prtvious to 1779, 
when he ubljEed his experiences for the Dfut> Lane panto- 
miipe ^ The Winders pf Derbyshire, 

* ^ Oa ne sait qui d est, d'ou il est, d’ou d tin son argent ; 
i! cxercc gratis $ts ulcftspovr ia ai^djcjac^ ilaiait de» rures 
adttiirabies j maib eVst d^aillcurs Ic compo^^ V phis etrangc 
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on one of his visits to Englajjfejii^ 
final sojourn when CagUo^ra£|^* Neck- 
lace Scandal, resided here Ifi^ing 

his wife, pn hi& departure, in the 'tcaipor»i^y 
charge of the Lcutherbourgs. in an])!? case, xt 
should have been Cagliostro who set Lpiitfecr- 
bdurg oh the search for the philosopher's ^^onc, 
an enterprise which he pursued assiduously until 
an eicaspcratcd female relative, not otherwise 
identified, luthlessly wrecked his crucibles — of. 
uuifW at the c\ incai moment of projection. Later 
he 0^uaded himself that he po^essed super** 
tiarural healing pqweis. A roum m }iis house was 
set apart for patients, and sprcial days were ad- 
ve*t{scd foi tiieir attendance. * Loutht^rbourg, the 
pan^Lr,’ says Horace Walpole to Lady Ossory m 
Jul) 1789, ‘is turned an inspired physician, and 
has three thou-'and patients. His sovereign pan- 
^vc,i IS barley-water. I bciieve it is as efficacious 
as juesineir^uu A more matcriJ testimony to 
Loutheibouig^ doings is supplied by x nine-page 
quurto pamp^ilet «,a the subject, written by one 
Maiy Pxuttj, of •NTo. 41^ Portland Stieer, Maryle- 
ds^sctibed as a ^ lady of deep an<L original 

J ai de prendre scs tem^de? cp;*; tn^htUffaient— 
d’aiiieurs me gatoit ic ipedccin/ {' I>tyverdua to 
[June 17^3 j) 






in 1789 ; \% dedicHited ta 
Canterbury^ and h entided^ 
of isfew Cures ^peribrnacd bjr Mr, and 
De Zj^utherbourg, of Hammersmith Ter- 
i^e, without Medicine.* Mrs. De Louther- 
(a second v^ife},* participated^ as wiil be 
in her hushlnd*s gift, and, for a ^^ime, 
Meiif, dwxb, lame, halt, and i^nd/ 
crowdfiji to the free ministrations of the.tson- 
sultii^ reKun, while, in the public prints^ ^Amicus’ 
and ‘Fame* hotly discussed the validity of the 
r^lts% Then came the inevitable reaction. 
Sbmet^g went wrong; and the fickle mob -pro- 
ceeded tp smash the windows of the hapie^ 
philanthropists, who, for a Reason, bad to iettre 
‘iiifp the country,* and the ‘ PubKc Ad^^ertilser* 
atoounced that ‘die Magnetising Doctor of 
Hsupxnersmith had given ^imr practice.* 

, Afler this, we hear no^it^eof Louthcrbourg’s 
‘wonder-working,* Aough itJs not unlikely that 
he continued ib ^abUe m medicine, since, from 
a letter we have ^seen, even as late as 18,03, he 
was still preoccupie# with dietndtinJes. And he 
must always hav# been mlired up with visionaries 
of some spr^ One hf hi^^fssbeiates, later a lesid- 

‘ AngeJo says the ttas a ^autlfuB widow named Smith 
P Remmitcences/ 1630, ii, 330). 
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lint of Chjswick, -was the en^vei‘-*<s#husia^l^ 
William Sharp, a Swedenborggan,' aint-tliei^- 
pttfchcan friend of T^mi Pa^nc ^i 3 ''Hgrn«' iooke* 
Shar[> was also a devotee the self •‘rvlcd 
^ Pnnee of the Hebrews’ and ‘prophet,* Rich- 
ard Brothel s, whose portrait he engraved, append- 
ing to ifa-^gned insenpr'^m expr^isstng full|iehcf 
iti^hlainksibnjind powers* ^?rother5,iri 1795, went 
s*' faris'^o piJfedicJLth^^ death of George ihc Third, 
an unfortunate vatiL»nation which, couplfed with 
his personal nntehMons to the succession, led to 
his incarceration, a treasonable lunatic. It is 
sometimes tillogfcd i hat his intiuence brought about 
the disclosure of the painter’s alleged curative 
gift. But Brothers., a lettred lieutenant in the" 
U'V), wljio had been present in 1782 at the’ 
famous -ictioii bk^tween Rodney and de Grasse, 
dut not receive his prophetical ^ call ’ until a much 
later period; and the Hammersmith healing-room 
belongs demoubtiably to 1789, since Mrs* Pratt’s 
uamphlet is dated July tn that jear, and covers 
the previous six months. The whoh of this part 
of Loutherbonr^ biography is ncvcrthclesi' ob- 
bcuic its connection with his art-Ii^e is purely 
int aienial, and one turns willingly to the story 
or his> pictures, pausing only to note that there is 
no rea*'on to suppose he was insincere, a circum- 
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stixtce whic%^Sotild of itself suffice t6 absolve 
him from any charge of charlatanry. , ^ 

For the:iiext few years he reverted tbjhjis 
^ijiner fashion of »tudio-land5»ca{ies. Then^ in 
caqie the tragedy of Louis XVI, and 
rence’s decLration of war with England. 
Loiitherbourg’h efforts at Warley Qariip wer^^no 
do^bt remembered 5 and at* the opehing Of , the 
ca{|t|ia!gn he was despatched to Flanders, with 
Gillraf' the caricaturist, to make graphic celcbrft- 
tiqn of the anticipated exploits of thatmot-too- 
distmguisbed commander, King George’s Sjoldier 
^so^, the Duke of York At what particular 
sieges Ix)utheibourg assured does not appear, but 
he cenamly painted the Grmd Attack on Valen- 
ciennes in July, for *t was engraved by Bromley. 
In the following June (1794), when Howe’s suc- 
cess in the Brest watcis served, to somu extent, 
as a set-off' to the land iruimphs of the Frcnclr at 
Tournay and elsewhere, LouiKerboiirg was com- 
missioned, to pre;pare a companion c-aavas com- 
memorating the opening encounter of the rival 
flagships, the ‘ Queen Charlotte ' and the ^ Moa- 
tagne.’ He must have executed his" task with his 
usual rapidity, for ir March of the next year both 
pietuicb were exhibited at the Histoiic Gallery in 
Pal! Mall, James Fittler, the King’s marine 
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eii&aVe^, made a fine |)rint *||Jor^^1^I8 

virtory ^ and the original 5 s stj^o in 

the 'Painted Hall aft Greenwiclr to 

whfch,f%y thi gift of George IV, it was upnhr- 
hrfed horn St James’s palace. After ffow^s 
engagement came Duncan’s great battle 
Catriyrdown with De Winter, which besides 
presenting the invasion of Jrelaild by the Dutch, 
ptoviAd a fresh subject for Loutherbourg'f ^en- 
ciX fn the Print Room at the British Museum, 
carefjjlly catalogued by Mr. Laurence Biayon, 
are d number of minutely finished studies and 
sketMes for these works, particulariiy an album 
Conrfining many plans of actions, views of local- 
ities/* details of sword-hilt and ammunition- 
pourh, mfzcn-top and cat-head, flags, guns, sails, 
and a host of artistic ‘ marginalia/ which 
prove how, little, in his marine pieces at ^all 
evcn>, the painter relied on his imagination fcr 
his 

Hl. remaining ^.tory may be wabridgedL He 

^ )n inc Painted Hall h another of Loutherbourg^s 
effort , * fhe Defeat of the Spanish ^rmada,* which was 
to the Hoi>pital by Lord Famborough, and has 
been ( -.l^ed ‘ on«' of the finest sea-fights ever realized on 
^ anva‘. ' This, like the Stratton ‘ Great Fire of London,* 
doubtless executed for Bowyer's ‘ Histoty df England/ 
* The Atra^'k on Valenciennes* is in the Royal collection. 
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pailited of the Nile^ (^79% 

lit Fittler^s ehgraving. He continued to exhibit 
at the Royal Academy, soirtewhat irregt^arly^ 
' u^tii his death, two of his most important eWotts 
Wng the U-randing of the British Troo]^ at 
Abpukir Bay,’ and the * Battle of Atexandria,’ 
bpth of which events belong to March iSJot, al- 
though* the pictures were not shown until later. 
In iSoi and 1805 were is«,ued two large volumes 
of ‘Romantic and Picturesque Scenery in Eng- 
land and Wale=i/ containing of coloured 

plates after his paintings. To Maicklm’s great 
8evcn«volume Bible, besides many head and tail- 
piece^, he contributed the ‘Universal Dduge’ 
and the ‘ Destruction of the Assyrian Host/ the 
former of which is many regarded his 
chef-d’ceuvre He was also employed as an dlus- 
trjitor on BowyerV ‘H’st'ry uf England,' .‘hll’s 
‘Bntish Theatre,’ and other publication-. Ev- 
amples of his wojk are not common , hut Ik udes 
those at Greenwich Hospital there aie riniens 
m the National Gallery, the Tate GallrA% the 
GlasgowGanery,anSatSouth Kensingt<iL,\ *nna, 
and Boidciux HtJ resided to the last in his house 
at Hammersmith, where be was well known and 
popular; and where he was occasionally visited 
by George III. Gainsborough painted his por- 



twiit, which, with taro of biis Jan<J 
DuVich.^ He died on nth WmiA ifi:^;^nd 
buried orv the 25th mt the nor^welf'^end 
Chisw'ck Chur#:h)raBrd,,,ttnder aa 
monttioeet by Sir John Soane^ alidNto^ino!*^^ 
epitaph by the Rey. T)r. Christopher |^ake 
Moody, which lays special strtts on his * piety * 
md '^^uarity of manners,’ and closes "with the 
following quatrain:* 

Here, Louiheibourg, rep?^e thy laurefd headj 
WhiJe art ts cherUhed tKgu can^t ne*et be deads 
SalVator^ Potidsin, Claude, thy ekUi ^ombmes, 

And heaiiftotis nature Wee m thy deaigna. 

The registers also record the intertnent at 
Chiswiqk, m 1813 and 1828 lespectiyely, of 
Salome and Lucy de Loutherbourg, his sister and 
his second wife.^ 

As implied at the outset, it is difficult to mike 
of Loutherbourg that picture of the man which 
is ofttn% hghi^, demanded by the irresponsible 

^ Sir Francis Bourgeois, the founder ot the 

Dttliyich Qailery, was a pupil of J^outherbourg. Another 
wai» De Quincey's brother. 

® These last detaiii^ were contributed by Colonel Chester 
iii i8$i td*fNot|s ^nd Querbs,^ from whose indispensable 
and albpj|ppi%, pages we have derived somd other 
partT^uhrt in Hue paper. 
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critic. Besides ^ few early and dubious * on dits * 
of Diderot, m anecdote or two from Angelo, and 
the final statement of Faulkner that * he was held 
in gr|tat esteem for the uniform propriety of his 
conduct,’ but little exists on which to build a 
personality* 'f^hete is,' of course, the healing 
epi|ode. But concerning this, fuller mformatioh 
IS desirable 5 and at present the evidence is mainly 
confined to Mrs. Pratt’s pamphlet, which was 
published against Loutherbourg’s wishes. In 
dealing with Loutherbourg as an artist, however, 
the ground is surer, and general deductions may 
safely he drawn. Not to speak of his deficiency os 
an etcher and caricatun^t, it is clear that he wa^ a 
painter of unusual precocity, dexterity, and fer- 
tility of icsoutce. Combined with these qualities 
v^as a certain constructive ingenuity whrch lends 
a special character to piodui nous , and more- 
over, sfrve J him exceptionally in his effoits as a 
scene- pa niter. On the othci hand, ccssasa 

scene-paiQter, s»nce it probably increased 
tendency to foiced contra^^t^ and iiUdg* native 
colouring, was unfavourahlc to his guV^ as a land- 
scapist. Yet he could sometimes forget hot reds 
and vivid greens. From hi6 * Picturesque Scen- 
ery ’ if is plain that^ he could follow Nature 
closely enough when he chose to keep his eye on 
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tlbq^tfbjecjt ftnd he possessed pailers bf t{p xatmw 
to he defi^ised, Hiul he lived t^Bty ^l^iter 
he tjiight, wt^ hts miktry of techniff^e^amt his 
assimilative t^ent^ di^Uled in the foro^ont 
o^ the <€00111^ English/huidscape schocd* A^' it 
i< 5 , he was not without hS^ inBuenceion Turner/ 
And the more consideraole of., his great 'naval 
compositions are <>till justly regarded as extra- 
ordinary tours de force in their very adventurous 
kind/ 

^ It IS said that i^urner first 'went to live In th« 

JVI dl at Tlarrtjnt rsmith in i8oS in c’rJv . to be near Louther> 
b'-^urg (Monkhotise^a^Turncf^^iSyp, p 
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F IELDING’S autographs, and lett^*#e adi 
mittcdly few in number. /Wh«ri^*&^fed 
an inquiring daily paper the other day, apropos 
of die> unprecedented sale of a Fielding receipt 
and agreement for more than a thousand potinds 
— * where is the manuscript of ‘Tom Jones* or 
of ‘ Amelia ’ ? The answer is not far to seek. 
Probably neither now exists, since in Fielding’s 
‘ v^y authors were not so careful to preserve thyr 
"fi^Opy ’ as Thackera^^lnd Dickens and Trpllope 
in ours. With respect to the absence of letters, 
there are two explanations, each of which js 
almost sufficient to account for their rarity. The 
bulk of, Fielding’s correspondence, it is under- 
stood, was destroyed early in the last century j 
and it is suggested that such of bis papers as, after 
the sale of his library in February 1755 still re- 
mained m the cubtody-of Sir John Fielding, his 
blmd half-brother and successor, perished when, 
in 1780, the Bout Street Tiouse was wrecked by 
the Gordqn riotprs. Thus it gomes about /that 
not many specimens of JHeniy Fielding’S episto* 
ia8 



of these are ffuStlj, <bj:ind, ,|«d v.i>n^odn% 
bsT^eii ofihtert^; so th% with* eeeepl^^f <»t^, 
to be rcprodueed -prescntlj^ and 'Another ids - 
publisher; Jo&n Nourse of the Sltand^ 

jfeufuxg of a hoiise near the Temple #1bich 
w% ‘one Izuge.catiwg Parlou»^ (a- 
cliiwicteristic touch ^), there are practically 
no uttefiatices in this kind which can be said to 
havc-any direct bearing on his biography or per-* 
sonality* , , . 

A fortunate circumstance h:r. brought to light 
two of his latest if not his last letters, the exi^* 
ence of which has hitherto been overlooked^ apdf^ 
by the kindness of members of the Fielding 
family, transcripts of these have been courteously 
placed lu our hands for publication. They relate 
to that voyage t<3^]^isbon in search of health of 
which Fielding^ wrota tdie ‘Jowrn^* published 
poschumouslv m 1755; and they succeed and 
supplement the very valuable letter dating from 
the vame period, already referred to. This fias 
been printed in recent . biographies of Fteldingj 
but its dose connection With the newly-discovered 

must have been eighteenth- century for ‘dining- 
room.'* Mhts Bumjpy speaks of the * eattttg-parknnf* in the 
Queen's ILodge at Wtndeor (^ 0 iary,’ iv (X905), 177). 

K 
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it convenient to print once 
more^ FielJiiig| it will* be rcmei^beted^ left 
Ea]mg for JLift|^n on 26tb June 17S+* He was 
from c«>niplication of disorders* — 
iaimdicc, aib^d < dropsy^ He had tried 
^ Spot;’ Ward’s rem^cs and Bishop Berkeley’s 
tar^water without permanent relief^ 'and when 
frnaily, having made Ins will> he started for 
Pofjbtigalj he had little real hope of regaining his 
strength,* it is needless to recapitulate the trials 
^and vexatiohsof his piotiacted voyage, which are 
fully detailed in the ^Journal’;* but the above- 
mentioned letter, it should be stated, was addressed 
to John Fielding Esq., at Bow Street, Covent 
Garden, vyhen its writer, m the course of his 
travels, bad reached the Isl^ of VVi^ht 

^On board the Queen of Poftugfil, K’ch"* Veal 
at anchor on the Mothei Banlc, olF Rydc, to the 
care oi the Post Master at Portsmouth — this is 
my Date and v** Uirectiou, 

‘ y«/V I » 1 754, 

‘Dear Jac^., After receiving that ngrt«ahlc 
Lrc from Fielding^antl C^., vi/e weighed 

" HU rjeaih ^ctmdlv annouuccd in one the evening 
papers (Godden^s ‘Hfnrv bidding,’ 1910, aS5j. 

* An edition, mth nnnieious notes by the author of thts 
paper^ is. m* iaded in the * World*«v Classics’ for 1907, 
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on monday morning and sailed from Deal t6 the 
Westward Fouv Days Jong but iVico’ caivabJy 
plcasan* passage brou<>:Iit us ycsHSjrday lb an 
Anchor on the Modier Bank, on the Backirf'thc 
Isle of W ght, where we had last Night inSa^ety 
the Pleasure of hearing the Winds roar over our 
Heads in as violent a Tgrrlpest as I have known, 
and where my only Cohsidpration'werc tlie Fe^s 
which must posscs^h any Fnend of ours, (if there 
is happily any such) who really makes our Wett- 
bemg the Object of his Concsern especially if such 
Friend should be totally inexperienced m Sea 
Affiiirs. I therefore beg that on the Day you 
receive this Mrs. Daniel may know that we arc 
jmt risen from Brt^akfast in Health and Spirits 
this tv'ilfih Instant at 9 :n the morning. Ou< 
Voyajic iMth proved fruitful in Adventures all 
whr h being to he writren m the Book you must 
pjsipouc y'' Curiosity. As Incidents which 
bil! under y' C\>gnizarice will possibly be con- 
>^ned fo Oblivion, do give them to us as they 
pass. 1 ell Neighbour I am much obliged to 
him tor recommending me to the care of a must 
able and experienced Seaman to whom other Ca^)- 
tains bcem to pay such Defc -rice that they 
attend and watch his Mor«oas, and think them- 
selves only safe when they t under his Direction 
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$nd Example. Our Ship in Truth secm^ fcb give 
Raivs on the Water with as much Authority and 
Superiority a$ you Dispense Laws' to the Public 
and Example to Brethren m Comniission* 
Please to direct y'’ Answer to me on Board as in 
the Date^ if gone to be returned, and tnen send 
it by the Post and Parquet to Lisbon to 
‘ Y** affee*^ Brotlier 

‘ H. Fltl-DINCr.^ 

This lettei, apart from its manly, cheerful tone, 
affords a good deal of minor information. It 
mentions the writer’s mother-in-law, Mrs. Daniel, 
who had probably remained at Ealing in charge 
of his remaining ihildren; it gives the names of 
the captain and of the ship, not given in the 
^Journal’; it refers to the ‘Journar itself as m 
progress or coiilcmpiation ; and iv confirms the 
fact that John B iclduig (and not S ‘Uinleis Welch, 
as Boswell thought) was Ins brother’s mmediatc 
successor at Bow Street. IVom the Isle of Wight, 
the ^Qaccn or Portugal’ pioceeded to Tor Bav, 
whence the caiher of the two new lettei': is 
dated. It IS addre!5Sed as before to John JFielding : 

‘Torr Ju/jf 22, 1754. 

^ Dear Jack Sovm after I had concluded rny 
Letter of Business to Weuh Uciday, we came 



to an Anchor in this Place, 
is the best Harbour in the ^orid. * I soon re-i 
mcmbeted the, Country and that it was ia tbl& 
midst of the South a Place ftmous for 

Cvder and I think the best m England, in gretit 
Preference to that of Hei*efordshire. Now as I 
recollect that you are*a Lover of this Lujuor when 
mixed with a Proper Number of Midd* Turneps, 
as you are of Port Wmd well mixed likewise, I 
thought you might for the Sake of Variety be 
pleased with once tasting what is pure and 
genuine, I therefore purchased and paid for 
2 Hddsof till- Cyder when they will be delivered 
in double Ca^ks to y^ Order transmitted by any 
Master of a Coasting Vdhd tint comes from 
f^oiidon to these Parts. You must send the 
verv' Paper inclosed thjr being the Token of the 
Del’%.ry. The freight of both by a Coaster of 
JUevoii or Cornwall will be 8 shillings only, 
whuii IS I believe y*^ whole Kxpence. T'hcy 
staiid me withui a Tew shillings at 4^, and the 
learned here are ofT)pmion they are the finest 
of their kind, one being of the rougher the other 
of the sweeter Taste. Welch will easily find al 
most e\ eiy Day one of these Coasters m London, 
which the Uncertainty of our Stay here and the 
Kuriy which every Veering of the Wind put$ 
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in prevents my providing here* It will be fit for 
drinking or bottling 5i Month after it hath lain in 
y<^r Vault. I have con$igned it in the following 
manner. Half a Hdd to yourselfj half to Welch? 
half to Hunter and half to Millar, and I wish you 
all merry over it. 

*In your last, there is only one Paragraph 
which I wish better e:!tplained. If Boor he trusty. 
Pray let me know any Shadow of a Doubt ; for 
the very Supposition gives me much Uneasiness. 
If he IS not trusty he ts a Fool ; but that is very 
possible for him to bt,at least to catch at a leflbr, 
and dishonest Profit, which is present and certain 
in Preference to what is in all Respects its Re- 
verse. Pi ay give me as perfect Ease as yoc can 
in this Parttculir, I begin to despair of letting 
my House this Summer. I hope the Sale of my 
Wine may be more depended on : for the almost 
miraculous Diiatorines'; of our Voyage, tho it 
hath added soniething to the Pleasure, hath added 
much morr to the Expense of .t Tn so much 
that 1 w^sh Welch would send a zo£ Bill of 
Exch*^ by iUegih}e\ means immediately after 
mt ; tho 1 fear , Boor® Demands lor Harvest 
Labour^s have greatly emptied his hands, and I 
would not for good Reatons be too much a 
Debtor to the best of Friends. I hope at the 



liaune timcvto ^ 

State of Afiairs at Fordhook>,|^d the Mm 

o; Paynitn^to Boor ffom mf leaving th mt 
d.ite of suJh when 1 pre:mij% the Har^ 

vest, as to Eiiglind, will be pretty well oyer. 1 
beg hkew-ive ao exvxt Accofcnt of tne ^xicc ©f 
Wheat p Lfoad at Uxbridge. X have no more of 
Buv.nv*'-. to sav,nor do licnow what ciV to write 
you; for even tii*^ Winds with us afford uo 
variety. I gof half a Ptidt from the New Forestp 
while we hj at the Jfle'of Wight, and the 
still sticks by us. We ha\» here the finest of 
Fish, Turl>ot, Vast So;:|li and Whitings for Itss 
tl^in you can eat Plaise in Mdd\ So that Lord* 
Crdmany* Banishment from Scotland hitfiei was 
somewhat lessciue! tljan that /d Ovid fi om Rome 
to Fonius.i We may however say with him — 
Quam vicina est ultima Terra mibi ! Ultima 
1 eiia y]®u know is the Land"* End which a ten 
rs Gale from Noi ch or East will carry m to, and 
where y^ Health with all our Friends left behind 
us in Knglaiid wi!i f>e most cheerfully drunk by 
, ^ Y*^ affect® Brother 

^ I'lttmKG, 

* A!] our loves to my sister.* 

X lii«i reference to ILord Cromarty j|^ doubtlesi^^,4ue to 
Fielding^ connection with the anti-Jacobite presi..^ 



Tfaivvery chaiacwMitic IfisU is w^iisJUtt^ 
injs vwy ai*infornHttg. as that 

interes«nsg» and almost as ,v 
«ri««a<«a days earlmj from of 

4 «£w Msitences nofcd Vicf. comment, m w ^ 

.0 ‘ MiM.^ ; 

• «i*?e clear by the stttemient that this watry 

jsanade cl« y wdy ‘Jpto -the composition of 

SSoWCSm'pLome.’- Thepecuhar 
themeVOF . - . j , , besides being 

r“'‘’'‘t’s:g'3»ra,Chog.. 

"'“S’- »“ 

^ \ Tnic uD to /5 lOJ. ‘Cheeshurbt,’ given in the 
Sbitd record^as the address of Mr. Giles Levci- 
Sce, the salesman, should have ^en the n^e 
S his farm, for in the letter, or'rather at the 
of ll i^desenbed in another script as of Chm- 
2? »hat ist-Churstou-Ferrers, a village oa the 
Brixha»- Welch wa. S.un- 

. <But this I w-w Thee, and shall alway 
Too tru^af’-CPhdips’ ‘ Cyd«,J i 7P». Bk- "•) 

‘ a pmt of wuid ’ (snd ei., H *3*)' 




ae« wac?h, 

of 

Pijding, aiid'tfei^^aheP4n4a^^ft| 
sculptor; Hunter WiUtttin 

‘great surgeon and'Wiatotnist of Cov 
and Millar was Andr^Sff 

lister, of ‘ Sbakesppa^jar' 

eiinc Street in tte'"Straiid^' 
worthiness is under su$piciojn|?^ 
the Richard Boor who wa$ Wtncsses^^ 

to the undated Will exect^ed Yielding at' 
Eahng before his departure from •England. He 
was also, in all Jikelihoo% the bailiff or agent-jn-* 
charge of the * little house * at Ealing (Fordhook)/ 
which if it involved harvesting and wheat crops, , 
should have had farm-land attached to it/ The^ 
‘ buck/ and the paifty which Mrs. Fielding made 
therefrom, are both mentioned in the ‘ Journal’ 
Lord Cromarty^' was George Mackenzie, tlife 


Fortlhook tio lonfcr exists, and the sue, on the Ux- 
HridgL Road, oppnsU- the Ealing Common Station of the 
Metropobtan District Aailway, is now Covered by Hbuses 
A sketch ot u, 9s Somewhat altered and enlarged by sa^ 
sequent occupants, is to be found in the CuiJdhail Library. 
From^ pHn m th#|&|i%g Town Hail, dated 1741, there 
v?rt tjien fields to the north and eastj and later tenants 
:»cem have held land. * Fielding Terrace 'find *Fprd- 
httok Avenue * preserve m i»cmory. 
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/mtb after t|iel4;Sj bpt 
respited. He .was allowed to reside at Lay hill in 
D^pngbire. The appdsite Latin, quotation which 
Pdding makes jn this connection is $ fresh in- 
stance of that natural habit of letters on his part 
which a cheap crttiasm is accustomed to stig- 
mata as pretentious erudition j and the lady 
.^referred’ to in the postscript was prubabiy John 
Tielding’s first wife, Elizabeth Whittingham; 
^ whose adopted daughter, Mary Ann/afterwards 
mamed the novelist’s son Allen. 

. The seal of this document, part of which re- 
mains, displays the double-headed Austrian eagle 
bearing a coat-of-arms on its breast.^ The second 
letter differs considerably from those which have 
been quoted hitherto. In the first place, it is 
much longei 5 and m places exhibits signs of haste 
and a i^rturbation of spirit which arc absent 
from Its piedeccssors, altiiough now and agate the 
old joy of life 4iid natural cheerfulness break out 
irrepressibly. The writing is sometimes scarcelv 
decipherable ; and the paper m peaces is torn and 
mutilated— »;i condition 0/ things which fully 

31 Thi'i shows that Fielding would probably have dis- 
approved the modern <i»covcnes ot Mr. J. Horace Round 
in regard to the relations ot the Denbighs and thft Habs- 
bnrga. 



justifies the treattaent by pari^raL- otpait of its 
matter. From mternal evi^ihco it fftust Save 
been written about twt? or ‘ three ul^ks 
Fielding reached Lisbon “on Auguslflt^ Fof its 
better comprehension, it may be well to remind 
the reader that Fielding’s parQr, as expressly 
stilted in the ‘Journal,’ consisted of six persons: 
namely— Fielding himself; Ms wife; his eldest 
daughter, Harriot; Mrs. Fielding’s * friend,’ Mi8i^ 
Margaret Cosher; and two servants, a foottn&n, 
William, whose ignoble surname has not sur- 
vived, and a maid, Isabella Ash, who, with Mtss 
Collier and Richard iloor, had witnessed the 
Ealing will. Miss Collier, who was a daughter 
of Arthuj Collier, the metaphysician anduuthor 
(rf ^Clavis Universalis.,’ was doubtless well ac- 
q^i inted with the family, for her sister, Jane, had 
cniiaborated with Saiah Fielding m the ^New 
U itnatic of ^The Cry,’ published by 

i)<j(ibley in the Maich of this year. Though ad- 
dre*^ ^d as betee to John Fielding, Esq.: ‘p. the 
Packet,’ the letter begins without fiirther 
ccicmony as follows: 

^ J am willing to waste no Paper as you see, 
iior to put you to the Expense of a double Letter 
as I write by the Packet, by which I would have 
you write to me every Letter of Consequence, if 



Ammng^Bhit 

it te a i&ingle Sbe6t of Paper only it will not cost 
the 0ore for being full and perhaps yo^^iave not 
time oven to fill one Sheet for* as 1 ^take it the 
Idlest Man in the World writes, now to* the 
busiest^' and that too at the Expence of the latter* 
,f I diave Vec^ here two Letters from you and* 
one from Welch. The money I have tbo I wa$ 
forced discount the Note, it being drawn at" 
36 days Sight upon a Portugese who never doth 
anyt^ijng for nothing, I believe as it was in 
Portugese neither you nor Welch knew this, 
and it was the Imposition of the Drawer in 
London. Your Letter of Business I have not 
yet seen. Perhaps it is lost, as if it came by a 
Merchant Ship it easily may: for the Captains- of 
these Ships pay no Regard to any but Merchants 
for which Reason I will have all my Goods even 
to the smallest Patcel consigned to John Stubbs 
{as I mentioned before, and hope will be 
done long before y® leceive this) marked with the 
large red F. — Pardon Repetition for abandons 
Cautela non nocet, and tho I mentioned my 
orders, I did not giyc Rwon I believe either 
to or Welch, at I^st all my Reasons for these 
are Several but this is most worth y' Notice. 
The Truth is that Captains are y® greatest 
Scoundrels in the Woild but Veale is the greatest 



'of all, Aid Aot fiitij <^tfA 

bcfbcR ha aaifed^^^hi^A 

itjfm ym aa^? him as yc*0 h$ w 

likewise a MMli(»ai^ which I fchr^ lcp|, 
reached' fcMion airf.hc lailed a^ew I 

shafl what I have said^ think hfm^tth 

my Nojxcc, miles$|^!^hould oli^ter^&U in mfW ay. 

^ < In answft to yours, if you canndt ansWcr . , . 
yourself t will a^ure you 4?§ee for all I highly 
approve and thank yju, as I anl Convinced I 
always shall when y® «|ict ibt rae, I desire there- 
fore you will always exert ai4limit«dl Power on 
these OccasJohs, 

^ With regard to the pj incipal Point, ray Health, 
which I have not yet mentioned, I was tapped 
again (being the 5th time) at TorNy - . , and 
^ 05 jsibly here I left the DrOpsy, for I have heard 
nothing of it since, . . . 

In Short as we advanced to the South, it is in- 
credible how^my Health advanced with it, and I 
have no Doubt* oat that I should have perfectly 
recovered ray Health at this Day, had it not been 
obstructed by every possible Accident which P'or- 
tune Could throw in my Way/ 

Herd a part is missing; and we may take leave 
to summarize. The first * accident^ wte ihtit his 
whole family,. * except myself [*], ^Harriot and 



A 

l(lhe IsabcUa)^ fell ilL Wflliairt, 
foat^suht cr4^tjjre,*havii^'^U^!^^ l|is 

too freely in jhe chc^ 
w?n^ was> aeisK^ jmritJi a panic 

appitshciiSioh^ dying in a foreign land, and be- 
edming an object" of unmeastinEsd i:ontempt to his 
deserted took ship m the ^ Queen of Por^ 

tugaP for London. The letter procseeds: 

‘ 111 the next Place I found, myself iii the dear- 
est City in the World and m the ^dearest House 
in fhatCity* 1 could not for my Soul live for 
less than z Motdores a day [^,'2 14^.— -the old 
moidoa: being about 27^*] and saw mySLif hkcly 
to be left Penny less 1,000 miles from home, 
wheie I had neither Acquaintance ikh Credit 
among a Set ot Peqpic who are tearing one 
another’s Souls out tor money aqd leady to.de- 
}?os)tc Millions w^th v^curuy but not -i T^urthillg 
Withouto In this Condition niure<nxr 
fnkelihuod liui Poi 5 siUiuy of chaujjjng m) 'fhisl- 
t^on. I he House I was m being the cnea|>est of 
the three in which alone I could get a Codgmg 
v/itb** being poisoned. 

Fortune now seemed to take Pity on me, aud 
brought me by a strange ^Accident acquainted 
with one Mr. StubBs,^ i)ie gieatest Mei chant of 
* V, 4 Up>*irj p, 34.C • 



IS 

thi<; Plarcy ffl1|||iSL- .ffcaiip$t ^rn (acilsr i^i tfte 
World V31a^ 

at a Place‘|Hftd Jonfcer^[8|fiiil^^ 
from LisbdMH^near BefiiBle ll" whi^, i$ 

the Kensiin^Mbf Bhgfand [PortugaH]|^;< land 
where the^|||S^<)v>7 re5ic|e Here he likewise 
me £L,lid|n||« with^ any^nner ofFurni- 
ture not dq|IH ot even a Kitchen Grate. 
For this I .;afnHH||Sp 9 Moidiorei) a year, and 
i *li.er IJ^ldly scaire" suff^ Money to 

tuy me the J 

At this pon:ftl|f^^%gptn abridg^[n furnish- 
ing tijc $m\k to tht 

1' wesv ehb. But a well-tirrod bill arriving from 
I ’s hi other, the tables were turned, and his ex- 
pert ses became tnoderatu. Instead of twomoidorcs 
f he found he could live for less than a 
inoidore'per week, and with difficulty exceed it. 
i Where then/ he asks, *was the Misfortune of 
all this? or vvhat was there whuh could retard 

^ 4 */mnia^ in Spmi^k and PortugUcfc, ift a sm ui fami 
or 4 jMiujs^-houst, "0 »alkJ because the tenant pays to the 
UikPohI 4 pajt jf the produie, 

= Iseiihng makeb the same odd <»lip m the ^Journal/ 
.iddjpg anothei by nymr that Carherine of Arragon is 
b ira-i thert, whereas he should have written i:4therine of 
wid )w of Charles 11, JuncjueiKi is a suburb of 

i isbon 



144 FieU^ng' BittA' 

my R^Niomy, of sh<idk a Ehilc^opbjr^ «o «$jab- 
li$hed as mirnfe whkh had triumph^ over the 
Tert'ojs of Death I thought it hdth certain 
ahd^jpear.’ The aniwfiir is-^hat Fielding, 
whd5 as we know, had fallen ill on landing, was 
still ailing m spjnt. The climate of Portugal «iid 
not suit her: she was home-sick; and prob^b^ 
yearning for her little family at Fordbook, ^Shc 
IS,' says Fielding, ^ I thank God recovered^' but 
so dispirited that she cries and sighs‘ all Day to 
return to England/ where she believed her hus- 
band might complete his convalescence just as 
well as at Lisbon, since he could not there 
readily comjftiand a coach, or see after his children 
and his home. This, to Fielding, who felt him- 
sejf daily growing stronger, was most disquieting^ 
and far more wearing than it would have been to 
a more selfish or less warm-hearted man* Mat- 
ters, moreover, were fuither complicated by< the 
proceedings of that ambiguous * another ’ (the 
word IS Fielding’s own), who, cither as com- 
panion or confidante, plays so dbturbing a part in 
many domestic difiicukies. She is not named, but 
she must, we < fear, be identified with Margaret 
Collier* She was poor; -she W 4 s pushing and 
clever; ^be had become a ^ Toast of Lisbon'; 
and she was apparently steadily setting her cap at 
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tke English 

of Andrew MiUM-: knowH|, that if 

Fielding went home w^’ihf'wifc ^aad^dau^hlter 
she alio wtluld hawsr^o'^S^ompanjr tbem^^e 
seems to have ongini^the' insidious 9x>f0l$ioa 
t&at Mrs. Fielding shouM go back alone; anf tliat 
•she (Mis»s Collier) should remam behind m charge, 
as companion to Harriot. One can easily imagine 
the intense vexation that, as hope revived and the 
pressure of necessity d^reased, these unpalatable 
propositions mu$t have caused “tOiJI*felding. ^ By 
these means,’ he says, ‘ my Spirits whfch were at 
the Top of the House lire throwif down into the 
CclUr.’^ 

The passages immediately succeeding deal wiih 
plans for defeating Miss Collier’s machinations. 
They show much excusable irritation — ^and even 
some incohercncy. It is obvious, however, that 
Fielding has not the slightest intention of preju- 
dicing his last chances of recovery by returning 
prematurely to England. One of the things h«; 
wishes fais brother to do, is to send him out a 
‘convertible Man to be my companion in an 
Evening, with at much of the Qualifications of 
Learning, Sense, and Good liu'nour as y® van 

t 

^ This must have been a Common eighteenth-century 
figure, for Cradock uses it to describe Sterne. 

t 
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find, ^ho will drink a xnod^t%tt Glas$ in tp Even- 
ing of wdl it least me till one when I 

do/, He does not know, he goes on, anyWy 
likely to glow better than himself; he has 
nox^ vigour and elasticity in his limbs gets 
easily in and out of a carriage; when m it, can 
nde the whole day; but all this will lost if he 
goes back, or if the schemes of * another ’ are al- 
lowed to prevail. The letter cbses with dispersed 
particulars of presents, chiefly eatables, which he 
has despatched to frbnds in England. The list 
includes Dr. Collier — ^ whose very name fhe 
adds] 1 hate and who may have been Miss CoU 
her’s brother, as her father had long been dead. 
Then come dn ectiom for clothes he desiies tohavc 
sent out to hum ^ for the Winters here are short 
but cold,* The tailor is to make them wider in 
the sliouUlers — a proof th.it he is putting on 
flesh, But he must speak for himself: 

^Let me have hke wise my Fye and a new 
Mazti Pcinwi^ from Southampton Street, and a 
new Hat large m the Bnm fiom my Hatter, the 
corner ot Anmdel 1 havt hctd a Visit from a 
Portugese Nobleman, and shall be visited Jjy all 
a$ soon as my Kintoi is in order. Bell follow^ 

* In taking ship at jRothrrhithe^ lie had * wo use of his 
limhs,* and ho.itcd hkc a log over the $ide;H ' 



A Pitlding ' ' ^4? 

Capt Veale io EcglanS where he h^th^promis^ 
to marr> her. My fiow co^te of a; 

black Slave and his which I AdSire ^<10 

to add a very good perfect Cook, by the first ^ip,- 
but not hy Veale. Sci ipe to^t^thei ail the JSWUcy 
of mine you c \n and do not pay a F^rthin^ with- 
out my Ordei». My Afiairs will soon be in a fine 
Posture, for* 1 can live here, aftd even make a 
Figure for i»^nost nothing. In Truth the Produce 
ot the Countiy iSvpr^po terott«.ly cheap. I bought 
three Days ago a Leafe of Partridge's [leash-^ 
that IS, three] for ah^ 1.4 F.tig' sli and this Day 5 
young Fowls for half a Crown. What is imported 
froiii abroad is extravagantly dear, especially what 
■comcv from Engkiicl as doth almost all the pro-* 
V ou [r] of Lisbon, i must have from Fordhook 
hkewibc ^ Hams a very fine Hog hiittd as soon 
as may be, and being cut into Flitches sent me 
bkewise a youns; Hog made into Pork and salted* 
and pickleu in a Tub. A vast large Cheshire 
cheese and one of dtilton if to be had good and 
mild, 1 thank Welch for his, but he cheated: 
God bless you and y*® H* Fielding mil annos &c/ 
A postscript, of which the end is wantingj^rc- 
v< als funbtr iniquity on the part ufWipuin, the 
footmm^ who, after fii's inglorious is 

iuund to have cheated his master of ^^3 lir. by 
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1' 

that he bad discharged sjtn i3n|jaid bill* 
Thi^ sum is to h»^ deducted from any draft he 
present for paymmt*, and as a mild punish- 
he H to be stripped of his livery* As for 
she is ^only a hVxjr, and Ficldm^ 
wishes h(‘r to be provided for that Universal- 
Rcgistry-Office in which he anJ his half-brother 
were jointly concerned. 

Of all these matters there is nothmg in the 
^Journal/ which ends abruptly with the <irnval ot 
the * ^uecn of Portugal ' at Lisbon. What more 
came to pass in those brief weeks fha> followed 
the despatch of the foregou letter, will now 
probably never be revealed, Ac this date, Field- 
ing, it IS clear, firmly believed he should lecover, 
liut early in Octobci 1754 his joys and sonows, 
his flank delight of living and his unconqueiable 
hopefulness, found their e^ifhly close in the quiet 
English Cemetery. His widow survived him 
many vears, dying at Caatetbury as latc' as March 
1802. Han lot, his d lugh ter, even* inairicd 
Colonel James Gabriel Monttesor, 1 iatfi a 
brief wcdib^d { fc. As for Miss Maigar^t Coiher, 
sht retired to Rvde, bu? scarcely, one wouki 
imagine, to meditate the memono of her Pcnoi- 
sular manoeuvres. 101755 .he vi rote to Richaid- 
son, complaining that she had been reported to be 



AFiOdmg' l^i^' I# 

the author 6f the * JoSmal/ ^^u^ic % ^so 
very bad a performance ip^h the 

excellent Samuel no .dkmht heartily i^/oved* 
Another '■» iditio.i concerning her {.Sj, that 
vHhe cut in paper supplied the mitial hl^Mor 
Hogarth’s posthumous r,f>»tiait of the am^feor of^ 
‘ Tom Jones* AsoT the marvellous c) €J*me;mory 
of Hogarth could possibly have needed ^ucb a 
stioidusl Whether Oaptain Richard Veal ever 
married f Ash, the maid, is not recorded; 
but froui Vv ‘ .£ wc know of the antecedents of 
th^'t septuajj.’f‘naHan lady-killer and ex-privatcer, 
ItL probably did not. It is, hdwever, to be hoped 
chot the feeble anti fraudulent WilJiarn was duly 
inidct'^d in full amount of which ho had 
s< urht to HiuhbV * his coniidinc employer,’ 

riic fA,fo Jer^tTs r»dcned m this papv,r were soM 
af iKJth^'bys on Fnday, 15th Mirch, T()i 2, for ^^'505, 
bi mg Lots 360 ind Athenafum,' 43rd March). 



tHE BAILU DE SUFFREN 

' ' * » 

* at je pas trouv^ un de sa tremp^ j’en 

fait Aottt Nelson, ft Ics affatres eussent pns iin aiitrj^ 
toumutcl’ — NAPOLEOtt TO La6 Cases at St H’eLFHA 

M oI^SIEUR PHILIP JAMES DE 
LOUTHERBOURG, Paiiiu^r .j the 
King of France, and R.A* of London and 
although a naturalized British subject, has been 
roundly taken to task for depicting, on a canvas 
at Greenwich Hospital, that ‘glorious victory’ 
of the ist of June 1794, when Ridiard, Earl 
Howe, beat the French off Ushant, It is dis-* 
graceful,’ says one of Loutherbourg’s trench 
critics, ‘for a Frenchman to have made such a 
pictuie, when his compatriots, who manned the 
“ Vengeur ” at that battle, went down singing the 
“ Marseillaise ” rathei than k»wer their colouis/ ^ 
Such, no doubt, was Barreie’s boastful report to 
the National Convention 5 but modern English 
historians wnll hsully accep^t his version, seeing 
that the colours w/'re lowered and that some three 
hundred and thirty of the ‘Vengeur’s’ crew were 
» Dus»ieux, ‘Les Artistes Fran^at^ a VEtranger,’ 
ed 1S76, p. 



THE BAILLl DF SUFFJvEN 

(I ROM THE PORIRAII IIV m£RARI>) 



Suffrm t$i 

Tc^ued by the £f!j^|f boats. TIte rijn^iluier.di 4 r 

E ever sink crying ^ V ive la Uke 

gallant Frenchmen that ih^ Wctii ^ gjAnd as 
Loutherboufg, even if, he had nor^en for 
|i»enty years an Engliahinan by adoptSlIi) he was 
sundy' Justified in pamdiig what he pleased^^ At 
any rate, wc propose fo» the i^oinenr to take a 
leaf from his book. It w not fo the exploits of 
Hawke Of Boscawen, or Rodney or Duncan ot^ ^ 
Jervis, tl^t we shall now turn our attention, bu^ 
to thost^ oi* a famous French pre-revolutionary 
‘tailor, the Bailli de Suffren, who, about lySii- 
1783, gave us so much trouble in the Bay of 
Bengal. Valour, decision, energy, initiative — 
these things have no nationality; and the old 
Prf»venjal * sea 4 ie’ro,’ as Carlyle calls huh, pos- 
sessed, in full measure, the greit qualities of a 
greit naval commander. 

In the opmion of M* Charles Cunat of St. 
Medo,' Suffren's first biographer, himself a retired 
naval oibcei, nie Bailh’s doings by sea hnd land 
wholly overshad., w those minor detail, of hts 
career to ‘puerile curiosity’ alone. 

' * Histohft du Bailli de huffreu/’ V i^snees, 1852 ‘ Badii/ 

.1 should be explained, is a superior gmde in the Knagbts 
of St. John of Jerusalem, or Rniglitaof Mdltffi to which 
Order Suffren belonged. 



f wiftes^ contain 

anf ^ tbose^^ivate facts for Vi^hich the idle 
^eeks m tfit lives of great men.’ Owing to 
merve — which is wise or otherwise accord- 
ihg^'ds the reader elects to class ' himself—the 
account of the Bailli^s early years ocG^g[M«s*‘bitt a 
smi^ll i^e in'his ch^nitler’s pages, PicJ^ri-Andre 
de Sufeen SamtJ^Xorptx (later corn^^ted into 
Tfdpc^ was tlhc third son of Paul & Suffrcn, 
MarqtllS de Samt-Torpez; and was bofh on x/th 
Jiily 1729, at the Chiteau of S^uot-Cannat, near 
Larabesc, m the present department of the 
Bouchcssdu-Rh6ne. De’^uiied from his bntli to 
the Sea and Uie Older of St* John of Jerusalem, 
he was educated to this end 5 and at the age of 
fouiteen was sent to 1 oulon. Entering the navy as 
a ^ garUe Je la m inne ’ or cadet, he received orders 
to join the ‘Solide,’ 64 guns, one of a squadron 
which the Cabinet of Versailles was equipping to 
aid the Spanish ves‘^eb shut up in Toulon hy die 
Mediterrahcan tlect undci Admiral Mathews. In 
the indeemve acuoi%, -?r battle of i^yeres (Feb- 
ruary 1744), which followed^ the 

rcucat of Mathews, young Sufiren received his 
of fife/ the ‘Solide’ engaging the ^North*. 
Uinhcrland ; * and, according to M. Cunat, hf al- 
ready displayed the biavery for which he |ms 



aftcrwar^Js From’ the* 

paired to the pa;rt of,|tf eej: unpsa^^^- 

tain Macnamara bound for Atn^ica. 

he bad fresh expenenccs' of naval warfere. * 

* Pauline ’ laid tip, he was ^Se 

‘Trident»’ 04 gws Captain d’Estourmel, tvhidF^^r' 
j:+ 6 , set out fron> Brest with s^^Heet ft thiret-esi 
sail, destiii^d re-capturo Cape fireton u«d br. 4 ik 
up the English colony of Aniiapohs. But the ex- 
pedition Was a hopeless Sitlure* The Coup! <te 
iMaurepao, then it. charge of the JUepattment of 
die MatihCj iud placed at head the Due 
d’An\ lilc, a possibly competent l;^d*officer 1 >ut st 
^ stly rresh-w^iter sailor, whose ine^cperiehcc 
was not aided by the disloyal ^fficers^ who 
&rnu a In's c >mn\and, and i&vcn wnlfuHy betrayed 
i;ni uito trror, * Scurvy, too, broke out in the 
t ' vv , ; a atoi;m dispersed the ships, many of which 
r I* into 1 he lands cf the enemy ; and the 
ciej'ted ren naiU returned to This deplor- 

JAc oistkisujt of incapacity, insubordihation and 
gener*ii mismanagement made a piofocmd impres- 
sion on the alrcsid / ob&ervant ‘ garde de.la marine ' 
of the ^ Trident,' whose ship was one of those that 
c cap'*d. Bur dTstoui mel reported w eil of him 
Ltiat bf* was promoted to a sub-Jicutcjn mey, and 
i\ T 747 joined* the * Monarque ' (74 gum). 



-lil^October df jthe same the * li^onarqiie ’ 

wtdh eight otjier ships set out iiom ^ix island, at 
the moxith of the Cfaarente^ Jn charge of 2^52 sail 
for America. The commander of the little 
Heet wa 8 ,M. de V^tandutre, a brave and experi- 
enced ofiicer. Off Belle-Isle they were en- 
cowtered by a British fleet under Admiral 
H^ke (who had fought as a captain in the 
hsftdie of Hyires), and on this occasion bad 
Rodney 'hmong his subordinates. The English 
<ih^ps greatly outnumbered those of I’Eiandu^re, 
who nevertheless contrived to secure the safety 
of the convoy. On the other hand, six of his 
ships were oiptured, one of them bemg the 
^ Monarque,^ wljkh, beset by three of the enemy 
at once, and with a dead or dying ^captain, had 
bfcen forced to surrender. L’EtandudTe’s ship, the 
*Tonnant,’ with the ‘ Intripidc ‘(Captamde Vaud- 
renil), by which he had been most ably seconded, 
succeeded in getting safely to Brest. Sub-lieu- 
tenant dc Suffien, who, in after days, never tired 
of talking of the wcploits of the *Tonnant and tl^e 
^IntrSpidCy* was cairied as a prisoner to England, 
where he remained until ttm Peace of Aix-l^r 
Chapelie. Ht found ws * airjrogant,' a not unusual 
complaint against cq^ocrorSj and, it is depbijiblc 
to think, henceforth' grew to hate us cordially. 



The Bailli de Suprm . ^ 

There was liftic r^a!soti for the Bell^ 

Isle tejitlej r iuplcd witlf Ajisoii’s%Kt!i§t7 Cape 
Finistmc in the 'preji^^iflg May over Sf^^nch 
fleet calling supplies to the Enit hafl 

practically effaced the French fighting *avy for a 
season. And Anson’S' victory, it h held, had much 
to do with the e.*rahlUhment of British supremacy 
ittjndia. 

R,tleai»ed in 1748 at the Peace, SufFren, as he*" 
had aiwayb intended, enfeied the Ordei of St.' 
John of Jerusalem; and, being at once admitted 
as a was tui rl'e j*c r $ix years occupied 

in ‘tara\anning oi c« nvoying trading sl^ps, and 
fighting the uiispeak^bie I'urk. In 1754 he 
quitted Malta to r<‘tiirn to Toulon ; and ^ ortly 
afterwards joined the < Dauphiii Royal/ Saihug in 
the following vear with a squadron for Canada he 
narrowly escaped being once more taken by the 
English. I'he Seven Years’ War was brewing 
though not begun; and Hawke and Boscawen 
were already engaged m those acts of naval war- 
tare which — according to the point of view-r*- are 
regarded either as piracy or reprisals. After this, 
SulFre^ now a full lieutenant, was at his own 
request appointed to the ‘ Orph^e,’ one of twelve 
ships which, with Marshal Richelieu and several 
thousand men m tiansports, left Toulon in 



Thg^hem de SUffren 

Apnl 1756, under Admiraf de la Galissotiiere, in 
order to invest 'Minorca — an enterprise success- 
fullyf' accomplished. On 18th May, England 
deftnij^cly declared 'war ; and two days later took 
pla^^ha^jpalamitous engagement in \^hich Byng, 
with a fleet of thirteen ships and four thousand 
men,’ failed both to relieve the garrison of the 
a|r^dy-hreachcd fortress of St Philip at Port 
Mahon and to defeat la Galissoniere. Minorca 
passed to the French; and Byng retired to 
Gibraltar. Into the justice or injustice of his 
subsequent fisite on the quarter-deck of the ‘ Mon- 
arqUe/ it ii needless tp enter here. A court-itiartial 
had“ acquitted him of cowardice or disaffection, 
but he could scarcely be cleared from lack of 
enterpiise. La Galisonniere did not long enjoy 
his first and last triumph, for on his way to the 
Co^rt"^at Fontainebleau with the news of his 
iiiccess he died. ^ ’ 

Hapiwly for us, however, this French victory 
was no^Ilowed fejr. others, Of Suffren’s part in 
*!t no record survives, though deplorable 

fiasco must assuredly have attracted the attention 
of an observer whbse own delects, as he proved 
later, were ceitainly not those of supineness or 
imperfeS energy, was to haVe further illustra- 
tion of these failings ih his he# commander, 



Admiral de h Clue, to whose ‘PcAm,* 

he passea from the ‘Orpfa^’ Qlue 

allowed himself to be shiit uphy Admttal^S^^ho^e 
in Cartagcna, f»*om which c*>ign of vant<aj^>-^ej^ to 
the iJtteme disrupt of SuflFren,pyiSsivefy wj^^ejs'sed 
the capture by the cnem} of two of the fleet sent 
to his assistance, Thk- was in February ^75®* ^ 
vpa? . later the French King's new minister, 
Choiseul, was equipping his flotilla of flat-bot»* 
tomed boats to invad^^ England; and England, on 
her 'Side, v» as” preparing to receiVt and defeat It, 
In order to escort tt to our shores it was necessaty 
that the Brest and To*j^k>n squadrons should effect 
a junction. To prevent this, Hawke blockaded 
Brest; and B^wawen, Toulon; while K idney 
busied himselt in bombarding Havre de Gr^cc, 
'A'heic the bulk of the ftat«bntr(uns were congre- 
g-<ted together. ;i\.jgun. 

v/as rciitturj: at Gibfu! dc U Clpe " estA|^||, 
hum Touion, to ue vbs ca almost immediately-. 
Either by disafi action oi misadventure of bis> 

. csseJs sought, ijfiige in Cadi^. His rear shifi^ the 
^ Ceataqre^’ Captain de Sabran-Grammont, made a 
most gallant resistance^ but two more of the fleet 
Molr away at night fell. Wjtl) ^be four remaming 
vessels the French admiral >r^n ashpre between 
{^agos and Cape St. Vinc^fenl, where, notwith- 
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standitlg the iieutralky of Portugal Bo»cawen 
bulged two and captured tLe others* One of 
th€«^ burned was the ‘Ocian’; and Suffiren once 
the instdc of an English pi i5»on. The pro- 
jected invasion of course at an, end. More 
fortunate than Byhgj those of the French captains 
who behaved badly had no worse puniahmcnt 
than the hisses oi the mob when they returned to 
Toulon, Things are not always oidered better 
in ranee— though not many years later * Mr. 
Yorick * was to sa} 

On this s^econd occasion SnfFren’s confinement 
m Ergknd was brief^ iind ur due time he was 
rele^-id, Ahcrisome years of inactivity we next 
find him piutect'ng tte commerce of the Medi- 
tvir^noo? a. of a xebec. Then, in 

1* •,'nu'-*-^ n) the rank of ^ capitaine 
de coming the confidence of 

hfe Superiors, a. 1 . more ycar& of fighting the 

^Barbary sea-ro.?*' , which earned him 

the rank of ComnHrtder of his Order, he ^ be- 
came, in a ‘capitaine ,de vakseau/ and 

in this capacity took part in' the evolutions by 
which the Cabinet ''if Versailles, snll smaiimg 
undci the humiiiatioi^ of ihc Peace if Paris, 
sought ra fortify .md ^rain Jtv navy for the furthei 
developments of vwfUn 1 776 he commanded the 




« Altmlhie ^ * fft tfff, * 

Wh^^in tnt f0ti>ym^fMt,i 

out* 3 F|ntii$q[U«’* W jpii^ 

®f the line 

der the coSoimalid 6 f Ad^tml th^ 
sailed in April from Touton to aid the Aift 
in their stftiggk ^ fudepen^j^Ce. 
progress wa-«^ sutd t^utioW, and tweke WelsSilS 
had JifSSed before he reached the Delaware, froSa 
wHfch the fti:>re dxpcdiUbus Howe, duly adyisiM 
of his approach, had rcfeirM ten days earlier. ISfil 
August, ^uffren, Whh the * f intasque ^ and three 
frigates, was empityed to clear Kewport Harbour 
of the little Fnghsh fiotilla stationed there; and 
the captains burned or sailic thrii vessefe tc save 
them from capture by the en,emy. Dui^g 
tamg’s subsequent operations id the WesMndies 
the^Fantasque’ led the line in the engagement With 
Admiral Byron before Grenada, receiving rhte tiA 
of the * Boyne * mitd the ‘ Royal Oak ’ and losing 
nxty^two mep in killed and wounded. ^^Jren was 
afterwards employed by d^Estaing in seculingijthc 
capitulation of some of the lesser Antilles^ With 
the collapse of d^Estaipg^s expedition to Georgia, 
in which Sufiren earned fdrtjier lam els, the 
French fleet returned home; aadin%Iarch 1780 
Loui^ XVI, 6n the report of^he French admiral, 
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gave Suffireit a peridon of i,,500 livrc^; special 
stiess being laid on fe>s gallantry at Grenada. 

His rise had been slow and his recognition 
for by tins time he was a man of fifty. But, 
as the old mottb in the Tower has it, ‘Tout 
vient a point a*qui peult attendre’; and whether he 
ha 4 Waited for his opportunity or not, it had come 
at length, l^ouis XVI, who took more interest 
in naval affairs than his contemptible grandfather, 
' h^id Vecognized SufRen’s worth; and dTstaing,a 
brave man if a bad sailor (he bad been an officer 
of cavalry), magnanimously admitted the ability 
of a frank subordinate who had bluntly criticised 
the sliof|pomings of his chief. We may pass 
briefly over Suffren’s neJvt succt.Nh, the capture of 
an English convoy off Cape St. N'^mcent, to pause 
at what really constitutes tin beginning of the 
most brilliant part of Ills caieer. With five ships 
of the line, a coivette, and a few transports, he 
was ordered c^riy in jydl to proceed to the 
Cuj^e, Ukd a colony of the Dutch, wuh whom 
Lngknd just declaied war Trc I'^cnch 
government had kanrd inducctly chat an ex- 
pedition, under the well-knuwa Commodore or 
‘Governor’ Gedrge Jvdmstone, was tucing out 
to seize this ’^oveted halting-place on the road to 
India, and Suftren^s mission was to secure its 



safety* ^C>n •*€ froa^reat iptlt 

the^^uni de Gra^s wi botind for 

the West Indies. Off the parted 
company, de Grasse going aiwtyra^ SwFrcn to 
the iOiuh. One of his ship% ,V|Eflbfeien,* was 
found to be short of water; ind Suffreriy fiow' 
* chef d*escadre * c^'commo4pfe»‘decided to put m 
at the Portuguese' colony of Porto Praya^jn the 
Cape yefd Islands, Here Johnstone, t^makmg fca: 
the Cape, bad arrived a few days earlier, with fif^e 
ships, scveml frigates* ^ arm^wi 

tran^pprts. Relying too implicitly on the sup- 
posed SiJcrecy of iiis enterprise and the neutrality 
of the port, he lay quietly at anchor, wholly un- 
prepared fop attack, ^h commanders were 
naturally taken by surprme. But SuiSl’en yifis 
neither a d’Ahville nor a de ta Clue, and his de- 
cision was promptly arrived at, Portp Pray% it 
lb true, was m neutral water* Rut the heutenaiit- 
of the ‘ Ocean * jenie?»bercd Boscawen and Lagos 
Ba>, Signalling promptly to his captains to fol- 
low, he steer-d,. straight into the harbour ; 
anchored as close as he could to the English 
i]<{gshipj and, regardless of the gunn of the Eng- 
lish squadion, the armed transports, and the forr 
tuguese fortress, opened vigotous firqv ^Unhappily ‘ 
he was not seconded with liqual alacrity. The 
M 



which came rlhse after hh» 
eaow^ vm sww killed, by iome misconj^n. 

l^me, the«Vengeur’andthe‘Sphinx, tfetwo 

li^t^ips, scarcely got into action at all| while the 
‘ Art&ien,’ mistAmg m the smoke an East India- 
maiteftir a man^f-war, drifted out of. Ae cpmbat 
alt^tbm At the end of an hour s fighting, 
SufLi, having battered the enemy.to his Iw^s 
conijent, an^’finding himself with only two sh^ 
one^f which, the ‘ Annibal,’ had low her m«rt- 
inSliaen-masts, judged it.exp^icnt to cut 4ns 
• cabjes and make off. This he did, as swiftly as 

he came, fofi^wed by the ‘Annibal, which in ^ 

caping, lost her remaining mast, but was fortun- 
atcly taken in tow by the unoccupi^ Sphmx. 
The ‘H£-tos’ herselt had been roughly handled. 

. Lt Suffren had accomplished more than he toew. 
For though Johnstoii-e, recovering himrelf,sta|^ 
5h pursuit, he was prudent enough to abandwjiis 

designs bn‘ the Capet' and Suffirens 

to fight then and there wasupply'JBStifiedby.the 
event. Had he been effect#!^ supported by his 
8ubotdin«es, he lyOuld. probably have succeeded 
in wholly.4eBt}0#ing. Johh^t s ^uadron. 

On 2t,^ Tunb iySi Simons Bay, 

.nd having satfs^^ TTT^ .t 

the Cape from ‘fnether attack, sailed for the 



d’QfpySi awn broli^ ift h^ifitii atfi o. 4M|hiid|' 
ene!^ ‘bat a seaior in ,iwy '1^ 

command of the combined flee’t, 
of Uev-Ci/ shlpit of the ime, three 
corveue$ and a iirc-ship. When Su®e«f^ 
repairs "W^ete completed^ it mil ^ India fco^lp 
the &mou$ Sultan of" Mysore, AH^nlife 

* e 0 bits to drive the English out of Cattiatk. 
On the way (aand January 178a} Suffren chased 
and captured an English hfty^gun ship, the < Han- 
nibal,’ the rommand of Which eventually fell to 
the de Gaiks, who after the captain’s death had 
gallantly fought the^ French * Annihal ’ at Porto 


Piaya. This pri»e added another battleship to the 
side of the French* On 9th February d’OntiS 
died, and his death placed Suffren in supretn^ com- 
mands A few days later Suffren sighted Madras, 
wheie he hoped to surprise the English fleet 
befoie rt could shelter itself undet the fbrmidake 


batte»'>sof Black Town and Fort St* Geoige. But 
as things fell out, by this time the En^h ^eet, 
numbering nine large sh^ of war, was already 
occi,|jyiug the desired position; and Was lying, not 
dispr-isedly, as at Portb Praya, but in order eff battle* 
Tnc leader, too^waS of touglitr tempei than 
Johnstone, and a foe in many r<»pccts worthy of 



8iiffireJi*» «iecL Sir £d ward, Hughes, Kniight of 
the Bath, and Vice-Admiral of the Blue, had 
Ijeen Commander-in-Ch»‘ef in the East Indies 
^d at sea had hitherto had matters 
4 tery .much his own way, *Two years earlier he 
had destroyed Haidar’s fleet at Mangalore, Sub- 
^uently, on hearing of the outbreak of war 
England and Holland, he had helped 
Sir Hector Munro to reduce the Dutch settle- 
ment of Negapatam on the Coromandel coast. 
Jicliad then proceeded to Trincomah in Ceylon, 
Which he. reached in* January 1782, at once oc^ 
cupying the town. The Dutch,^ however, with- 
drew to Fort Osnaburg, which Hughes stormed 
successfully « few days later, Ret*:;nirjg after 
this exploit to Madras, he reached it a few days be- 
fore the already recorded arrival of Suffien. His 
fleet had been reinforced by three more ships 
lirom England, and when he anchored under the 
’ guns of the Madras foi he had been forewarned 
of the advent of the French. And thus began the 
series of remarkable naval engagements which, 
inconclusive though they^proved, reflected honour 
on both sides, and winch only came to an end 
wnth the Peace of Veisadlles, Both commanders 
were men of exceptional i^ability. Hughes was a 
skilled seaman with a great deal of cautious ten- 



adty; i»nd Suffrem, witli all the a:*dt .r aiid 
of h5$ nation, was ^ brave as his sword.' tact! 4 ^ 
and strateg}*^ are admitted to have been fit i^upef 
to those of his opponent^ but Hughea bad an ad- 
vantage in the better dfecipljn^fe and s^a^iness 
of his subordinates. * ^ ^ 

Rightly regarding the English admiral's ^siriem 
as unassailable, Suffren, after a councU of war, 
weighed anchor, and went south to Tiincomali, 
guessing, no doubt, that Hughf^ would 
wtncu be did. Slipping past the Fiench fieee tn 
the inght, he found at daybicak on 17th 
ary that, by the carelessness of one of »hr rneb 
raptains,thc corivo) had become separawd ^rom tnc 
fleet, Chasuight forthwith, he took ^ x , five 
of which were English prizes. The sixth, the 
b ranch transport ‘ Launston/ was more valuable 
still, since, besides a train of ai tiller) and military 
stores, destiJU'd for HatdaT" All, she lud on board 
three intndred soldieis of the Lmsanne regmunt. 
A? Hughes expected, SufFren eame rwiftly tv> the 
rescue^ and a struggle ensued betwet n the Fieach 
vail of seven ships and the English rear and centre 
of Cve, the four foremost of the Enghbh line n»«/cr' 
being able to tack and come into action. Suffren 
lurns<df m the ^ Hifros * engaged Hughts’s flagship 
the * Superb,’ but the bf unt or battle was borne by 



Tkim^mdeSuff^n 

Exeter,* itte steritmcAt English ship, which 
iPSsMlcd s^ccessiv^y hy several of the enemy, 
th« ^ Orient * aid* the * Petit Annibal * (the * Hsin- 
jft0bar.pri2e)distmguishing themselves particularly. 
Much damage was done on both sides, though 
the English suffered most. The ‘ Superb * lost her 
captain and two lieutenants, and owing to shot*- 
hcies m the hull had five feet of water in the 
hold; whilethe unfortunate ‘Es^eter* was pounded 
to a Imlk. Hughes’ tactics^if hot ill-judged, at 
’least proved unfortunate; his rear was terribly 
overmatched ; but the ships were fought splen- 
didly, atid it was not overwhelmed* Suffren had 
again to Complain of the inadequate support he 
received from his captains. Five of his twelve 
ships Remained inactive ‘ speiM^teurs du combat,’ 
disregarding the signals to come to close quarters, 
and firing ineffectively from a distance* Towards 
six in the evening, therefore; when a change of 
wind made it probable that th^ English van- 
guard <^<9^ttld 4 n’tervenc, Suffren c^ed fighting. 
The tcnai loss, on the French iide amounted to 
thirty killed and a hundred wounded;. and it is 
^riatucaUyn cdiutcaded by Suffren’s French bio- 
grapher tfet Suffren, even without the support 
of his rearguard, could have destroyed or hope- 
IcsiJy crippled the English fleet. Tlitre must 



Th$ Bmlli de 

however have been ocher crnisti^e^atiljlijs 
induced him tO close the ^ «. 

This wa$ the first of wh^t Carly^^b 
Hix — ^for Canyle hiciudt:^ 

Praya wkh^ the five actions wiiich subscqijcntiy 
took place with Hughes- Aftci that ju&i de^cnbcd> 
wl^cfe is .spoken of inu»fFercnt^ as off Sldras or 
Fort; Getirge^ Hughes weht to lefit^in tl^e 
sbeltere4 haibour of TrihcomSdi^ and 
sailed to Poudichcrry effect, negotutions with 
Haidar All.' ills desire was that he land forces 
fiom France should le-capt* e that Ncgapatam 
which nvU many mcpths before the English 
aumiui >ixd Jtelped to xvtcst from' the Du|ch. Bpt 
M. Duchetiuin, wdiu commanded ^the pi;e^ 

fcAcd to attaak the nearer GuddaJore orGbudelpur. 
V/ ith ilic consent of thr- Sultan ihj'> course was 

^ We ma^) btte ’recall—smce M. Cun#t 19 genc‘^us 
enough to 'iu ^o— 4 n Fngliiih mudeni ot thi7% engagement 
of?' Sadra^i, as relafed m Bestson ('Naval and Military 
M<.r»mr&ot Grt^t Britsun/ 1804, p; \Vhen^l^)m- 

modore- King 01 the SEaeter,* whose se<^ond-‘inna>m^tand^ 
^Ca^tam Reynolds, been killed at, hie side by'a canpon* 

s.bot, wa^.askea by the Master what could possil^ly be done 
with ti ship i’ttic better than a float wreik, he answered 
caimiv t * There is mithing to be done but %iit her tfll 
sink! * Tt pleasant to thitnk that Georgy t)I'imde 
K?»g* Sff Richard, and that he-suarhiW,ttH 




accofdingly tak^n. *TJte soldiers were landed at 
Port;^ , Nov'o^ takmg Cuddalore ^ on 4th Aj^nL 
transactions had necessarily occupied j^iue 
tlmtf; and m the interim Hughes^ rapidly reifeJup- 
ing ai: Triner;mi3li, had returned to Madra-, where 
his fleet was augmented from England by the * M:jg- 
nanime^ and the ^^>uitan.’ He then again started 
for Trincomali with troops and stores. On the 
8th he sighted the French fleets of whom he had 
hitherto heard nothings and on the 12th a second 
action took place near. the island of Providien, 
Ceylon, * This,’ says Admiral Mahan, ^ vras the 
hardest fight between these two hard fighters’; 
and It happened on the very day that Rodney 
defeated and 'captured de Giasse off Dominica, 
The French had twelve ships, the English elevetn 
After some pieiiminar)' manoein rmg, the battlt 
began a little after noon. Hugheds line \yas 
formed in good order, at two cables’ length dis- 
lance, the ** Superb' (74) "Kcupymg the centre of 
the line, with the ‘ ^loiimouth ^ (^4) ahead and 
tMonarca’ (74) astern. Five of the French en- 
gaged the'Enghsii van; whut: the lemainmg 
seven, led bj'' Suffix himself, bore down on the 
three ships mentioned above. I'he * Hdras,’ and its 
second, the^Orfentt’attackirf the ‘Supeib’ within 
pistol shot, and for ^iinc minutes a furious fire was 







‘ Mottarea^Mevdted bis 
moutV whose JaSes i 

oii^l J<>bmtone *Pmo JlH^er 

Hughes, had '^captured &c six prias^ at Fort 
St^orge*" Abeadf assailed by ooe of tbe#rbnch 
fleets the < Monmouth * was speedily reduced to a 
wteck;* With her wheel shot away and her sxuislll^ 
gone, her flag nailed t j one stump and a rag ol 
sail hoisted on another, she lay Irlp a log on the 
water, until a lucky gust of %v.nd enabled Captain 
Hawker of the Btrghslv^* Hero^ t&tow her into a 
position q( comparative security. Out of an 
effective crew of 400 she had 147 killed and 
womidcdj m fact, the bulk of the casualties Were 
divided between the ‘Monmouth’ and the flagijb^ 
'riie French ‘ H^ros * must also have fared 
for Suffren had to transfer his flag to anothei^lhip* 
Later in the day the fleets fell apart, and the 
battle was nq# lenewed. Each side clamied the 
advantage ; but, once again, either from disaffcc-* 
tion, or that excessive caution which Suflfren 
sttgmatiaed as the veil of timidity/ be was 111 
scrvctl by bis captains* 

The two actions between Shflirfen and 
Hughes snny be more briefly dealt with. The 



.ilS" ' tk$ $ailB^^uiren 

finst^u 6 til Julyi took(^ace ofF N^egapatam^ 

' wfciSWas still a .cheii^ad Fietlch objective, 
Hughes, ct^fetrar)' to hjs custom, began the attack 
oti'this occasion; and the deets engaged line td 
hne, only to be thrown into hopeless disorder, 
after an obstinate two houis' stiuggle, by a sudden 
ch^mge of* wind in which they drew off, as befoie, 
With contradictory results, Suffrem regarded him- 
self as master oi the field : Hughes reported to the 
Admiralty that he had obtained a decisive superi- 
ority, But in cither case the French operations 
against Negapatam wcie foi the rime abandoned. 
In thi*^ fight occurred the equivocal incident of 
»he ‘ Sr\ ere ’ (64), whicS, finding hersglf opposed 
to the ^Sultan’ (7f^ and other English ships, 
hauled d^wn her cokuirs by c'fdcr of fijsar cOni- 
mandei, M, de CilUrt. They were immediately 
rehoincd by his indignant subordinates^ and the 
‘ Sdvere * recommenced firing, A n uuercliange of 
recrimination rnsned hetwc< 11 the admirals on 
the subiect; but M. de CUlait was suspended 
and cvenui.iUy dismissed the service. He was not 
the sole offendei, for xk» fewer than four French 
captains were broke by Suflien and sent to the 
Mauritius.’ ^ 

* In the Painted Hall at Gitenwjch Hospital there i« a 
picture of the action otf Negapatam hy Domimc Serres, R.A. 




Iiu^ke» to nm < 

^ftmh went Jfcviim bfM 

ixii^ mctopt 0^ Kegapa^te, 
attci4t»on t<J Trificomalt; and itt thit<*SiStWice^- 
trived to anticipate Htlghcs* JRicinforcii^tf at Bat- 
ticaloa from France on aist Aitgu^t,* \\fx sa^ed 
for Triiificl|ttali, before arhich lie VLtrh cd on tbc 
asth. V|g<i»*ously attacked, the place s^p^diljr 
rendered ; and when, on 3 rd September, Hughes^ 
made hia appearance, liic French flag was floating 
from Fort Osnaburg, The fight that followed Was 
again indecisive. The fluu were fifteen French 
to twelve English. Suffrcu’s tactics, as at Sadr^s 
and Providicn, were to assail the enemy's rear. 
But excellent as they had proved, they were truit- 
iess m«.|icc of the jealousy or lU-wili of some of 
hfk^Oiplatins, whose discontent by this time had 
grown ^ a cabal. Aft<r a precipitate and dis- 
orderly combat, the"French fighting falling almost 
wholly on the flagship ‘ Heros/ the * Illoatre ’ and 
the ^Ajax/ the wind changed, and the fleets separ- 

As Sert^* l.-id bed'll a iedman, and as tl« picture was tlir 
bcqut'&t of Adnuiai Hughes, it tnay be pneautued to be 
acturaif. Hu^hei, who huivived 175^^ a ho left 

Por*^rait by Reynolds to (he Hospitah 
^ On tile t^th of tins month he had recejyed, from the 
Grand Master ot the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, his 
romraission as Baflli, the next grade to that o( the head 
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the French going h'a^ Ijp 
the Enc^lish to Madras, SufirSiiVeisap^iitigBt^ 
l^ew no bound's, and his words havt? 
emphasis oF his angei " ' 

‘My heart [he wrote] ts wrung by the most 
general defection » I have justJost the opportunity 
of desrtroyiiig the English ^adron. ** , Ail— 
yesif;«fcll — ^might have got near, since we were to 
wihdward and ahead, and none did so. Several 
among them had behaved bravely in other com- 
bats. I can only attribute this horror to the wish 
to bring the cruise to an end, to ilUwill and to 
Ignorance; for I dare not suspect anything woise. 
The result has been terrible. I must tdl you, 
Monscigneur, that officers who have been long at 
the Isle of France are neither seamen nor military 
men. Not seamen, fr>r they have not been at sea ; 
and the trading rfmper, mde|>endent and insub- 
ordinate, IS absolutely opposed to the military 
spint.^ . 

The fight off Ti mcomali took place in Septem- 
ber 1 782, and It wa^ nearly nine months before 
the rivals met again. In t eturning to T rincomali, 
Si^ffren, by the fault of the commander, lost the 
* Orient,’ one of his best ships 5 and he afterwards 

' Quoted in Admiral Mahao^s * Infiuence of Sea Power 
•upon History,' 6th ed p 4.35, 
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lost another Huj^’.es^ hav|fl|fi*o 

longer a base in Ce);»k>n, |M to ^ rouiW ^ 
Jwhiiy — ttot wkhout cKffietilties iiKidle 
aemn. Conj>e<juently he missed Sir iiichard 
BiCKeiton, who, arriving from England with 
reinforcements and stores, and failing to find 
Hughes m the Bay of Bengal^ had to follow him 
to Bombay/ Suftren, on the other ha*ul, wintered 

10 Sumatra, wheit he was more on the spot than 

}iU adversary* In December 1782 Haidar AU 
died, and the succession parsed to his arrogant 
son, 1 ’pu Saib, With J »nv. 1783 the fortune of 
war ]i v] centred lound Cuddaloic, where, by land, 
Cooie s Ml Stnirt, with a siiperioi force, 

wau bt leaguenng the Marquis dc Bussyj and off 
C\ ddaloie on the 20th, Hughes and Suffren met 
Ic the lau lime. Tht encounter ^was of the 
cominonpla' e eighteenth century order — sa\e fur 
two details/ One was, that in puisuance of Orders 

11 im Verbatlles an lug out of the (aprure of the 
C j\jd\i dt Grasse at Dominica by Rodney, Suffren 
directed opeiatiuns, not from the flagship in the 

^ but from the ^ C 16 opatre/ a frigate outside it, 
I'lie other was that * the French fleet of fifteen 

^ Ocie of Blcki^^rton's relief fleet was the * Brhtol,* whose 
captain was Finny Burney^ bro»^h«r James. In the battle 
of Cuddalore the ‘Bristol* engaged the ‘ Hardl * 
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sail littacked the Biitish fleet of eighteen fitim 
windward- and it was the Britislt fleet which 
t<«tired/ ^ Five days later Hughes wrote to Suffren 
announcuig the conclusion of peace, and suggest- 
ing a Suspension of hostilities. 

Hughes was probably not, sorry for the turn 
things had taken, foi the struggle had been diffi- 
cult and proti acted, and some of his crews had 
suflered terribly from sickness. There are also 
mdicatiom that Suffren himselt did not legard 
the future out]^x)k as hopeful. ‘ God be praised 
for the peace he wrote, ^ for it was clcir that 
in India, though we had the means to impose the 
law, all would have been lost.* * Wai alone,’ he 
atided significintly, ^-can make bearable the weari- 
ness of certain things." Fight hw, hov/cver, was 
now for WiQ time at an end, and m October 
1783, he set out tw Fiance, slopping ^ the 
Mauritius and the C^pe The passage J^onu* was 
a p'liloi^ged timniph Everywhere Miie winds 
K!f.w Ills own praises in hfs eyes," Especially was 
gnitiflod by frank cuidiality of his old 
opponeiivS, the English. At I'abie Hay the cap- 
tains of nine of Fiughes’s slops, with Commodore 
King of the ‘ Exeter * at Cheir head, i ailed eagerly 

' Hano.ay's * Short Hitioryof the Ko/ii N-ivy,’ 1909, 
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upott^hiin. *The good^ Dutcfcrhen Jbavt recd^e^ 
me their ddivcrei,* he wrofpi ^mong tfic 
^nbutes which iuvc most flattered pie, none h^s 
given me more pleasure than the esteem and con- 
sideration testified by the English who are here.’ 
At Pans, which reached in April 1784* the 
story 18 the sime/ Vv^heu he sppearedf^at VeK 
sa'illbs, the ‘ gardes-du- ^orps,’ hearing Itis name, 
rose in a body and, quitting their" weapons, 
corted him to the audience. Louis XVT received 
him most w irmly 5 and Maue Antoinette herself 
^resented him to the Dn'^phin with the words, 

‘ 1 hi$ IS M. de Swftien, one of the men who has 
best M‘i v'^ed ihe King/ Anci when the little hay 
(it must have^iiecn rh’" iiri^f Dauphin, then four 
y.,irs oid) hesitated in repeating the name; ^My 
son,' said the Queen, ‘you must learn early to 
hear p^nounced, and vouisclf to pronounce the 
name of the hero defenders of their country/ 
The Ci/untf^s d’y\ftois, and her sou, the young 
Doke *Wme, were equally amiable, and 

there was a up veisal rain of complimentjy. At a 
dinner given by the Minister of Mhiine, d’]?stamg, 
tiie Baill/s oBd commander, being adiiressed as 
‘mon gin^ral,* replied, with happy adroitness, 
that M. de Sqf&eii was the only ^general" pre- 
sent. The King created for him a special and 
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’ '■ ' 1 WATke-Aflmfral of France {Sand 

per^nal Order of the Saint- 

cdttcction, hi p Provencal birth- 

Ghteffd, and at Salon, near nis s I.HAk-I 

byFov»» 

nret.enied him with a medal. _ 

To all these distinctions there tame m . 

. mouraM »qud. TteMb.te®” 

^cc.Aamir.1 d.»ln.a tim i« 7“- * 7itont- 

few he IWed quietly m the 

niorercV at the entrance of the nm 
d’Antin. With 1788 the war^loud '’®gf 

t^ke. *k .kari,»i -nd b" «“ ’>>' 

> That .hips should be .ailed after him was “ 

.A I snd in 1701 a’‘S. Fren* oi seventy-four g^* ^ 
P*" ?BUt. in .7?4, It was, dedded that ‘ the 

^ properly figure 

":^Llelw.«nls.gnations. and the < Suffr«.> become 

.»f®®7r^htet tL ‘Redoutable' (Captam, Lucas) 

of T«talgar.Mf«>m h« 
sS^e the mudcetAall that killed Nelson. 
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and ^hiM 

of Sa^ltt50-|l4ii64^ 'tM mp0Of 

Wj^ $$4^ed t6 U 9^^kxy-^n ii|8^4M3^ 
proftibk No ii^oiipidon $mt^ to Ifis^ Wn^ 
arou&ed at^thc tiit^ei apsl it mot 
tbii3%fb|jy“ytai^aft(?rwaids th$t M* pi, the bhh 
tor^Og^apher of the Krerndh tiavyj^ publi^ed a 
different account, AtccM'dimg to this^ Suffren W4ls 
kilted in a duel by the Prince de Mirepoix, who 
had invoked his good oihccs ou behalf of two 
nepheWss rlica under sentence for dereliction of 
duty in India* The BadU had refused to mut*t 
venc; and refused m such terms as, t^'>c di^ys, 
could only provoke a demand for satistaction 
Honolir forbade taih to decline the challenge, al- 
thongli bis age (he un his sixtieth year)„imd 
his^^ibii^sfive corpulence, wholly unfitted him for 
any encounter of the kmd. As a result, he was 
mortally w<Hinded, and succumbed m a couple 
of day^.* 'I'his vemonof his fete is now, generally 
accepted. The solitary witness, it i^ true, is 
Dehodencq,att old servant in ^ufiren*s household, 
who repeated his story for many years with- 
out vanaiion. There were no motive^^ on hij» part 

N 
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\fyr inventing It, while there were several, for 
Its ai^ppressioi); and it was a pknii|ible feature 

the narraiiVe that the fiailli himself hjd, on 
life dcath|)ed, enjonied about hinv to pre* 

sCTve absolute secrecy in the matter,,^ 

But whether the Bailb dc Suflren died in 
deference to a deplorable social code, or in the 
ordinary course of nature, he was a man of whom 
France has every reason to be proud. In the 
period of moral disintegration, of incompejtcnce 
m high places, of inecjuitable privileges and 
tyrannous traditions, which heralded the outbreak 
of the F'rfinch revolution, it was something to be 
a single-minded patriot, putting duty before titles 
of distinction, and love of count! y before personal 
advancement. SuflFreu was din — and moie. He 
may have 'been brusque and eccentric — he Was a 
blunt seaman, with his heart in his work; he may, 
as Admiral Mahan dunks, have ^expected too 
much of his captains’— without training thtem to 
do better; but he was a great military genius, 
having all the indispensable equipment of rapid 
]|ierception, clear judgment, prompt decision and 

^ Jftl, < <It k Vie Maritime/ i8ja, vol nj, p, i6i , 
CuriaiJi 34S /I Jai again, ‘ Diet CYitique/ etc , 

and ed. tt7t, pp u <; ^-7 See App^-xivhx C (Death of the 
Baiin de JsofFrtii) 
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inflescibility of purpose. flThc oW dilatory method# 
of maritime “wrffefe were too jlow tor ill's fiet'y 
and impetuotis soutiiern temperament.? -Kcsrive 
under inactioa— as he hid often reason to he — hj^ 
trusted to attack rather than delhnce } ana though 
a skiitul strategist on occasion, preferred bold and 
• vpi) hazardous measures to tortnal evolutions, 
mancBUvrcs, and ' bookish theorii,’ Had he been 
better hacked from home — had he been buttfer 
served afloat, he might as he hoped, have suc- 
ceeded ’ll ‘destroying the English squadron,’ with 
results to our supremacy in tin East which, for- 
tunately, It IS now only possible to conjecture. 
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‘ STOWE 

, /A wA 

I M Horace Walpole's letters to Oetwge 

N one of H P ^ 

MoiW pefece to 

any account of tl^c o 

TSr 4 ^"^Si».ea- by hi. belovetl 

compaitf a select patty on a « y 
lJ^^Te.ple'snHunt^^^k'7^^'^ 
drove about the grouu a, erected in 

triwnphal arch whi(* f f d ikfollv in the lake, 

‘playdf at pharaoh ti y jamLcd a 

themselves comun^^. time.’ 

g^eat deal, and had not » 

VT rS£be?Xldi^-nd variety ot 

above: *Thc n^r oi e 

sruiCs?:,:— 

< .Oa 



a _«p<^ ' ^rewcnew^-' *i6ii»g t^^ed 
br<tt^ >,to one’s iaind 

greatnipss or tb^ thlfcimtre 

hnbkidy pUmtsS, 

Pope^ Congreve, Viu;tr«sgh| p^nt, 

^obhai05ii Lore} (^e8ter%W, 
tho Lyttelton^ Gr’CovIlIcs, W^ts 
Glover and Wi}ke«^j the late Jfeijiice of Vv^ale^th# 
King of Denmark, Princess Am^ie . {all thesi^, 
says Walpole,] add visionary personages to the 
charming scenes, that are so enriched with feiries 
and temples, that the real prospects are little Ic^. 
than visions themselves/ ,To revive Walpoles’ 
rerninfecences-^reminiscehces, it should be addedj 
m)t always coiisistcnt~one mmt bc 'Waipofe* 
But we may fajrly attempt to recall ‘^some of 
ihe people and things he mentions. 

The T empjes of ^o#e m Bucks and of Cdbham 
in Kent traced theft lineage, if not to Inachus, 
at kmtoth^t histotijp^JLeofrfc, Earl of Chester 
and Metcia, ^ho ^ ^fe the Go%i^6i 
Godiva.of legend. For the n^ment, however, v5ft 
need go no farther back thaft the reign of James I, * 
when, after vsfious v;disitudes, the estate of 
btowe had pass^.dcfinitd:y^tiie^^ the 

person of Thqift^ 'Temple of Stow<^ and Burton 
Dasset, Knight^sJnd Baronet* This Sir Thomas 
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mni'ried Hester, daughter of Miles Saudys 
ph ‘Latimers on the Chess, a lady who, herself 
s||aving a&mily of thirteen, and surviving through. 

generations, was privileged to behold no 
fewet than seven hundred of her descendants, a 
fact for the veracity of which Thomas Fuller in 
his ^ Worries'* vouches quaintly by declaring 
that he bought the knowledge with the loss of a 
wagen To Sir riiomas •succeeded his son, Sir 
Peter,* who enclof^d some two hundred acies 
ground for a park; while the next hcii, Su 
Richard Traiplc the first, rebuilt what had been 
the Manor House. From hira, in 1607, the 
property passed to Sir Richard Temple the 
second, later the Lord Cobhain of whom Walpo!<^ 
speaks; and with this SmRichaid, a diUniguishcd 
soldier and statesman, (he histoiy of Stowe >s 
connected for more than half a rent ary. fnrcraig 
the army carly^ hr pres^ nt it the sidge^ of 
Ruremonde and V enloo ; iind hen, in i yr,S, Ldle 
was taken by the Allies, hL hearing ;is Biigadier- 
General justified Maribprough in making h m 
the mf'sscager to Quieeii’Anne of the fall of that 
fortress. He was ctfeated Baron Cobham at the 
accession of George 10 announce that fact 

went as Envoy Extraorduttiiy and Plenipotentiary 
to Charles^ yi, Em|x:ror of Geunaii). In 1718 
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he became a Viscouat. But It is 
rehearse his farther iionours, i^hicnJiiferc^ina»y; 
Amoag otcier things, I e C<^c>nel of tte 
* King^s Own,* or Cobham*s trxx>p of fiprse (ist 
Dragoon Guaiils), in which his ^connection, 
William Pitt, afterwards first Earl of CMham, 
b«it then engrossed a the study of military 
manuals, rode as a cornet. After becoming Gdn* 
stable of Windsor Castk and Governor of Jersey, 
Cobham fall into disgrace under George II for 
his opposit on to the Excise Bill This turned 
)}im into the Coryphaeus the little knot of 
youthful noliticians, generally hih own relatives, 
v.hom Sir Robert Walpole <oucemptuously called 
thf" *Boy Patuots.’ By 1742 he was a Fidd- 
Mrishal; and during the King% absence in 
Hanovtr, v/as appointed one of the Regents 
He died in ^749, and was buried at Stowe. Most 
of the int^vals of hi> active life had been passed 
there m entertaining his friends, enlarging the 
Ludduigs, andvpJaDoiating those spacious gardens 
wliich^ even in an epoch of magnificent rural 
‘ retirements/ rendered the place a permanent 
centre of attraction. 

At the close of the eighteenth century, the 
ornamental grounds 8 tow^c (with vi^hich^ follow- 
ing the old contempoiary guide-books, it 1 $ con- 
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vcnient to begin, occlipi«?<i' iSfome four hundred 
acmy were in part surrounded by a ^unk 

fence, on the inner side of which was a wide, 
elmH-$haded gravel-walk. When Sir Richard 
Temple first entered on his tenancy, the formal 
horticultuidl models favoured by William and 
Anne Were in full vogue 5 and the place was laid 
out much after the Dutch fashion adopted by 
London and Wise at Kemington Palace and 
elsewhere. But under the first Georfre, Charles 
Bridgehaan^ the royal head-gardener, became also 
the presiding spirit at Stowe. He it wa? v^ho 
probably instituted the above-mentioned sunk 
fence, a device bon owed from the military art, 
and he went on gradually to blend the landscape 
With the garden, and to substitute lawns and 
vistas for pleached alleys and precise flower beds.^ 
When, in 173^, Bridgeman died, he w^as suc- 
ceeded by Lancelot, afterward** known as * Capa- 
bility’ Brow'n, who, beginning modestly, ulti- 
mately attained ^hc position of resident gardenei- 
m-chief. Under Brown, the ruralising of the 
place continued; and ihe opening ot effectue 
points of view, the planting out of unpicturesque 

^ in his original plans and drawjut's tor Sto ve 
w^rif still in existence. They had been engraved by Kigaud 
and Baton m 1739^ 



objects, the creatioi? ‘•of- hot^iprs ^Ui|i ^Mllocks, 
a^i^des aiid lake!>, were cairied tyste^i- 

aiically. T-astly, or rather ^concurrently, were 
^rectc4^Ui9$e characteHstic ‘fanes and temples’ 
spoken of by Walpole, fcndterlibg the spot, in 
the words of anotiter ohumicler, ‘ when.^beheld 
from a distance . . 1 tike J^^^spe^d 

with columns* obelisks,*' 
apparently emerge from a lu^fcjiriaot 
foliage/ 

In promoting these developments it is probable 
that Bncfgeman and Brown ‘wer# largely advised 
and aided by another eminent votary of the new 
methods m gardening, the mukifiinnis WdHam 
Ken:, who n, alno primarily responsible for most 
of the dispersed buildings, although it is not 
always easy to fix the exact date of their con- 
struction. But as Vanbrugh, to whom some 
ot them confessedly belong, died in 1726, and 
Klh’ himself In 1 748, it may Safely be concluded 
that the structu.es associated with their names 
arc contempoiaiy with Lord Cobham, as he, too, 
died in 1 749. The squat little Temple of Bacchus 
overlooking the lake, and decorated by the ‘altiV 
rilievi ’ of that elder Nollekcns whcif ^died from 
terror of the ’45 ; the Rotundo, with its dome 
and delicate Ionic columns ; and the two Boycott 
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paviIion%^ were certainly deigned by Vanbrugh, 
attiiough tbey uppear to have beoi hubdified in 
j^stmcthn . by the Signor Borra (sometime 
architect to the.King of Sardinia), who accom- 
panied * Palm;^ * Wood in his' Syrian rC- 
alprcbes* But the majority of the other Cobham 
erc^ii^^kms emanated from the fertile brain of Kent. 
Kent it was who planned the entrance Lodges, the 
artificial Ruins, the Hermitage, the Grotto; the 
temple of Venus, adorned appropriately with 
frescoes by Joseph Slat^ from Spenser’s ^Faene 
Quecne th^ temple of Ancient V irtue, equipped 
With full-length statues by Peter Scheemakers of 
Homer, Socrates, Lycurgus, and Epaminondas; 
and the temple of British Worthies. Othei build- 
ings were the temple of Friendship, consecrated 
to the somewhat variable ctwnpany of Lord Cob- 
ham’s friends, and including busts ofPitt, Chester- 
field, and Ijyttelron the monument to his 
nephew^ Captain Thomas Grenville, who died 
fighting tho, French under Anson in May 1 747, 
and the monument erected in 1^36 ^moribus ur- 

^ So f$0m A hamkt whicH Iwl be«n absorbed in 
tlie Stooire propels^. . 

* * The manbks ^ere usually designated by the labourers 
\vho showed the ghtdens ai file"** Bustesses of my lord’s 
aaiuaintantes"^^(* Stowe Catalogue,^ xitxii) 
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bams, ii:^t)(8dt8, of Wil!^ ®?ngr«vti 

Thjfs stood tm ah isla-nd in the Sur- 

iigML«(i^tc'il by a nibiksy }nspcctin| hhiS&Ilf m a 
mirror, anf'* ornamented wirfe ^dratnatk * sfccces- 
s«irK\^, rt was ontj of the leau^nfeappy of-.ftent’s 
pt t foimances, though it perhaps scarcely deserved 
rhr Condemnation of E<#:aulay, wno call$4t, in 
his iKist sledge-hammer manner, ^ the Ufidiest and 
nK)st absurd of the buildings at Sto^e/ The 
Latin quotation reminds us that all the aforesaid 
edifices wcte^kvishl) decorated with in- 

<^criptions j and that of those in English were 
by Sir George, afterwajds Lord Lyttelton, who 
was the son of LonhCobhajn’s sister, Chriaian* 
One of the lovopoems addressed by Lyttelton to 
that charming jLucy Fortescue; whom he after- 
w^JrcliJ* married, and beginning 

/ 

Fait Vfcnus, whose dehghthd Sbtine iurvejs 
Its front Aeflt'Ctrd iu the silver lake# 

was a direct invocation of the Stowe divinity. 

Lord Cobhattv* seems to have regarded the 
monument of Congreve as an adequate memoiia!, 
feu hp figured neithei in the temple of BritLh 
Worthies nor the temple of f riendship* But they 
were close friends nevertheless, although^ the 
records of their mtcarcourse apparently con- 
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fineJ to acoupW of enttiesmtht^ Jownatlo S^a.’ 
Irv 1 730 an unknown rhy^ncr composed^ &nd 
printed, a long and rather dreary ‘Epijle to Lord 
Viscount Cobhi^in Mesnory of his Fnend, the 
late Mr. Congr^ m which he says: 


Tb* tarly, and t«ee last bs taneful Brtath 
Addtest with grateful Notes— till stopt by Death; 


references being to Cong-eVe’s ‘ Art of Pjeas- 
Jto'jmd tO'hw imitation of Horaces ‘Epistle to 
one inscribed to Cobham early in Con- 
greve^ .career, the other composed not long before 
his death.- Johnson, whose attitude to Conpeve, 
if intelligible, is extremely unsympathetic, flatly 
condemns the ‘ Art of Pleasing.’ “It is founded,’ 
he says, ‘on a vujgar but perhaps impracticable 
principle, and the* staleness of the sense is not 
concealed by any novelty of iUustratioii or ele- 
gance of diction.’ But, even though it be no 
more than ap tmitatjoni there is surely aphoristic 
compactness in the couplet, , 

None are, foi being what they are, in fault, 

But for not being what tfiey wou’d be thought,— 


whtiSh has also the subordinate merit of illustrat- 
ing that m ei#leenth.j^ntbry pronunciation of 

‘ fault', to te found in Pope, Priot, and Gold- 



smith. Joh«sa«iin hf 
that Congt^t^ a^^fromll^ 
a fn4^morable co jplet. £vcli alS 
this is n^ borne out hjf *hoderj^^#jf^vri^f|es^i»y 
qi* stations; white the playW^^Pfe^ll^ nas^i^ 
4oWe<i the language with * Music bm ch^rma w 
soothe a savage breasv/ and tlm line as ^ixinrry^ 
irtg in haste ’ and ‘ repenting at leisure,* can afiord 
to' rest u|x)n his laurels as a crystaIJiT'/er of the 
‘wisdom of many,’ The epistle s8so refers to 
Cobham’^ as a critic, gifts to be presentljr 
illustrated in his coirc^pondence with Pope. But 
with the statement thatXUobham was a pall^bearcr 
at Congreve’s burial in Westminster Abbe),^ We 
have exhausted the record of their rel^^or^ 

The ‘Journal tO Stella,’ however, suggests 
name of Swift. Was Swift one of Stox’ve’s 
habitufe? He certainly knew Temple in xyrOt 
for he speaks of meeting him m October of that 
year at a ‘ blin^ t4?.vern,’ ^ where he was drinking 
bad punch wit*' Congieve and Dick Estcaurt the 
player. ‘Th^f knight [Temple] sent for six flasks 
of his own wine for me, and we itaid till twelve.’* 
Ten days later he is dining at Temple’s house 

^ Tins stems, to me^n no more than an qiis^ure house. 

* The custom of drinking one’s ovrn at ? tavern 
seems pecuHarj Hut thete are several references to it in 
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witS®^CongreV<! and Vanbrugh, Asr ^f^rdsi tbe 
lattqr he sajs^ ^ We vcecre very; civif «d cold/ 
^ich is perhaps be expected. It is hard to 
cordial to a critic who has hkened 
ont*^ architccttii^i efforts to a ‘gopse pie/^ as 
Swift ba 4 , a year or two before^ in those sar- 
castic lines Oh the house in Scotland Yard which 
Vanbrugh had thrown together for himself out 
of thb ruins of Whitehall Palace. What made 
matters worse that the Duchess of Mail- 
borough, for whom Vanbrugh was already build- 
ing Blenheim under difficulties, jiersivSteJ in 
teasing hun on the subject, which, says Swift, 
had made him angry, ‘though he be a good- 
natured fellow/ There is only one more refer- 
ence to Temple in ^hc ‘ Journal/ and after iy2j 
Swift never leturred to England. But of Cob- 
Jiam’s intercourse with Pope there aie further 
particulars, though oi i later date. In Pope’s last 

the ‘ Diary ^ (Ashtoa's ‘Social I ife an the Reign of Queen 
Anne, 1J7), Readers of ‘ Feudenms' may lemcmbti 
that, actordmg to Hi, Wagg, Lord Steyne was m the 
habit of * 5 >endjn§r hfs own wine to people with whom he 
^as in the habit o» dtnmg (ch. xxxv) 

At length thty in the Rubbish spy 
A Thing Veisembling a Goose Fy. 

^ * V anbrugh^S' House/ 1 70C. 



letter lO Swifrhc speak* of iBtnseJf # 
rambling iit^ the summer a m^nth 
Cobham’s^ the Path, or SBriid in a lelSter 

of I 735 ^ia 5 Caryll, we sume hint of the be- 
ginning of the friei^dship. 

Cobham ten yearSj^ Jte without wtitfn'g titiNse 

letters to him; and \< adds he estij^ms bim 
as much as any friend he'*'Kas, and that 
going to *>tay tlnoe w^cks wilb him, namely, at 
Stowe, which he did, meeting Lsfdy SuiWk ' 
From tUiOiner letter he had been ihere m the 
previous year; and earlier still he tells Martha 
Blount now h<* is diawn abput by an ancient 
horse, then used in rolling the gaidem, but which 
had once carried j^>nies Radcliffe, third Farl of 
Pcrwerti water, when he was made pn oner at 
Preston.® In 1 739 another letter informs her that 
lie IS staying at Stowe* en petit comitd’ with 
hady Cobham, and her relative, that Hei.tictta 
Jane Speed whos< charms and * hnc-|l^ttrac,' —to 
'>av nothing of £s^yOOO — seem, a few years after- 
wards, to had a transitory attraction for 
Gray* *Ali the mornings we breakfast and dis- 

* ‘Suffolk C^rwpondence,* 1S24, 1 15 

Proha.b!y an c4d tsftKjperVhorsc, for Cohham'*^ <li<igooas 
sfion to hav« \)^n at Pmnon {• J>jary ot C 

1864* 18S). ' 
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^er iJlmcr, and at^ night, music Md h^r» 
motiyt in the garden, fishing, no politics an4\no 
card^' nor much heading. This agrees exactly 
with me^ for the want of cards sends us early to 
bed/ As to the 'garden, it ‘ is beyond all descrip- 
tion.’ He is in it every hour but dinner and 
n^bt, and every hour envying himself the delight 
because hot partaken by his correspondent, who 
would ue it better, * Adieu,* he says at the close 
‘Jitm going ‘to the Elysian Fields [a part of the 
grounds], where I shall meet yOur idea’ — by 
which, no doubt, he means her Platonic archc- 
tyi>e. 

in the Epistle to Lord Burlington that satirizes 
the vacuous magnificence of ^Timon’s villa’ at 
Edgware, Pope, by contrast, sketches at once the 
rival beauties of Stowe, and lays down the.^|a^s 
of landscape gardening: 

To buildj to plant, whatever, jou intend. 

To rear the Colutrm, or the Arci* to bend, 

To swell the Terrace, or to sink the Grotj 
In all, let Nature nev?r be forgot. ^ ' 

But treat the Goddess hke fair, 

Nor oVet-dress, npr leave h«t' wholly bare, 

Let not nacii Beauty cv’iywher® be spy’d, 

Where Wf the Skill is decently to hide* 

He gaips all Poiilits, who pleasingly confounds, 
Surprises, vaiies Sfcnd obwceals^tbe Bounds. ' 
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Consult tht Geniat of,the PlA<re trt’ »*''* fj^ > 

Tliat teilb the Waters of to nse^^ fe'ij ^p. 

Or helps th* ambit. .ius Hi}I the heay^ns 
Or scoops in circling theaties the Vale; 

CrMi in tht Country, catches op’ttis^ 

Joins willing WoOf^s, and var.cs shades troin slutdest 
Now breiks, or ^o^^ directs, tV mtend'n^y Lnn^s, 

Paints .IS )m plant, anu, as )ou work, «lt*s<gns. 

Still iohow ^>Qse, of ev'ry Att the S<mi, 

Pnris answ ^hali slide mto a whoje, 

Spoiitant oui. beantieK all around advance^ 

Start tv’ft from Difficulty, sliike from Chance j ^ " 
Nature shah join you, Time shall make it grow , 

A Work to wonder at — perhj^ 3 a Sxowit. 

Two years later, in 1733, ^opt' inscribed to 
Cobham a special Epistle , ^ On the Knowledge 
and Chaiacters of Alen,* afterwards printed as 
the first of the Moral Essays; and to this relate 
^hc only two letters from Lord Cobham to the 
poet which have been pi 'served. In both, Cobham 
shows the critical faculty with which Congrtvc 
had credited him; and Pope seems to have acted 
on his Guggestions. *■ As I remember, when I saw 
the Broutlkm ” of this epistle/ writes Cobham, 

‘ it was petplexed ; you have now|made it the con- 
trary, and I think it is the clearest and the cleanest ^ 

^ This is dti odd word, and one almost, fancies that 
Ruffhead of Pope/ lySf, *75), vr^b first pimted 

these letters, mis-copicd. ^Cleanest,'’ in fhe sense of least . 
o 



Ei^teenlh-CefUury Sta^ 

fill you have wrote.* from a sentence in the 
seosnd letter tt would almost at)peaf that Pope’s 
ifamouf^ Oldfield ‘<^f>uplet8 (‘Odioub* in woollen! 
.ttwould a Saint provoke ! *) ^ weie .the result of a 
hint by Cobham that the poet should introduce 
old Lady dressing her silver locks with pink, 
and ordering het coffin to be lined with white 
quilted saitiii with gold fringes,’ But the most 
material lines are those m whicli, by an adro t 
transition from censure to compliment, Popdlto/i- 
cludes his iiDpe^iChment of the ^ruling passion 

Anti youi buivc Cobham, to the Ufest breath, 

Shall feci your ruling p*o»Mon fetrouji in dcarh 
bu<li m ihos' 'nomenr'i as in all the past, 

‘Oh, vivf my Coonti), Heav’nC sliaJI be /ooi lavf, 

'Whatever were the precise last words of 
, * 

ob)€Cii€>nab)c, fs imlaitefyi and the>e»se of ^clcareNl/ 
would bi i lutoh'^w.d Can Cobh j‘U l^avc written ^chnmsf * 
‘ it iijay be noted trat rh?. acrtiments hut'-J to 
Mr't OidficM an a ho of those of ‘Lady Biuinp- 

ton m fteek% ‘FVJierhl,^ a co'iiedy m \ihuh Mrs 
Oldfield Iwid lier-eif taken pait. Mr it ik Scvjgnt, 

wu» objt ctfd to ihe Pr^ venial method of bury^'ig wu i the 
hau dftsvi*!, aiivl ivjtu rh'^ iuldir« 4 ifi of 4 ‘hontangt^ or 

* Comotode/ w >ajd not agned with ‘ Ceb 

H^nt le pagamsm^-p fthcsaid (Faguef 8 ‘Sc^igneC p j 8 o») 
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WiHisun says P^ri 

^ ‘ ihii> was the <{pirit wh^ch dtelated thi-m.' ' 

Pitt, Chcsieiheld, a<id Lyttcltoh/it hs»<? beeni 
•>aidj v/trc ina atcs of Cobham*? temple of Friend- 
ship; and It i5i m\>babie that scMflne of the poet- 
tiequenitfs of Stowe, if they bjslonged 

to the 1 /ticcvter House ^laction,, or s|iared the 
prindpl s of the ^ Boy Patriorsf tolio*vcd in their 
tiain* James Hammond, who was one of the 
Prince o* Wale^' equernts, cetrainK visited at 
Stow<^> bincc ht died there ip June 1742. He 
rders %K*ciri<.aijy to the in one of his imita- 
tions ot T'ibuhus: 


T*> dehghiiul scenes I now jepan, 

in ^rt^JK to lose ihe gloom ol 


the being pusuniably that nnrequued 

passidn foi an obdurate Ncaera-l)eha(Mjs-» K’try 
Oashwuoii) which was supposed to haveshentened 
his life — cither metaphorically or actually. In 
either case, although he died young, dissolunon 
i|iust have been dilatory, since there are ten ) ears 
between the completion of his* ifiiserabiles elegos ’ 
and the date of hi'* consequent decease. Anpther 
guest and Leicester House adherent, iricntioued 
by Horace Walpole, was RicharddGlover, the 

^ ^ Globe C ^ Pope*/ p *3, n. , 
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fir'^t Jbooks of whose dee^-mouthed ^nd liberty- 
vfuiltnif epic of * Leonidas^ were inscribed to 
Ccdshrim j and whose opportune ballad of ‘ Ad- 
Hosiei’o Ghost' made Vernon's captuie 
of Porto Bello at once a whip for the Prime 
Minister 'ind a spur to the popular hatred of 
Spam. This latter peiforniance, indeed^ which 
survived the epic, and found its way into the 
second volume of Perc v\> ^ Reliqucs/ was actually 
composed at Stowe. 

Hannnond was tnc protege- of Chestci field, 
who prefaced Hb posthumous poems. But after 
Popt, the g;rcatLsi .e tht bo^wc minstrels was 
Thcimson, who.c parncuLu potion was J^vttelton 
Iti the earluT vci ions oi ‘ llie Svi.^ons’ there is 
no mention of Stowe; hut wlun, about 1743, 
the author was re\ ismg that work, he Jxot only 
inserted m 'Winter’ prt‘-sa.fcs lelatma tv>Chestei- 
licld and th< rccciu death ol H inr» ond, but 
added to ^Spiing’ a long dcscnpiion of Hagkv 
; Ly 11 elton s Woice .tM -,hirc home), and to' \u- 
tunin,’ a coTiespondino g}or*hcutK)!i of Stuwe, 
uiuched in reims vt luch imp.v pcrscmal acc^iiaiiu- 
ante both with hcruoK*' vud its inhabitants. 
' Oh ^ lead me,' he cxclamis to its garden gods, 

Oil I lead me to tiie wide tiUudul walks. 

The fair tnajesitc paiad sc ot Mowe 
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Not PersiaLii Gyrus on^oiu^v ihunt 
E’er saw such s} Ivan sccneaf S4ch V: 

By genius fired, such ardent geiii^' 

By ccol judicious art, that, in the J . 

All-'beauteous Nature fears to be ouidoi^^tlli^ ' 

References to the temple of Virtue/t^ 

FieWs, the ^enchanted i;ound' (SsrSgcifiaii’^s 
walk ?) all point to an ex{:^mental Igiowl^ge 
of tte locality, while theK%4H*Kpre9s rccord^of 
om with Pitt, and of 5ie 

magaeiisn* of the 

pathetic eloquence that moulds 
hi»Vf senate, charms, persuades, exalts, 
the indignant lightning throw*, 

Lkes corruption on her venal thronci 

Tifte closing lines, as is fitting, are devoted to 
ihe host: 



While thus we talk, and through Elysian yaks 
Delighted lOve, pethapji a sigh escapes * 

What puy, Cobhato I thou thy verdani files 
O* ordered trees shouJdst here uiglorlohs range, 
of squad’-ons flaming oVr the field, 

And long embattled hosts I *\hen tiie proud foe, 

The fa^thles^ vain disturber of mankind, 

Insulting Gaul, ha'- roused the world to wiufj 

keen, on^^e more, within their boun^ to press 
Those polish-jd robbers, those ambitious slaves, 

'The youth would hail thy wise command, 

Thy tempered ardour and thy veteran skill 
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In 1743 insulting Gatil * had been, pi was 
Sv>on to be, badly beaten by George J[I, at Det* 
tmgcn; and for Field-Marshal Lord CQ^bhani, at 
seVcnty-four years of age, although there* were 
still honours, there could be little of Jtrbbri- 
culture save t,be ‘hated cypresses* of an older 
hard than Ttiomsor^,^ Lord Cobhain died lu 
September 1749. Pope’s quatrain, 3nd part of 
his lines on' Stowe, were duly transferred the 
fliitecf column designed by James Gibb*^ to hi^ 
loidship’s memory, a column wbich not only 
testifies to his civil and military cxpb»!ts, but 
adds that ‘ clegantiori Hortorum cultu His pn- 
mum in illustrate Patriam ornavit/ This, 
sin mounted by a statue, was elected by Lady 
Cobhani, vho sm vmd Her husband until 
How long she continued tj live at SHnvi. is tuA 
stated, but in the days of GrayV ‘Long itorv,' 
she was domieii^'d at ihe Mafun House, Stoke 
Poyes, which had belongid to hei fidher, Edmond 
Habuy of Soutijwark. As Lo d Cohhatn had no 
i.mo, the eft ire oi Sti'we reveued Lis sister 
Hestu, widow t 4 ' Richard Grenville of \V..tton- 

' h.irtnr, nias < oh->, aihon.sn 

Tt f upre «tov 

Ulla brevum io.timum 

(• Hor 11, 14 ) 
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Underwood in Backs, ^wrliow^s prdr^tly 
Counters Tempic.^ She died in 17^2, andh 
succeeded by her '*ldest son^H charA Her only 
daughter^ also Hester, -became tSe wife of 
William Pitt the Elder, and her second son, 
George, was Prime Minister: to George JIL Q| 
the monument of another ^n, rhomaSj tfee 
heroic captain of the ^ Defiature,’ an accourt has 
already been given; and of the remainder of 
^mob of ip Walpole’s dterespe^ful 

w ords, nothing more need be said^ Earl Temple 
survived his Pcime Minister brother, but dying 
childless m 1779, Srowc passed to that brother’s 
eldest son George, vMfto later became Marquess 
of Buckingham and marnid Mary Nugent, the 
daughter of Goldsmith’s Lord Clare, by hi^ third 
wife. With the Marquess of Buckingham we 
f nter the nineteenth century, and cross the Imnti 
of our chronicle of Stowe. 

Whether Hester, Countess Temple, is respon- 
sible for any addition^ to the house 01 grounds, is 
not apparent.^ Her tenure of the place only l^istcd 
three years. Her son, Earl Temple, continued to 
carry oUt his uncle’b designs, several of wijich 
had been originally planned by Kent.. Such, for 
example, was the temple of Concord and Victoiy, 
an cxiict reproduction of tlie beautiful Roman 
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relic at; Ktmfes^lnWn popularly as tfce Maibon 
Carr^ef Cobhaix^^s c6py was completed in 1763,. 
when jt was niade to serve as a memento of the 
Eojgfish victories of the Seven Years’ War-^vic- 
toi^ which were profusely illustrated by appro- 
priate. medallions., Other buildings .were the 
Ladies’ temple, also devised by Kent and eventu- 
ally dedicated to Queen Charlotte 5 the Gothic 
temple; the PaJladian bridge, a reproduction of 
that of Inigo Jones at Wilton.; the Doric arch in 
honour of the Princess Amelia, and the memorials 
to Cook and Wolfe. The former, dated 1778, 
stood on an islet in the Grotto River; the latter 
was in the Park, and bore the motto from Virgil 
which Gladstone later applied to Arthur Hallam, 
‘ Ostcudunt terns hunc tantum Fata.’ To the 
matter-of-fact reader, it may seem that the place 
.must have looked a Urtle like an over-monumented 
cemetery; and indeed something of the kind is 
hinted by Horace Walpole, when, perhaps re- 
membering the Greek aphorism, he said para- 
doxically in 175^^ tbat^halLas many buildings, 
I believe, would be too many; but such a pro- 
fusion gives inexpressible richness.’ A later 
visitor, Mr|**Lybbe Powys, speaking m i 775 > 
less ambiguous : ‘ The buildijgrgs pre writes] used, 
I know, to, be thought too numerous, but m such 



ancJctent J 6 <r^ thj|ik even thUj ;^(1 th^ fin^ 
plantations txoyf^ to ob$vure tAeni 

i^roperly, must^d mfsAitelf to mlnj^'pictutescjtie 
views of poVticoeSt tetnpi^, &c., wAich when 
originally were exposM at once, wiffi perhaps tlfre*? 
or four more seen from the same point, must have 
had a very diffcrtSfnt and crowded eflfijctl^ In re^ 
gaid to ‘cxti nc/ it must be explained hat Stowe 
was larger than Kew Gardens by mote thatn otie 
hundred acres j and. rs .^rs. Lybbe Powys ifotenf, 
the circuit of the groups was e-mile walk.’ 
Even Walpole allows that ^he vastness pleased 
him more than he could defend.^ ^ 

He had been at Stowe on several occasions 
between 1753 a^d 1785, evidently ,with rnix«d 
feelings of interest in the spot and distaste for its 
owner — to say nothing of his own mutability of 
(emperament. Naturally he was on the side of 
the landscapists, though he ridiculed the pre- 
mature commemoration of living notabilities. ‘ I 
will nbt/ he writes, ^ place an ossuarium in my 

^ M. Pierre-Jean of * Londrts^' who apparently 

went to Stowe in 1765 on the mritatioh of Lord Teinpl<?, 
mentions in his account one or two objects omitted ili tbfe 
alK)ve itst» as Vanbrugh's pj^ratnid, the fountain lof HelicoifiC 
etc. At tins date the Rotundo was occupied by a statue 
of Venus, and not* as later^ by one of Bacchus (^771, ni> 
pp. 4^1-502). 


20%^ ' MighUenth-Cmtufy St^m 

\ ^ 

garden to tny cat, before her bonesf are placed m 
it*~a palpable hit at certain .significant changes 
in the tenants of the temple of Friendship. But 
forr^many of the buildings he had a* genuine *id- 
mi?!ation. The temple of Ancient Virtue he calls 
^glonous/ ^This,* he says, openly worship/ 
And, as might he expected from the Abbot of 
Strawberry, he was enraptured with the Gothic 
‘pastiche/ parccl-Gothic though it were. ‘Jiithe 
heretical corner of my heart I adore the Gotliic 
building, which by some uiuisiu! ui^^piiatiou 
Gibbs has made pure md beautiful and ven..‘rable. 
The style has a p^’cnensity to the V’cnetLui ^>r 
mosque Gothic, and the great rokimn near it 
[presumably the Cobliam pllki, fiom which you 
rould sec into lour <cuntic«j makcb tht whole 
put one m mind ol rhi Pkee oi bt M-»rk.’ Tiut 
his best account ot Stowe 's contained in the 
lettn to Montagu rctcricd to at the outset of this 
pape 2, written when he went with the Princess 
Amelia to vNit Lord Temple, 

The paitv consl^red of Htr Poyal Hi^thncss, 
an aficblc and tr.lkauve ‘ grande dame/ theii. m 
her si’<tic*h pMrj two of her kdies-in-^w^ainn/, 
Lady Ann Howard and Mrj Middleton; that 
pragmatic ‘poscusc'‘ arul royalty-hunter, Lady 
Mary Coke, Lord Be^sborough, and Walpole. 
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Some of their. diversipps have a re?dy beft de- 
scribed, But the itiaiu object of the expedition 
must h^ve been to renei#^ the Princess's irquaaal- 
anc*“ with the Doric Arch uhich specially con- 
rrrned her Wjlpok’s picture of this is m his 
best manner' ^The chief entertainment of the 
week^ at what was so to the PniH e&s, iS an 
aich, which Lord Temple has, elected to her 
honoui in the mo-^t enchanting of all pirtuicsque 
scenes. It is inscribed on one side AmcI tab 
S oPHiAB Auc, I MoCcrxviiV' and has a m< dal- 
licn of he* on othei. it is placed Oii an emi- 
nence at the top of the Lly'Uin Fields, in a gro\/c 
of orange-trees You come to it rn a sudden, 
.uvl are stnrled with dc!i ht on lotd ini, cl»r. ugh 
you at wnce see, through a alade, the nvu-t 
Auidiiig rhe bc*ttom, from w'hich a th'ckci 
rises, arched o^ or trees, but t.pcned, am chs- 

covenng a I dlock. fuh of hay-cocks, beyond which 
u front is the Palhdian biidgc, md again over 
. It a iargci iidl crowvicd Wi^'h the c.. >tlc [of 
>itowe]. It is a tidl lindscupc framed hy the arch 
,*fd the over-boweiUxg trees, and ro.nprt bending 
inou beauties of light, shade, and building., than 
*01) pirture of Albario I ever s<iw. ' ^ 

^ Hetw^cn the ftat'ery and the prospect, ’ he 
^ Toynbee’'** ‘ Walpo’c’s JLeticjr,’ vii, X9041 393 
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gpe^ on, ^ the Princess really m Elysium \ 
she visited ^er arch' four or five times every day, 
and could not satiate hersdf with it* The statues 
of Apollo and the Muses stand On each side. 
And then follows one of Walpole’s verse tributes 
to the great lady’s gratification. A week later 
comcb the reverse ot the medal. He is fe* ling 
twinges oi* gout and hia lelro-^pect is losing us 
rose-colour. *■ I am come back very Lmie [hr 
tfdls ijord St! afford], and not at all wnth the 
bloom that one ought to have imported from the 
Elysian Fields. , , . It made me laugh as "wc 

wcie descending the urcat flight of ^^teps from 
the house to go and sap in tlie g?ono on the 
banks of Helicon; we wore so cloaiccd up, for 
the eveniiig w'as v'c»y ‘ old, and so many of uS 
•* were bin ping and hobbbng/ that Charon would 
h*ive Libi\\ beio. ved we wt e going to ferry over 
m carnen ’ 

Three days itner he is in bed, reposing nor 

* Lh ^■vlicrc ii 'My&. ‘ Vh^ » is h < ». 

, tin ss vpr> lame, I .mi a nns^iabk v aikf ^ 

tmi (he Pihut*.!!-, cbcny/i 39 str^ug as> a Bni'i^wu ik.ii 
maJsf‘s no fjgMtt’ in ^oirg J own £hy ftont ''tans Lxci 
Lady AnU'— and bycojurre<?v Lady A'arv, vv( men* nujit 
of us youiig eaongli i<*r a pasforai.' (Toynbee's * Wai 
pole’s Lfiteu/ vii, 190.^., 39*, ) 
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* under his laurels/ blit ‘ his ovt i tester,* alfi) re* 
fleeting ruci ufl}^ Uiaj he ?»hou!d die dPdIktigiie if 
he were *4o be Poloniiss to a Print ess^'*' another 
week. Twice a day we made a pilgrimage, to 
almost tvory heathen tcmfdjJj in that proTtnbe 
tj^t they call a gardf*it^ and theie is no sallying 
out of the house without descending ^ flight of 
steps as h’gh as St. Paul's, . . ^ To crown all, be- 
• oausc we live under the Hoe, and that we were 
all of us guidy young creatures, of near threescore, 
we suHpwi in a grotto in the Elysian Fields, and 
were refreshed wuh nvers of dew and gentle 
showers that dripped from all the trees. . . . Nor 
but,, to say the trudi, our pagan landlord and 
landlady were very iibliging, and the party went 
off much better than I expected.’ If, as hr 
he had no delight i m the Seigneur Tempk/ he 
liked Lady Tetpple; and had already primed 
some ot Ik r poems at the ' Offirina Arbuteana.’ ' 

The ‘flight of steps/ here twice mentioned, 
•serves to conduct Us at last from Stowe Gardens 
to Stowe House, To be precise, there were not 
fifty steps, as Walpole says, but thirty-one, and 
they were flanked lit the base bv pedestals bear mg 
iionb copied from those in the Villa Medici at 

' • by Anna Chamber, Coantess Stra^r* 

Wry Hjll, 1/64. 



R4teie. Thence they ascended to a portico or 
loggia of six lofty Corinthian pillaffe supporting a 
|iediment. To left and right of this central 
|)prnon extended colonnades^ ending in pavilion 
wings, the whole presenting a magnificent front- 
age of more than nine hundred feet, freely decor- 
ated with cxjluinns, statues, and medallions. This 
i» the aspect which the soutb-ea«it or gaiden front 
presents in Thomas Mcdland^ pimt of 1797 ; 
and m general, it differs little from modern photo- 
graphs, The nofth-wc‘»t view, or^park facade, is 
less impicssive. Theie is a second portico with 
four Ionic cohunns and a shorter flight of steps; 
and from this sweep out two circular colonnades, 
enclosing a wide gravelled ."pate. The const) uc- 
tion of the entire building must have extended 
ovci a long period. The middle part was probably 
built first; a conjecture supported by Ceha 
Fienms, wl>o, wiitiru^ under Wilihmi and Mary, 
speaks of go’ng from rhornion to see the new 
house of ‘ Rich** TVmple.’ i I'his was the first 
of that name. Sit RuhArd Temple, the second 
(Lord Cob’ .nu), i.* ' nd have rebuilt the fa^iade, 
and added, ot *s tu, the wings* The original 
aichitcct IS nowhere distinctly named — most 
likely it was Vanbrugh. Throughout the entire 
^ ‘Through England on a Side Saddle/ 188S, 2 %, 



eighteenth ccntnry one hears of cor' Inual ad 
and alterations, or ^J^c completion of 
When Mrs. Lybbe Powys visited thc’^^place" in 
1775, reconstruction was stil! going ofi, and the 
house was surrounded by scaftolding* This v^' 
in Earl Tempk’$ day; and further changes were 
made by die Marquess of Buckingham. Writing 
ten .years latiT to Conway, Walpole contmues to 
criticise fresh dev elopnie/frs^ and to comment on 
modifications in the ^vings, * 

To the attentive student of the excellent plan 
and views wlucf are cont u ‘ . d m Seeley’s charm- 
ing Itvlc quarto of 1797, dedicated floridly to 
Geoige Grenvdle Nugent Temple, Marqutss of 
Buckingham, the first thought will probab*/ be 

‘ Thanks crltd I, ‘ ’tis very fine, 

But d'yti oleej'. or where d’ye dmc ^ 

I fin i tty all yov' ha^ i been telling, 

Tha. 'os 9 houx but not a dwelling ' 

Swift’s bitUig lines on Blenheim certainly apply 
in a sense fo Stowe, as they do to other eighteenth- 
centurv mansions. Spacious ^ looms of state’ 
abound ; but the living accommodation is starved 
proportionately. All rdong the garden front arc 
.abt reception chambers. To left and nght of the 
great oval saloon enteit d from the poitico, with 
Its splendid processional frieze, its choice statues^ 




ifpi Bt^hteenth-CmtUr^^ff^e 

»nd fts Carrara marble pavement, the$e apartments 
*0pen into each other to ^he farthest extremity of 
the wings; while on the northern side is a hall 
corresponding to the portico, and decorated by 
Rent with a ceiling which celebrates the martial 
exploits of Lord Cobham There is a chapel 
wainscoted V ith ccdai caived hy GrinimgGibbons, 
and having a roof to match that of the Royal 
Chapel at St. James’s; there are a library and 
ante^library filled with more than ten tljpusand 
volumes, chiefly collected by the Marquess of 
Buckingham, there is a * Grenville Room ’ ‘ 
crowded with family portrairs, some of them by 
Rtynolds and Kneller, othu*s by that dcvti 
amateur, the Marchioness, The great billiard 
room IS filled with miscellaneous pni traits, Van 
Dycks and Lelys and Gamsboroughs In the 
dming and d? awing lootn an<: state clott are 
famous EcinWandts am] Ruhcus'’s, Claudes and 
PousMHS, i'rians uud Lennardos, DUreis and 
Meizus ia oUiei arc Gobelin tapestrK^s 

— trumipli^ of Jbattbus and Ccies, triumphs of 
the Allies in the Low Countries undei Marl- 
borough: and eveiy where there are busts, and 

^ Soeicy h lu c omH ot 1797 h be foUowtd In tht Stowe 
auction t’jitaloguc df 1848 the rooms dU difftrrM'y 114*1..,! 
and disposed. 
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bronzc'>, and vaseSf and tables in ve^e an^co ’ ; 
sphinxes and sarcophagi? chesfts ^nlaid with mother 
of pearl and cunningly carved chimney-pieces; 
lustres and pier glasses ; green damadt: and crimson 
velvet; ‘china and old Japan infinite.’ 

Siith was ‘ eighteer.**h-cenmiy Stov<(^" Seen 
through the finc' Coririhian arch at the north 
end of the tv^ o-mile avenue leading from Bucking- 
ham^ the garden-front still presents to the latter- 
day spectator much the same aspect as it presented 
to his pred».cessor of a hundred years ago. But 
luost of rhe valuable cruitLOts of the house enumer- 
ated alv'VLj together with other treasurer* ad dr d by 
latei owners, were dispeised in tlie time {»f the 
second Duke of Buckint^Jum and Chandos, at 
chc ;rrcar sale of 1848, which lasted tort) days, 
and realized rnon , thaii se\enty-fivc thousand 
rounds.^ After the death of the thi d ami l^tst 
Puke, '‘Stowe House wts leased to the Comte de 
[hi iS, wiio died there m September 1894. It be*- 
Ion s at present to the last Duke’s daughter, the 
eighth Baroness Kinb^s* 

’ -Stowi. Citaioguf,’ })\ H R, Fofstf’r, 1845^, Tht 
Libraty Maiumripts nid s^.irauly in 1^49. 
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ROBERT LLOYD 

O N the afternoon of T uesday, 24th May 1763, 
Boswell, for whose praisewouhy particu- 
larity we can never he sufficiently thankful, paid 
his .first formal visit to Dr. Johnson at his 
Chambers in Inner Temple Lane. The incidents 
of thus interview, which followed hard upon 
Bosvvcirs presc ntation to his new friend m Dav'ies’ 
back-parlour, are sufficiently familiar. But as a 
preparatory ‘ wind-up’ (in the sense ot tne elder 
W»Jler) to the altitude of the more important 
business to come, Boswell bad taken the pie- 
caution of spending the mornng m the stimulate 
mg socitty of a Intle company of wits—* ‘Mes- 
sieurs Tboriiion, Wilkes, Churchill und IJoyd.’ 
IV, Ikes, st|U’ntmg portrait, sketched by 

Mogarrh m Westminster Hall, was at tins date 
only a few days' old m the piint sliops; anvl 
Chuichill, juobably a^eady meditating his retn- 
butory Epistle to the pamter — rt'quirc no intro- 
duction, Bonncil Thornton, late of the ‘Con- 
noisseur,’ was speedily to delight the visitors to 
Kanelagh with his burlesque of the Antient 
2%o 
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British Musick — that^^Odc Caecifi^^ 

Day/ this Jews* harp and, *5alt^ibox4acc0mpalii- 
ir»ent to which so hugeiy tickled the unmusical 
ear of Johnson. The fourth ot thd group, Roh^id 
Lloyd, the editcir of the ^ St. James*s Magazine,* 
is less known. His br<^f careef^ soon to ^nd pte^ 
maturely in the Fleet prison, "needs no Trusier to 
moralizt its message. But his fate, de*ierveti or 
undeserved, conveniently illustrates that lament* 
able ‘ Case of Authors by Profession or Tirade * 
which, not many yeai s earlier. Fielding’s colleague, 
James R ilph, had submitted to the consideration 
of in indifferent public.^ 

Lloyd’s father. Dr. Pitrson Lloyd, ^vhom 
Southey describes not only as ^a humourist/ but 
fis " A kind-hearted, cqual-raindcd, generous, good 
man/ occupied ho.aourably for some seven and 
f jfty years the posts of usher and second master 
u St. Pctcr*£ College, Westminster, otherwise 
Wc stminstjerV&jfool, His son, Robert/' born in 
^ 733 ? adnritted as a Queen’s scholar in 1 746, 
being then thirteen. A«r|o|ig his ^contemporaries 
wci e William Cowper, Charles Churchill, George 
Col man the Elder, Richard Cumberland, Warren 

* Ralph's arguments weie, in many res^cc*t&, subst* 
qwently €nforc^4 by Goldmith^s * Enqmiy into the Present 
State of Polite learning in Etirope,’ 



6 {tit form usher wsis that de- 
lightful, irrcsponjfble, stud indokne Vincent 
Bouine, so mahjr of whose ‘Poematk/ human 
and modern through all their elegant Latin ity, 
Cowper, fondly ranking his old master with 
Tibullus and Ovid, was afterward^ to render into 
excellent English. Young Lloyd had marked 
abilities; and speedily became a more than respect- 
able clabsical scholar. In 1751, he was captain of 
the school; and figured at the head of those elected 
to Trinity Collcgd, Cambudge. Of his univei»ity 
studies, there js little record; and his life, rcrnolc 
from the parental eye, is sai^ to have been ex- 


travagant and Mrregular.’ But be had already 
shown a bias towards verse. As early as 1751 he 
had written a Ipng poem in die Spenserian stan^ta!, 
entitled heTfogress of Envy, ’doling allegoric- 
ally with Lauder^s attack 00 the originality of 
Milton ; and he must also have acquired some 
precodous repumion as an exceptionally fluent 
ver&ifier, since, in l754,Cowper addressed to him 
an Epistle in »)*Srhich, hihiself writing in octo- 
syllabics, he* hails his old schoolfellow as 



$ote 

Of Mat Prior’i C4^y jingle 5 

and even goc^ os far as to give hitri iJiip praise^ sf 
* not of superior hnish, f 'least of supeitior facility.^ 
^ While Lloyd wa*» htill at Trinit)% l*horrton 
af‘d Colman c''tablished the weekly papeu known 
as the ^ CoJVioisseur,’ one of the brightest and 
most enterfainmg the mid-century Kssayi&ts, 
Not many ot its asionaJ wi Jters arc now known, 
but Cciwpcf certainly assisted, and did Lloyd. 
Lloyd’s fijst attempt, in 1 755, vv«s an Epistle 
to .1 fnnid ‘about to publish a Volume ot Mss- 
tc^Unies,^ :n which, as intioducfory to some 
< oHoquial chaiacVtPZ.ition of the leading models 
and a prcadoxirai commend it ion ai Hawkins 
Hiowiu‘\ ‘P'pc ot Tolucco/ he wains hss corre- 
' [tondent not to let his \ erse, 

' Lloyd vas st'ttsible » uowgb to dnrUim ibt^ tpoinendiy 
«!.n' ndil(.*n H* knew be hnd not, a*' [obnson ol 
Bt'r ir and P.tor, fbe < bunion’ ot ht( ^aodei, anti nc 
t( mKiy Ruo'^nj/e* tht ba<t iij ^ later epifedc on ‘Rb-one' 

* Here, by the wjy oi critT sample, 

1 give the prcfi r»t and example. 

Four feet, you Know, m ev'ry ime 1 
Paioa^‘ mcas>tre, and is mine, 

Yet Taste wou’d ne^er foigivt the crime 
l‘i> talk of mine vith Prior^s rhyim * 
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as vmj now goes, 

Be a strange kind of measuHd’prose; 

Nor let youi prose, which sure ib worse, 

Wsint nought but measure to be verse 
Wnte from your otvu imagination, 

^Noi cuib yoiiT Muse b) Imitation, 

. Foi copies shew, howe’er e^prest, 

A biriett gchiiis at the best. 

Another piec e plead« urgently for some revolt 
against the depiessing domination of the pedantic 
duHard. Not that its wutei despises the gieat 
legislators of Parnassus * 

Although Lunginut luii-motith'd ’ prose 
With all th(. fort' of nnis glo\^ '*} 

‘ Though pulgmtnt, m Qu ntihai ^ pag*.. 

Holds forth her lamp for tv ly age, 

Yet HypercrUtfs I disdain, 

A race of blockhead? du and vum, 

And H? all those • mpi) fouK, 

Who.4rarnp a gemi s with end rules. 

And what tlit.' nirron snenct mocks 
Damn with the uam^ of HefVodox 

TwOof hib remaining contubutions are fables; 
anrl there ib au imitaiion of a Vauxhall song 
which eftccnveiv reproduces what Mrs, Riot m 

' In 125 4)f the * Cmmoisseur ’ (^Bntish Chtssicks,’ 
1788, vol. vj), quamtly enough, this is printed ‘foui- 
mouthedd 



Garrick’s <Lctb€* would pall tU^y^ry Qdinc«f- 
tcnce and^mptity" of of «rt. 

The last paper has.a prosje intrcriterriojf*, dated 
from 'Trin. Coll. Can., June 6 £^ 7 S^]»’ 
contains a passage which may perhaps bo^egarcksd 
as autobiographical. Speaking of the Abuse of 
Words, the writer says- myself, Sir,^ griev- 
ously suspected of being bett^ acquainted with 
Homer and Vifgi) than Euclid or Saunderson {the 
blind Professor of Oiathematics]; and am univers- 
ally agreed to be ruined^ for having concerned my- 
self with Hexameter and Fen^metcr more than 
Diametcr.’|Jrom which^ whatever significance 
be attached To the word ‘ ruined,’ it may fairly be 
mferted that he shared with some greater men 
their distaste for mathematics. , And if we are to 
believe Cowper, t^ere had been too much ciassicij 
and mathematics at Westminster, and too little 
religious ui^truction. ^ 

When, in September 1756, ‘^Mr. Town ’ of the 
^ Connoisseur ’ bade farewell to his public, be made 
due acknowledgment of the assistance he had re- 
ceived from bis Cambridge contributor. Accord- 
ing to Welch’s < Alumni Wesimviiaatericnsca,’ 
Lloyd ‘ took the two degrees id Arts in 1755 and 
1758*’ But, apart from his literary pursuits, d^is 
university * careei, as we have said, had 
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unsatisfactory, and there was little likelihood of his 
obtaining a fellowship. To bring hiefi once more 
under domestic supervision, his father, now second 
master, obtained for him the post of usher at his 
old schopl, a post for which, as far as scholarship 
wa^ concerned, he was, naturall), abundantly 
qualified. That the deadening drudgery of the 
life would not appeal to him, may perhaps be 
anticipated; and one remembers the heartfelt out- 
bursts rof Goldsmith on this particuint topic.^ ia 
Lloyd’s ^Author’s Apology,’ aftciwards printed 
at the head of his collected poems, he dwells 
bitterly on hi'^ memories; 

— Were I once iinpovvcr’d t6 v 
My utniu&t vengeance on my tai.^ 

I'o punish With exOcmtst ugoui, 

J todkl invent no ptudme 
I'han usm^7 him t", le.u'iing^b tool 
rp raake him U‘h ot i ?<bool, 

the lutx', or whieJi oilke, Iv 

, b *' bth* 

Th^ lovf oi letters ^ i V'lt, 

Beuti iU->( ard tne ink ^ iir 
What*' Hf to Ta^te^ o* to 


' ‘Bee/ I7S9» No vi, ‘Vicar of Wcdotitkl/ J/66, 
ch. XX. 
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f '' 

For me^ it hurts me to the sc* ^ 

To ^olt cvnitfteilleiit or^ontroul; 

Still to be pimon*d down to teach , , 

T‘ie syntax and the parts ot speech ^ 

Or, whAi pcrbapl is drudging worse, 

The links, and joints, and rules of verse^ 

To deal 6af autho ^ by retale 
Like pen ny 4 |jot# o* Ojt}lts4 ale, 

— Oh * 'Tis a ser-jce irksonne more 
Than £ugg|jpg at the slavish oar. 

y wt such Aif task, a diittwl truth, 

Who watches oV^ the bent oi youth , 

And while, a paltry '^tipetid cartiing, 

He sows the riciiest seeds of learning, 

And tills t/iar m>ads wdth proper care, 

And sees them their due |>rodiice bcar,^ 

No jo)s, alas ’ hts toil beguile, 

His onxjji Uc * fallow all the while* * 

*> 

He admits that, before him, Both Samuel Wesley 
iXiiii Vincent Bourne had contrived to double the 
p*:rts of usher and author; but pleads his in- 
ca|xicity to do likewise. Consequently, it was not 
long before he resigned, his position; anfd, to Ins 
prudent father’s distress, threw himself on letters 
for a livelihood. 

Granted Ins aversion from the caJhng which 
had been thrust upon him, it must be confessed 
that his desire to essay a more congenial, if more 
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hasurdous career, was not unintelligible. He bad 
many friends in the writing wofldv Already, at 
Cambridge, he must have become a member of 
the select little * Nonsense Club * of old West- 
^minsters which met weekly for liferary purposes 
combined with conviviality* Of &ese, Cowper, 
who by this time had been called to the Bar, was 
one. Another wis Cowper’s lifelong friend, Joseph 
Hili, that ^ honest man, close-button *d to the chin, 
Broad-cloth without, and a warm heart within/ 
of whom he subsequently wrote,^ Then there 
were Bonnell Thornton and Colman, for whom 
he woiked on the ‘Connoisseur/ and Btnsley, to 
wiiom from Cambridge he had addressed two 
epistles. From one of these Jt is cleai that even 
ifi 1757/he had no illusions as to the tradu ton. vl 
perds of a literary Hfc' 


Vou say I hhuuM gtt I doubt it 

Perhaps I am as welt vvjthout it 
Fdr the worfJi of mpty praise? 

What po**t ever dinM on hays ? 

Foi tiiouga the Lauiei, rartMt wonder t 


^ HiUJs D^marned sisteis, Theodo'sia and h nmcf'R, 
as the ‘ Modern Antiques ’of Mm Mittoid’s ' Our Village ’ 
Atcordttigto Southey, they Vi^ere inveterate sightseers, and 
supplied m iliuairativf note to Goidszhith’s 'E-shays’ by 
sitting Up all night for the Coronation of George IH 



May •civen fjrom the strok of ||iui3der« * ^ 
T^'ja mind I ever^va% ajld a»i 
It IS no antidote tu famine. 

/ind poeta live on alcjider fa‘w, 

Who^ iiJcc Camcleon , teed oa aii*, 

^t»c\ 3 t we^ to gam an empty breathy 
' Vilhkk only hert^fc them a^er death. > 

It / p^Siblc that the Epistk from which 
the&e lines are taken — lines the ti uth of which their 
writer was later to illustrate in his own person— 
was one of the Thui&day contributions to the pro- 
ceedings of the N<;nsense Club.’ But the only 
other pieces traditionally connected with it which 
survive, have a different origin. In August 1757, 
Walpole had * snatched’ fiom Dodsley, as the 
hr.t-fruits of the pnvatc press at Strawbeiry Hill, 
^fwo amazing Od^^’ by Gray, subsequently eu- 
inled ^ The Progress of Poesy’ and ‘I'he Bard.’ 
' "I'hey aie Gieek they are Pmdaric, they are 
sublime^’ W’Otc the enraptured Horace to his 
corespondent Mann; but ‘consequently,’ he 
added, ‘I Fear a little obscure’ — an obscurity 
which, at first, Giay* loftily refftsed to dispel. 
Under pressure, he appended four short notes to 
‘The Baid’; but declared he Woqld not have 
put another for ‘ail the owls in J#ondibn.’ His 
e| ’graph, ^pmavru ruvs'toio'i ’ — vocal to the mtelli- 
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gent'— was, he insisted,^ ‘ both his Motto and 
Comment/ This being so, it is jperhaps not un- 
reasonable that the perplexed recipients of a dark 
sajing sliould compjam tJiat it was hard to com- 
prehend ; and the first readers of the Odes, Gold- 
smith among the rest, undoubtedly 9^ complained. 
In 1760, following the ^ Critical Review’ by fill- 
ing up Gray^s motto with a qualifying clause 
wh^h he had purposely withheld/ namely — ^ but, 
for the generality, requiring interpreters/ Lloyd 
and Colman set themselves ligbt-hc*'’n:cdiy to 
burlesque ‘ The Progress of Poesy ' by an ** Ode 
to Ob cun and Mason’s ‘Ode to Memory’ 
an ‘Ode to K >bliv'ion/ The fojmer is Kon^*- 
attnbuteci to Colman; t^c laUer to Lloyd, 
but on either mJc they Witc both .tdmirtedly 
‘written ui concert.* Here v the fo^t irophe of 
the ‘Ode (.0 Obscui'tyL 

Daxiphtti ot Ciiao' and old Nighty 
%Tn>f, all hai! * 

That wmpf w gloom canM 

Ana oiiadox\cst meaning with thy dusky vt li’ 

‘ In 176s, \s ben James Dodsley reprinted Gray’s pot»n .. 
the authpi at l ist condescended, wiih subacid contntjof., 
to avdd some explanator) notes, which include an analysis 
td < The Progress of Poesy ’ He also, in the circumstances, 
♦ omplefed original epigraph, the latter clause being 
then lelexant 
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What Poet sings, and slakes t le stfUigs* 

It was the inigh^jr ^he&an sp|t:e, 

Aje frorxi tlie <?yipr4ivbg Jjyr^ 
magic ncind e!icus fire. 

Heard ye the din of Modeyrn Rhfiners blray ? 

It wa^ vm 6 \ M[er^e]n or warm 0[ r]y 
involvV .1 utold smokj 

At this date it is needless t<? quote more. T!"|te 
parodies are certainly clev^erj they successftilly 
rcpjT'oduqefame of the poet's pecuharitiesS, a% foi 
instanccj hr liking for compound epithets^ and 
they could only liavh bec ' written by scholars. 
But Gray's unnvallt^d Pindarfc Odes are stJH 
babbled by schoolbo}’’s extiemis vicis,’ while 
the canciitures of Lloyd and Colraan, nc^ith- 
‘.tanduig Soutficj/N hintausne proposal that they 
>4^1 form a faandiapr appendix to then models^ 
have now to be for m charitable anthologies. 

Meanwhile, It is interesting to note wiiJh^what 
an ersity of wdcon"e they were received by Gray*s 
vontemfomri s. To Warbi rton they were but 
tnncrable buffoonery} to Walpole (friend of both 
( uay and Mason) ^ trash, spirted from the kennel/ 
On the othef hand, Johnson, who preferred Gn^y's 
h[e*to his Muse^ would have agreed with Southey. 
‘ \ considerable part * of the ^ Ode tcf Obscurity ' 
might, he declared, ‘ be numbered among those 
Parities which no man has twice attained/ It 



■ iidkre V 

, ' ' 'I . 

was the better of the two, he told Boswell on 
another occasion 5 but thej were both good, ‘They 
exposed a very bad k^d'<jF writing/ As for Adam 
Smith’s ‘canard/ that Gray was so much hurt 
‘that he never afterwards attempted any consider*- 
able work/ the latter ^sertion is obviou|[>ly in- 
ocarrectiiyhile the fbrnierii not supported by Array’s 
correspondence. Where Gray understands his 
assailant/ he agrees th^^ll^ Assailant ‘ makes very 
tolcrAble^ fun with him/ though he thinks there 
ia^more anger with Mason (to whom he is writ- 
ing). Elsewhere he says of Colman, then the 
reputed sole author, ‘I believe his Odes sell no 
more than mine did, for I saw a heap of them he 
tn‘ a Bookseller’s window, w’^ho recommended 
them to me as a very pretty thmg/^ It is only fair 
to add that Colman and L|oyd afterwards yery 
frankly recanted to Joseph Wartoit; and that one 
of Lloyd’s most ambitious Latin imitations was 
a version of the ^ Elegy/ He also specially refers 
to Gray m his, Epistle to Churchill: 


What Muse like Ga Air’s isbali pieastag'pedilive flow, 

Attempej^d sweetly ‘to the rustic 

'pr i^ho Hkt hltti shall the Thefen lyre, 


And,' m rus master, pour forth thougM^ fire> 

When the ‘ ^^sei»?>Ci«b ' was first estab^ 
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psmaa 
year or two 
the 'burlesqug 
b^jfbre, Lloyd 
dress to |k>hAelt 
poem, ‘The Actor,* an 
^'Oendeman’s Magazine ’ ^rttusd that Potitxy 
would Juvc pleased, even 'without the Sentiment, 
aud the benttment without the^etry.’ i*” 
truth, the most serious of Lloyd’s e^tts. Its 
heroics, for he desenji on this occaidon his usual 
octo-byllabios, ate neatly wrought; it wisely 
avoids the criticism of living people by name, 
paying only careful compliments to Garrick ; and 
If lays its finger upon several obvious stage errors. 
In action it upholds'^ nature as opposed to tradi- 
tion; puis (with the late M. Coquelin) the 
modulation of the voice be^tp easepssive gesture, 
and condeijins t^ose popular starts aiW attitudes 
which Goldsmith^ had just been ridiculing in his 
‘ Chinese XietteEs/ ' Further, it deplores the * vile 
srage-Oustom’ which ‘ drags private foible-, on the 
public scene,’ a palpable hit at Foote, and cen- 
sures generally over-acting, tncks of dress, 
*' ‘, 1 ’aUic Ltdgcr,' Much ai, 17^0. 
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^^hosts, and the absurd entertain of pan- 
toitltme, finally^ it takes leave with a graceful 
lament over the perishable character of the his- 
Ixionic art : 

Yet, hapless Artist! tho’ thy skill can raise 
The bursting peal of universal praise, « 

Tho’ at thy beck Applau^f* delighted stands, 

And lifts Bnareus-likc, her himdjed hands, 

Know, Fame awards thet but a partial brestbJ 
Nnt ail thy talents brave the stroke of death 
Po4t8 to age<» yet unborn appeal, 

And latest times th’ Eternal Nature fceL 
Tho^ blended here the piaise ot bard and playV, 

Wiule lUoie than luif becomes the Actor’s shaie, 
Rekhtless death lmt^^}sts the mingled fame, 

,'\ud sinks the player in the poet's name 
The plniit mustles of iht variom ftte, 

'Hie initn that gave each vtntcnce strength ami grace, 
The tuutful \oict, the eyt thai spoke the inmd, 

Are gone, nor have a singh trac^* behind. 

Cibber^ ’Apology ’ i-- erv'dued with thv genn- 
irul form of somewhat <?elf-^vident truth. Li 
17665 half-a-dozen ; enrs Inter, <jarnck compressed 
jt nno a well-known couplet of hl^ Prologue to 
the ‘Clandestine Mariiagc’f* and Sbcnda.i, with 
much fanlc ‘ hontuie,* included it m that 

^ Nor Ptn nor Fencjl can the Aitof save j 

The Alt, and Artist, share oue commor Grave. 



Robert LU^d 

was spol^ t)y Yates at 
Drury Laae, or the grSat actar'a Rut it 

wa^ Lloyd who first elaborated the idea. Its latest 
form, as regards the vocalist, h to be found in 
de Mus^t*5 admirable ‘ Stances k la Malibran.’ 

With Lloyd’s ypd cious commendatidn of the 
autocrat of Drury Lane must no doubt be con- 
nected the performance, af that theatre, of his 
Ode on theifeatii of Georgqi:Ii, entitled the 
‘Tears and T^uinph of Parnassus,’ 1760, U) be 
succeeded, in the following year, by thedrainaUc 
pastoral of ‘Atcadia; 01, t lie ^Shepherd’s Wed- 
ding,’ in honour of the nugu.t nuptials of Charlotte 
of i^ecklenbu^g-StrcLtz and Geoige IIL Boti> 
of these occasional, and nowist lemarkable, pro- 
ductions had tlie advantage of the music M John 
Stanley, the blind org^nJ *t of the Temple Church. 
Lloyd also supplied Ganxk with ^>e^eral pro- 
logues: for the Kmg’$ birthday 5 for ColmanV 
‘Jcijous Wife! (in which he seems to glance at 
the author’s obligations to Bidding’s ‘Tom 
Jones ’) ; and for the ‘ Hecuba ’ of Miss^ Burney’S 
pcc entne Bnghtpn friend, Dr. John Delap. But 
the most definite and important tTUttame of ‘ The 
Actor’ was, uncjucsiionably, ‘The Rosciad’ of 
Charles Churchill. Disqualified for a university 
career by an early and imprudent Fleet marriage, 
Q 



^ 

Charchill, by *^need, not choice,’ had been 
ing a precarious life on the ^ forty pounds a year ’ 
of a country living, eked out by tuition. In 1758^ 
at his father's death, he had been elected^ by 
favour of the parishioners, to the curacy and 
lectureship of St. John the Evangelist, West- 
minster* Dr* Pierson Lloyd, his former master, 
had helped him more. than once in money diffi- 
culties, as Churi|lii|] afterwards ,^|cnowIedged,' 
by mediating with Ins creditor* and Robert 
Lloyd, unhappily for himself, was also warmly 
attached to his old dass-mate* The favourable 
reception of ^'Tb^t Actor’ roused the dormant 
faculties of ChurcWll, whose first mptncal essays 
were ttnfortunate. A Hudibrastic poem called 
® The Sard ’ was declined by the booksellers as 
worthless^ a second, * The^^ Conclave,’ satirisftmg 
the Dean (Dr. Zachary Pearce) and Chapter of 
Westminster, was, regarded as^ too libelloua^for 
publication* BUt in these tentative eftbrts, Churchill 
had found his strength j and for a fresh subject 
he selected the Stage, in which he had always 
been interested* * After two moittlis’ close attendt 

^ Dr* JUcyd was the ‘ kin^ :good man ' of ‘ The Con- 
fercncc/ who, , " ’ 

< Image of him whom jDhmtiaiia should adore, 

StrctchM forth his 'hand, artd thought me bafe to shore ' 



ance on the theatres/ he^comdeter. 

Even for this he was f^asm tlw fee of 

five guineas. Thereupon he bhld^y^^<^^:edi the 
poem at his own expense, ‘ 

The result in the theatrical worfd has been 
aptly compared to that caused tlit, disdiarge of 
a gun in a rookery, Churchllt being utterly un*- 
knWn, the anonymous^ writer was at fmt stiph 
posed’to be Lloyd, assisted poAly by Thofpton 
and Colman ; trot apart from the/act that dhe 
the most serious passages m the piece, a plea fo*’ 
the moderns against the ancients, is placed* in 
Lloyd’s mouth, the ascription showed litde critical 
acuteness. There was no resemblance whatever 
between Lloyd’s easy gcneralitieG and the direct 
cudgel-play of his more fearless friend. Such 
lines as ^ 

He movj^hs a sentence, as curs mouth a bone, ^ 

which is said to^ have driven Davies from the 
boai (is to the hook-^op; the remorseless 

Pri j c hardN for Comedy too fat and oldj 

*1 ^ 

and the 

MossOp, attach'd to military plait, 

Still kept hiis eye fix’d on bis right-hand man, 

were, compared with liloyd, as the roaring of the 
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^ tigef to that c^ the sucbng dove; and neither the 
dbve nor th^e tiger was at first particularly pleased 
the turfi which things had taken. Churchill, 
however, in the second edition, openly elmtfted 
the authorship: and, in a shorter poem entitled 
* The Apology,’ proceeded^ with an energy which 
left no doubt as to his Maying power as a satirist, 
to trotihce his chief as?^iant, the ‘Critical Re- 
view/ then edited^ by Smollett; while Lloyd's 
affectionate and unenvious nature sf^ecdily forgot 
its own annoyance m admiration for the supenoi 
gifts of his friend — gifts to which, moreover, he 
p.iid admit ing homage in more than one epistle: 

Plea'sM 1 behold superior genitia shine* 

Nor tingd ssMth envy wish tb^t genius mmc. 

To Churchill’s muse can bow with decent awe, 
Admire his mode> nor^mak^tbat mode my hw; 

Both inay^ pel hap >, have various pow’rs to please : 

Be his ti^ Stiength ot Numbers, mme tht Ea^e 

ElsewbtTe^ m ‘ The Poet/ Lloyd dr, w^ 
Churoliiiri) portrait with all du feivency ot 
(iUiodiv viitimsiasm : 

Is tht-ie 0 Aaa, wiiose genm*r sriorig 
Roils like a rapid stream along, 

WhosL Muse, long hid ir cheauess jngiii, 

Pour, on us hke a rtobd of hgl»t* 

VVhos^ acting comprehdft^ivje mmd 
Walks I’aai'yK regions, un<A>nftn’di 
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Whotiii nor the surly sense^ pnde» 
Nor alfcctatK)«, warps asiuej; 

Who drags no author from his shelf, 
talk on vTith an eye to self j 
Careless alike* in conversaiidn, 

Of eensure, or of approbatioiii \ 

Who freely thinks, cacl jipeaks. 
Ami meets the Wit he aeveT Iseeksj 
Whose '•eason calm, ami ludglorieist cool. 
Can pity, but not hate a foo4 
Who can a heaity p ahe bestof^ 

If xiierb sparkles in a foe 5 
Who boj't iml open, £rni * true, 
Fi^itte'S no tricnds— yet ieves theni too, 
CH’»"KcHiii, be the la«t to knoA 
His IS the jouraif, I would ^how. 


By ^ 7 he Roboiad * and * The Apology ’ 
CiuiKhill made more than a thousand pounds* 
which, to hk <.redit, he paid his debts. But 
..I thjb stage, discarding fir^t his clcnc<ii garb for 
yoM lac#“ and raf^ies^ and ne^t, for he resigned his 
cuje, hjs eiei*ca^ character, he unhappily em- 
b » kc i With al^ t^ c ardour of a vigorous constitu- 
tion upon tho^c pb asures of the town winch, in 
th^ r>-icasured words of Gibbon, ^arc withm the 
restf h of eveiy man who is regardless of his 
health, hi» money, and his company,*' Into the 
tiain of th's woist of Mentors, Lloyd, docile and 
unstable, wr4$ only too readily drawn j and 
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people who were smarting from the strokes of 
ChurchilFs criticism, were not slow to comment 
' upon such unworshipful developments of literary 
success. As may be imagined, the tale lost no- 
thing in ihe telling* -and it is quite conceivable, 
suggested by To*okc5 the earliest 

editor of Churcltili^ that irregularities which, in 
some of his contemporaries, would have passed 
unnoticed, or been indulgently condoned as mere 
eccentricities of genius, were magnified by the 
vii'tims of his pen into acts of unbridled de- 
piavity. More thm-skinned than most satirists — 
which is saying a [^ood deal — Churchill bitterly 
resented this inquisition into hK * midnight con- 
versations’; and, in a poem called ‘Night,* ad- 
dressed to idoyd, endeavoured to defend himself 
against his ti aducer^. But his defence^ based upon 
the then-cun ent htUacy that honest vices aie 
more exrus?»bi€ t*.an hypocritical virtues— as d, 
says a mockni critic, there were no possible thud 
course- nor convincing; while it seems be- 
sides to indicate incidentally that the ‘^^ons of 
Care,' as they curiously styled themselves, did 
n<^ always derive from their dissipations the dis- 
traction they sought^Nor is the later apology ol 
their boon-compamolr and evil-genius, Wilkes, 
drawn speciously from the piccedents of anti- 



quity, r.ny more to Jf how- 

ever, we may 9j»fely * Woja. tali 
moreover, we are <iot writmg, nor Hewgn, to 
write, a paper on Churchill, heing; for die pre- 
sent, busied only with his friend Lloyd.' 

Lloyd, unlike^. Cbi’ichill, had J'ot iFbund verse 
a monetar)' success; and although he never at 
any time overcame his rooted ajijtipathy to tui- 
tion> he must aim have soon di|€overed that on^ 
fojm of servitude was no than ai^other} 

and that by octo-syttabics, however easily they 
Jingled, it was difficult to live. His prologues 
and theatrical pieces can have prod need -but little. 
Fur some months previous 1b the appearance of 
^ Arcadia/ he had been acting as editor of the 
poetical department of ‘The Library,’ a pcnodi- 
i al conducted by Dr. Andrew Kippis, later to be 
bettei known as projector of an interrupted ‘Bio- 
graphia Ilnt^^pUKa.’ Lloyd’s connection with 
‘The Library’ lasted until May 1762, when he 
iss-ued d quarto volume of * Poems ’ including 
‘Tbe Actor/ the Epistle to Churchill, the Burl- 
esque Odes, and a number of mmor pieces. 
From the lengthy list of subscribers/ it would 

^ Besides the * great vulgar and the small;' many ut>taiiie 
names appear in Its columns, fifot tp mention Henry Fox 
md Chades Towmhend and Kichard Ovren Cambriclge, 
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that this <j©llec<i<wi should tevc the 
mmt lucrative of fiis puWications; but jalthou^ 
he appears to have always performed his daily 
task with iniU**horsc regularity, it is dcat.^hat his 

as a man of wit, never sufKced t0*;hi8 ex- 
penditure as a man of pleasure, and that from the 
outset he was embarrassed. Wjth September 
176a he issued the- first number of the ‘St, 
James’s Magazine,’ Da\u*es being one of the pub- 
lisher^ Of course was to be like nothing eke. ^ 
It was to deal exclusively with Belles Lettres, It 
was to be original and various; it was to be 
scKolailyj it was to be soundly critical The 
hackeyed attractions of the ordinary monthly 

there ih * Mr. Samuel Johnson ’ (he was not yet Doctor) , 
there aie ‘William Hogaith, Fsq,’ (to whom Lloyd had 
addresstd a laudatoiy epistle concerning ‘Sigi^^munda’), 
and Messieurs Reynolds and Wilson, ‘Painters , there is 
the sculptor, Roubiliac There aie Newbeiyand Dudsley, 
booksellers, there are those <;urious clergynitn, the Rev. 
Ch.irle<i ChUi^Hil! and the Rsv. Lanrense Sterne, there 
are Gariick 'aial Foote, and Cewper and /ik« usido, and 
the iwo Wartons, and Lauieate Whitehrad For Giay 
and Mason Mid Horace Wafpo’p it would be idle to seek. 
Whether dl the names rneaht money, it is hard to alHrm 
Six ino»ih$ later, the book was still anno>oifed m the 
* St. James’s Magazine ’ as ‘ {Ust published * , and Kennck, 
LloydN tcfltor, say-s m 1774 that a remaindei had been 
‘ lately disposed of at an uiconsiderable Value ’ 






, ; Beast just, la»de 4 in t ' , 

Np wooden iMotes, no co|i^i|f4/^^P* 

No Country ^auce sha^ sCoJ|» a gap^ , / 

No Cambo, no Arrostifrfinc,’^ 

Great iette^ tadng dot^to ptk Ime; 

% No stjangl (ionundmtsr; j!^ invention 
Beyond the reach of t^oifljrebensioii. 

No Kiddk, whieh whoi^ njattes^ 

Claims twelve Muisemn for the Pirize, 

Shaii strive to please you^ at th’ expence 
Of simple taste, and common schsc. 

Some of these promises Were kept, but even 
m, the first number there W 5 ^ departure from the 
programme, inasmuch as its final pages were oc- 
cupied by an account, * lifted ’ bodily trom the 
^ London f Gazette,’ and certamly not l^elles 
l^cttres, of the grean event of 1762^ the taking of 
the Havannafi from the Spaniards, with other oc- 
currences, Foreign and Domestic. As usual, the 
editor had many disappointments firom the ‘ emin- 
ent hands ’ who had promised their assistance. 
Chia chill, whose fast-following productions were, 
with copious extracts, rapturously rwiewed, sent 
nothing; an^ Garrick is only represented by a 
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prologue and epiloguf. On tihc., other hand, 
Cowper contributed an Ironical * Dii>sertati 6 njon 
, the Modern Ode ’ 5 and also, it is supposed, a 
suhscqucpt exemplification of it, though this is 
initial^ ‘L,* and may have been by Lloyd,* 
Frotn the introductory remarks, Cowper, it would 
seem, had contemplated an Art of Poetry on the 
same plan; but his intention^ w^cre prevented by 
that second derangement to which belong those 
temple Sapphics jbeginning*^ Hatred and venge- 
ance, my eternal ’portion/ From halcoiicr of 
^The Shipwreck’ came S.Thc Fond Lover’ a 
song ^written at sea/ and dated ‘ Roy^xl George', 
i'^om Christ ophei Smart, a eulogistic e])itaph on 
Fielding, a fable/ Boitiiell 'rhuinton sent, 

^ ?i>outhf% thoughi C'u’Ap^i, and Mr, J? S, Mdfoid^ 
riiough not v/ntlus t hebilafion, u m his excelleiii 

Oxford ed'tun putf, np The fonn nshlcN 

Mason Hud it is prs^ioW th‘t the loiiowing lines a*e 
xuned at hun 

^ * Come piacUl DuctNKss, gentl) conK‘^ 

And my tacidncs iKmujah, 

Let thonghi tnm exiu, tvbiK' the vacant mind 

* To tiickK v^oids^ and pretty phrase confin’d, 
Pumping tor tnm dtscripdon’s an, 

' To Wi» the ear, it<*glects tht heart,' 

® One of the orcaMoaal < ontribationii (whkh must have 
isfiutfd fiom the sludesi consists o( two Gieek t pig»ams by 
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among tSWng$, «jmtf spc. unions of %i in- 
tended translation of Flatus, bein^ portions of 
the ‘Mile<! glorio<ius/ a task to wh’ch he had 
been stirred by emuIaiSon of Coiman% 1 erence* 
Colman again, copying Lloyd's own epistle frnm 
the Cobbier of Ti«t<^ng^on no Garricicj pens a 
companion letter to Lloyd himself, in which, with 
great good Immour, and no little truth, be rallies 
his old schoolfeliow for trusting overtnuch to his 
metrical fjwility* He warns that if he ‘cramps 
hti> Mast: in four hwt verse/ Ife will ultimately 
f nd ‘ h’s ease his cuise ’ W hy does he not ‘ wi tte 
a great work^ a work of merit* ^ Otherwise, 

7 oo lontf yovr genius will lie i'ilow 
x\nd Rob I tir Lloyd be Roul’ic Skalloh 

The id\icc was mure easy to give than to 
^ake, especially hy an editor whose contributors 
were vihv'*ary, and who, m theii default, wiis 
pkdgcd 10 fill ‘five shcetb per month with printed 


l*'KMsng^ ‘PaiMm Adams/ then th" late Rt'^v Wilhiiin 
Voung of (hihagbatn Anorhet* wriur adapts to die 
n’^tnoiy of Shtiistont, v/ho died ui Febiuary 176;, pis 
epitaph- the ‘most htjiutdu] ol cj Lamh'n 

« tils It - -on his cousm, Maiia Dolman-— <* Ah' Gulielme^ 
^ak' *‘Qjanto minus est, Cum ali»» Ycmrl, Quam tui 
nh-mmisse 
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mattetj vimA that matter more verse than prose* 
No wonder Lloyd was Veary of the task, and 
had already written: ^ 

Continual pkguc<« my soul molest, 

And Magazines disturb my rest, 

While scarce a night I sty'll to bed. 

Without a couplet m my head, 

And m the morning, when I stir, 

Pop comes A Dcnjtl, * Copy, sir/ 

J cannot strive with daring flight 
To jtdch thf biavc Parna^^tan HttGHT, 

But at ns foot, content to stray, 

Tn easy unamb’tious wa) 

Pm k up those Hovurs the muses send, 

'Fo 0. ikt a nosegay for my friend 

Oncol h^s most s^^-suiuoub <olieagues, a certain 
up),dl) tacik* bxd forgotieti ih}mct^ Mr Charles 
I'll ms, who wasi a broiiiei of the famous admnai 
and patron of T^h*irkeiav*s Denis Dnvui/ fu^ 
tiished Ijanslation^ of La Fontamc, Marnu.ntth 
Volnore, Boileau .aid other veisio/is or pro j phrases 
from the FreneJn Lloyd himself padutd his pages 
with a long prose rendering of the ‘Nouvelte 
£cok* des Femmes’ of M Moulier dt Moissy, his 
ostc'isiblc pretext being to how to what extent 
Churchlllk eneni), Auhur Murphy, lud rchtd 
upon that com^d) for his own piece, ^ The Way 
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to Keep Hitti * There arc jdso propo4l8 

for a complete translat^n ’lof Racilite, to be pub- 
lished as a monthly make-weight Idnjc seems 
to tove struggled doggedly with his tje 

format,’ for he says in I is general PreSwcili to vot 
that he ts personaPj ‘ responsible for of 

seven hundied Knes in oi ery number; but it emmx 
be denied that lie is often open to the charge of 
being Shallow/ He nevertheless shows constant 
capabihiKss foi better uangs^ Ore of hjs dn 
iogucs, ^Chit-chat/ 's a houtf^ois pssmphn s* nf 
ihe ‘‘Two Ladie-j of Syr?icus^’ in Pheocutuu, 
A Cheapside Gorgo and PiaxbiOw*, Mrs. IJn^wt 
and Mti.. Scot, go (in their sacks and caidiniib) 

-cc, TK^r the A festival, !nir that memorablr 
Lontempora’y show,. the ogeninj of Parlmnu*i*t 
by George III, with the -gingerbread spleiuJ kia 
of whose state-collh, recently desigind by 
Chambc] ^ ihe Arcimect, they arc duly im nicest. d, 
I'he dose imitation of an Uijginal denre j? 
certain* ic^craint, which was gocxl to? ^ioyd; 
anti though jt is not easy to select u i(^uQOsMv>n, 

‘ Chit-chat’ is a very ^^itisfactory spei »nKi' of hts 
belter numnei. But h>ng before the " St. Jameses 
’ had reached its doling bhic nuniljejrs, 
that ill-feted serial was plainly, m itn projiectoi’s 
words, dragging out 



f ^ ^ ^ a miserabi^.beittg^ 

\ h» ^nd fttill fearmg«9nct fomfi^eiiig^ 

anti when» irt Fehnjarf 1764, the long-threatened 
end catne, Lloyd bad for some time surrendered 
-tilb work to ®ther hands, and was himself, ‘for 
debts contracted during its progress,’ an inmate 
0/ thc'Fket. 

W 4 ai his liabilities were we know not 5 but 
they neesi not have been large. In those days, in 
5s|»ite Oglethorpe^s Committee; a beneficent 

legislature ^rill permitted a vindictive creditor to 
the .body ot an unhappy debtor for a tnfling 
su^n, casting him into a custody* from which he 
ml\h) never *^gain emerge;’ andj as we know 
ft'vn lohn un’ * Ramdler,’ the Fleet, the King’s 
ll’^nch and di**- p ^scm\ were at this date 

€^,wdcd w til such n^i^erable captives, v^*ho 
va? tit riil ^he discomforts arising from 

thn, bad food, and the grinding 

tapcicity oi keepers. Why Lloyd, 

who’^ufath^ nU ^ masti^r at Westminster 

* S kavc ai*t ^ wet t Bird sing, 
k?ei^ 0j(iAnIf ftr their Debt* 

/it 4. hk>rsi' , hCsy su«d tkHn^ 

llave^ With 4 Will theii Debts to pay, 

tahi JLii tmr m Fr on for tbLit 

^ ; r/e Pasqtan^ 1 73<> 



It 

^ momatl in 

such a d^radirg envir»nntemv *n^f pcfhiypa be 
explained by the supposition that, ftfid 
clrunanr, he would only be smstra jby anothei^j; 
and that, while he iiemained in the Fleet, or the » 
limits known as its Rules or {liberties; he coUld 
not be arrested at alL ChurchiH, on |iearing;^of 
his incarc^fhtion, at once hastened to hit tus^t- 
aiice, and provided for his immediate wants by 
supplying hi mwjtli a, servant jujd a guinea a jveek^ 
l"his sum (unless it was sji^nt ks promptly as the 
similar allowance made to Richard Savage) should 
have sufficed to save Lloyd from the squalors of 
‘ Mount-scoundrel/ and to secure him <!ecent 
food and lodgment. Churchdl also attempted t « 
set on ^oot a .subscription for his eventual release. 
Hut from mismanagement, or other causes now 
too obscure to make intelligible, tne proposals 
fame to notuingj tnid Lloyd remained in durance, 
leceivmg numerous visimrs, though apparently 
abandoned b? most of his old associates. ^ have 
many acquaintances/ he wrote mournfully to 
Wilkes in France, ‘but now no friends here/ 
He continued to drudge hopelessly tor the book'* 
sellers, finishing a version of Kbpstoi kV ‘ Death 
uf Adam *5 txanslating, with Charles Dents, Mar* 
montePs ‘ Contes Moraux ’ ; and endeavourirg to 



himself |Ailosop^|j:;^jr hf xeftection 
that irJc^ne las ccmfinem^ w^ it was ‘not so 
bad aa b^ing usher at Westminster.’ He even 
prod^ied ‘ Th<; Caprkioiis Lovers,’ a little comic 
fOpera from the French of Favart^s ‘ Ninette a la 
Cour/ whiCh Gairiclc accepted for Drury Lane. 
On 4th November 1764 Churchill, who in his 
‘ IndcpeUkdence ’ ' made indignant reference to 
Lloyd’s continued confinement, ended his own 
metcoiic com sc at Boulogne, wheie ht died of 
fever. The rest may bt told in Southey’s words. 
‘Lloyd had been apprised of Ins [Churchill’s] 
danger; but when the news of his death was 
somewhet abruptly announced to him as he was 
sitting at dinner, he was seized with a sudden 
sickness, and sit) .ig, ’‘‘1 shall follow poor 
Charlcs|^” took to bis bed, fiom which he tj^ver 
rose again; dying, if ever ifiaii did, of a bioken 
heart. The tragedy did Jio» end hen^. Churchill’s 
favourite sister^ who is «^ald to ha\i possessed 
mufh of her bi other’s sense and spiut and genius, 
and to have been hetrnthetl to Lloyd, attended 
him during his illness; and, sinking under the 
double }o^s^^»<K)n (uUowed her brother and her 
lover to the grave/ 

’ « Henue, Ye vaic Konners* t« the Fkit lepaii, 

And ask, with blushes ask, if Llovd is th*;rc' 



When Robert Lloy4 ms, Wieii chhSA-’ 
yard of St. Bride*^ parfeh W?%f®5 s^tsA 

bis premature end is sad enough. Mi the samip 
time It IS impt^sstblc to give tbe taiet of his 
misfortunes mote than the comrniseratJtSn wsiially* 
conceded to those who ;n common parlance, are 
^ nobody’s enemy but their 'rhe record of 

his personality is scant and indistinct, HdJs said 
to have been modest, affectionate, generous, and 
devoted to those he liked. Trutli constraint us to 
add that lie was also weak-willed, fond of pleasure, 
and easuy led away by companions whose social 
gifts wore not ballasted with more solid merits. 
As a poet, either from lack of ambition, or from 
a coHscioas sense of limitation, he never fulfilled 
the pronuse ct his youfh.^^ He was a sound 
bruuiar, without the least touch of pedantry ; be 
had a fertile fancy, considerable humour, <ind 
an e^iccellent jjdgmerir. The tou-icady fluency on 
SO' much lehcd was nevertheless un- 
^ivourable to ‘ fundamental brain-worker* ^tnd 
the pressure of necessity frequentl) hurried him 
into reckless over -production. Hence, in a short 
paper, it IS diflicult to borrow from his work 
mou* than a few autobiographical ard literary 
passages. His melancholy story exempiififes most 
of those ills which his great contemporary had 
R 
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, gloomily declared to be the allotted portion of 
/letterit ^ - 

Toil, Envy, Want, the Patron and the Jail. 

^ But Was spared the Patron* 



GRAY'S BIO0Bl'hlfR 

C OfWEC!ir'Ei-»‘w»tlt;lM^n’s ‘l^cmoitt of 
the Life and Writings of Gniy ' is 0(10 of 
thrtse odd fieaks of drtainostance by which the 
whirligig of Tlm^ occasionally diverts the philo- 
sophic u^uircr, pr. Joho$#ti was a «»Tory 5 
Mason was a Whig — Johnson did not 
like Mason. Johnson, morll^er, did not like 
Ctra} , whom, in conversation, he bracketed with 
MaSon iiifttior to Akejiside; and this was 
another reason why he was prcjuciiccd against 
Mason’s biography of GtHy^ Consequently, one 
IS npt surprised to learn thaj, though he forced 
himself ti read the liook because it was ‘a com- 
mon topick of couversation/'he founds, it ^mighty 
dull'* ^ As to the style (he added), it' was fit 
the second table ’—a figure of disparagement 
wliich is included,' though not c^cplained, m iDr. 
Birkbeck Hill’s list of ‘ Dicta Philosophi/ But 
the piquant j?pint about the gitat man’s judg- 
ment is, that it Vas this very life of Gray by 
Masot) which flos#cll made Ins model fer what 
Macaulay has tailed, on this occasion ’ without 
243 
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contradiction, the of all biographies. ‘I have 
resolved/ says Boswell iri his intro^ttcwy p^ges, 
^ to adopt and enlarge upon the excellent plan of 
Mr. M^n in hts Memoirs of Gray ^ — m other 
^ wbrds, tSlntersp^se tire tot with letters which 
exhibit the man. am absolutely .certain/' he 
had already written to his friend Temple, * that 
rity mode of biography, which gives ... a mm 
Of lys [johnson^s] mind m his letters and con- 
versations, Ts the most perfect that can he con- 
ceived.’ Thus the book that Johnson found 
< might}/ dull/ supplied the proximate pattern for 
Boswell’s masterpiece; and as Horace Walpole 
was not slow to peiceivc, marked the starting 
point of a ocw departure m littrary portraiture. 
While rejoicing— fa^ Waipole too had view$ on 
stvlc — that the ^Memoirs’ did not imitate*the 
teeth -breaking diction of Johnson/ he wrote on 
Its first appeaiance in 1775 that ‘its merit did 
not depend on the wmpetcncc of the present 
agc.^ ‘You have/ he takl Mason, ‘fixed the 
method of biography, and whoever will write a 
hfe well^ must imiutc you/ Walpole’s precept 
and the 'pjratctice oi Boswefi fairly justify some 
brief parley with that now Occulted ‘ P^jFson of 
Importance in his Day biographer. 

For, although in our time the Rev. William 
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Mason, Rector of Asfoa^m) Predator ofs,dic 
Cathedral Chinch of Sfe «tei* in Y^rk, i« 'a&ost 
entirely fcrgotten, in hfe own he was imdoi^tedl'y 
a ‘ person oi i^pon^nce/ Even’ Cojklih 

ridge, who has written of him at lar» in the* 
^Northern Worthier/ more,^it is to he'^P'^icted, 
because he came w*thin the scheme of that 
Boreal Biography than from my special adtite^ 
tioit for hi& character and achievement, is con^ 
strained to ;dmit that, besidc!> being the Jfiend 
and bjogiapher of Gray, hi was, at the time of 
writing, ‘the most coijtsidorable poet that York*, 
^hne had produced since Marvdl/ and the hun- 
dred-page estimate winds up with the, statement 
that ^for many years of his life he was England’s 
greatest living poet.* This latter, to be sure, is not 
'‘H^ing much, tinnigh it difficult to dispute it. 
M ison was a placid, amiable, well-educated nmn^ 
and also a hignly-rebp< ctabie spccimen,of the com- 
f(Mt3bly«.benef.ced ecclesiastic of that apathetic 
(leoigiaii epoch, when, it has been sdd, litt}c re^- 
niained in the larger pait of the I^nglish Church 
but ^ a decorous sens^ of .duty and a sleepy routine 
of practice.’ His clerical functions left hii^ ample 
leisure for ‘ Shakespeare and the musical ^lisses * j 
and his literary tastes secured him the friikdship 
of Gray and Walpole, of whom he Was the 
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dilig^ent corr€S|k)ndent. Without exceptional ima-- 
gination, he had conaideratSe facility and metrical 
accomplishment. He wiote elegies and Pindaric 
od^j tra^dies on Greek models with English 
subjects, wires which are neat but not deadly, 
and blank verses on gardening — in all of which 
he ^ neither sinks nor soars/ ^ Most ot his work 
Ks difficult reading now, although we know^ one 
septuagenarian w'ho remembers studying ^ Car-- 
actacus* in his boyhood with romantic inierestj 
and wc have little doub» tb?t ladies of quality 
once wept as freely over ‘ Elfrida ’ as did Lady 
Hervey over Home’s ^ Douglas’ 01 Lady Brads- 
haigh over Richardson’s ‘ Clari'^sa/ But it would 
need complicated hydraulics to extiacr a sohtaiy 
tear of sensibility firpm the present generation. 
Auiyci temps^ autre s pleurs^ 

However riiis may be, the ^ rural Pan ’ of the 
peuud ('doubtle>)S a jPam in a PcnVitV) appear^ to 
have ^ breathed ’ beni|nly on the ‘ h- ipless cradle ’ 
ot the future atithor of ‘The English Garden/ 

^ Masob hub^eif proh‘ssed to cU,in no more than t!u« . 

^ through hit's let me gi 

' Ner *-tnk too hiv^ mr # .vr too high^ 

$afe if Content my progres’? guide, 

Anti golden Mediocrity ’ 

But wc.mu^t nor take modesty too much at iK word 



Msi^n\ fathej^f^ Vicarof Holy T ririffty i%B(Srtg- 
ston-upji-Huj^ wher<^ ^uson -Waa 

Liorn, rio(t onty^rsrmaHy superintend^ hi\s edii£^ 
cion, fondly iost^red ins bias tsowairds verse- 
wrtmg and painting-^ra routsc whiV^ Harrley^ 
Coleridge observes, made it unnecessary for l^ixn 
to add ‘ the cuise^f disobedij^ce to the calamities 
bl poetry,* and which, in his twenty -’iccond year, 

' he duti^ul'y acknowledged in heroic couplets* 
At St, fohn’s Colleg'^, Cambridge, where he was 
entered in t743, he found a congenial tutor in 
i)n Fowcll, who, besides directing his attention 
to classic models, encouraged him ui cultivating 
what I'homas X^arton calls ^ the warblings of the 
Doric oate/ Other Cambridge friends w(’re^his 
.Uicle, Dr. Balguy, and later, Hurd, afttrward-> 
l^hop of Worcester^ His first model was Mxlton; 
‘ud his earliest e8sa|^s, ‘ Ti Bellicoso ’ and ^ II Pat i~ 
puh!i;ibe^^^cars afttwards in the first vol- 
Peardh'S ^ Miscellany,' wen obvniisly 
pao^pted by^* L’Allegro * and 11 Pensero^o.’ A 
more i[inbfo^us performance, * Musaeus, a Mon- 
ody to the Jdc uioty of Mr* Pope,* was a professed 
iinuabon of ^ Lycidas.* Th%<5r»y^ then living 
at Cambridge, was, by the good^oi^es of ^ 
friend, induced to revise, although kt as yet 
unknown to the author; and on Dr* ^PowelPs 
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was pul^h^d by Bodstcjr m A^il 1 747. 
It had nOsSmi^ succe&s, aiicl pas^ third 

editicih. To tfe#-rejader of to^y, il), spite of the 
neatness of th^ versificatiDny it will seei^ 
mcebani^'f ti«ek)dious tcar^: but^ it xjsmy be 
xnitted that .the poet shows a certaiir origidsdity 
by making Milton, Chaucer, and Spenser visit 
Pope, ‘ in the trance preceding his departure,’ for 
the purpose of assuring him of their own poetical 
unworthiness. This they do m Character. 
Chaucer, the Tjtyrus of the^ deputation, thanks 
Pope for |(5^lng his ^ scly rymes,’ ^ ren right sajte.V 
Mihon, ks Thyrsis, ^dre^es him Mdtomcaljy ; 
in sonorous blank vem; while "Spensar (Colin 
Clout), after the fashion of M. Edmond Eostan;^^ 
borrows the imagery his stanza from the lurin'* 
yard; 

' ! * ' 

I^ifce as in village tinop cff feirdfings trim, 5 
Where Chanticleer his retJ crebt high dinh hold. 

And quacking duck®, that WetJt in lak( to swim, 
Aird^dkeyS |i^ud, andpigeotts nothing bold^ 

If cWnce the 4<^th itis plumes unfold, 

£j^^ns4thelir Wtaner W^utics all d«;oaymg, 
purple and he gJist’neth gold. 

Now Ivith "bright green, now blue bimsclf arraying 
SxKh h thy beatify bnght, jill other beauties^ swaying. 

To which 'Pope rcplic-* in a valedictory allocu« 
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tion which <5b<?v^ that Mfeoii con'd 1^ succ^Ss*^ 
full/’ echo tile Popesqi« note Whc® aS'his 
criticT malicfously suggests, the spetiStW ifeiiwfe=s of 
^eech be, or be ndt, |tudied from 
phrases rather than the or j^uials,* these 
ceitAinly serve to qxplam why, tn after years, 
Mason was so to decide on thr ffctit-ous 

ekment hi Cltatferton^ Rowley pbem«, 

A<;Cording to Mk Ralph Strau$.-s recent life of 
Podsley, the rec^sptio! of* Musa^^ made IVJason 
anxious to undertake 'the task, afterwards so 
libcraliy performed by Thomas Warton, of edit- 
ingM'ltOii’s MiiiorPoefrls. * I have often thought 
•t/ he writes, ‘ :i great pitty that many ot fhe 
B-aiititui Peices n [the “3rd vol, of Mi vm’*- 
conraiis shouM be so hulc rejtd as tbev f r * ^mily 
are, 1 fancy this has arisen fiom tbu* thing 
* hey are tack'd to f ?|t 1 want vastly to ksve % 
separate ediddi» of the Tragedy, Majsk, Lycidas 
k Laliegro, &c.’ But Tonson, to whom the 
copyright beiduged, i>r0Ved intractable, anct the 
idea came hing. Meanwhile, early in 1 748, 
Dodslcy brought out the first thre^ volumes of 
his ^ CollectK>jni of Poems by Several Hands^^ in 
the last of which be reprinted ^ Musacus ' (with a 
ridiculous Jllustratmn by Frank and 

included a fresh piece by Mason, an *Ode to a 
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WatScr**Nyinph.* With this arises Gi;ay*s jSr^ 
written reference to Mascan, who was seven years 
his junior: ‘ Mr. Mason [he writes from StokeHo 
Dr. Wharton of Durham] is ray Acquaintance. 
X hked Ode very much [th^ ode just irteo^ 
tioned], mit have found no one else, that did. he * 
has much Fancy, little Judgement. & a good 
deaLof Modesty. I take him for a good & well- 
meaning Creature 5 but then he is really in 
Simplicity a Chiidy h loves everybody he meets 
with: he reads little or nothing, writes abundance 
& that with a design to 'make his fortune by it.’ * 

Mason had the courage to icpnnt this not en- 
tirely flattering piVture in his later ‘ Memoirs * of 
remarking only on the last words that, at 
the peiiod refeired to, he was, m truth, ^per- 
trcily w%ll satisfied if his publications furnished 
him with a few guineas to sec a play or an opera.’ 
But evidently he did not jhare Gray's nervous 
hoiror of being paid for hts pioductiOiK». As ic- 
gard§f.the ‘Ode to a Water-Nymph,’ it may here 
be noted that Dodsley’s \ession clones with a 
laudation of Lyttelton and Lyttelton’s eloquence, 
of the beauties of Lyttelton's seat at Hagley, and 

* Tovey’s ‘Lettcn of Thomas Cray/ 1900, i, 178 
Tlus cxtiacl Jllustiates Gr^yV employiutnt and neglecr of 
capitals, as also his use of the ampetsand. 



of the nioiAody on the death of h; ciiannr% first 
wife^ 'Which had come ou*- In Dodsl^'s ^Upcorfd 
volume. All this was altenvards suppn " ecf, and 
the poeih ^ concluded according to the Author*!^ 
original tdeafr~2i proceedmg^ for whkisj no ex* 
plauatfon is vouchsafed,* though it is e^f to' sug- 
gest one. Whether Mason was already acquainted 
with Lyttelton dues not appear. But as stated 
by Mr. Courtney ' in hi$ attractive littlr study of 
Dodslcy’s collection, most oC the pieces it^,c0h‘- 
tamed were submitted to I^yttelton before ^tiey 
Wi*r€ ^ p<t^s€d for printing,’ uothuig woufd be 
more nafutai tha#i thut it should occur, or should 
even be >uggested by Dodsley,to one of tlte con- 
tributors tlut an '»pportunity might be found for 
grxcefully flattering a distingu’^icd statesman and 
prttron ot letters. And Mason, if not a stulcingjy 
ongmal thinker, was ^mte acute rnough to ,’nt5- 
cipatc and t upon the worldl) -wise injunction 
ot Martin Rnuth of Magdalen ‘Anach yourself 
to some great man, Sir* Many have risen to 
cuuin uice in that way." 

Gray"s letter to Wharton Is dated 5t!i June 
1748 j and in another to Walpole he speaker of his 
new tnend^s ‘ ^ ^ seeming ^to cany 

^ ^Dadiiev*^ Colltctinn of Put'tr)* iH Coi](Writ.s and 
Contributors’ By W. P, Courtney, 1910, p jr. 
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with it t promise at lia^t of something good to 
come.* In 1745 Mason had taken his B;A.^and 
quitted St John’s with a valedictory Ode to Dr* 
Powcil In the following year a second Ode 
co«imcfi|bratcd his expectation to return to Cam- 
bridge, since, chiefly on the recommendation of 
Gray, he had been nominated to a Fellowship m 
Pembroke Hall. Owing, however, to the opposi- 
tion of the Master, Dr. Long, he was not elected 
until |iarly in 1749. In February of the same 
year he published a monologue entitled ‘Isis/ 
directed against the supposed spirit ot Jacobiti^m 
prevailing at Oxford, as evidenced by recent dis- 
orderly demonstrations amongst the gownsmen m 
favour of King James the Third. In thi^ the 
goddess, tearful and dilapidated, or, as her poet 
puts It, ‘ in ail the awful negligence of wi>r,’ js 
made to in\okc the shades of Sidney and Hamp- 
den, of Addison &nd Lockf, to con* ole her i f he 
disloyalty of her seditious sons The piece was 
promptly parodied by Byrom, and being also 
answer cjd with considerable vigour by the future 
laureate, Thomas Warton, then of Trinity Col- 
lege, Oxford, Mason, pcriiaps not uninfluenced 
by a polite reference to ‘ Mtisacus,’ had the good 
sense to admit himsdf outdone. His next effort 
wits a composition to he set £0 'music, written, at 
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as ChajEHcdbr of l|i^4Jsivemnf of^ll^i^dge of 
that egregious peiso|§gc^^*oinas jhi't:»Ht)|les, 
Duke of Newcastle, then Secretary of State .for 
the Northern Departaient;^^hel^i^lba94^j^ 
istration. The mustccan was Dn Boyce; and it 
was ^fierformed in the Senate Hou^e on 114 July 
1749$ m part of what Gray, making report tn 
Wharton, calls a ‘Week of Wonders’: ‘Even 
one, while it lastcu, was very gay, H verj^ busy 
in the Morning, & very owlish ic very tipsy at 
Night* I make no ea^eption |be adds] from the 
Chancellour to Blew-Coat [the Vicc-ChanceHor^ 
servant]* Ode was the only Entertain- 

ment| that had any tolerable Elegance ; U for my 
own Part, I think it (with some little abatements) 
uncommonly well on such an Occasian,’ 

By^this time its author is * growing apace into 
his good Graces* as be knows him more/ ‘He is 
very mgenious with great Good-Natut^ & Sim- 
plicity. a iittie vain, but m.so Harmless so 
coraicaj a Way, that it does not offend nue at all; 
a little ambitious, but witfaall so ignomnt in the 
World & its Ways, that ^his dpes not hurt him 
m one’s Opinion, so sincere & so undisguised 
that no Mind' with a Sp^k of^|3cnerosity would 
ever think of hurting* him* kt lies ^0 open to 
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’ Injury, hni aofndolent,tfett if he cannot overcohie 
this /it his gooi Qualitidi will signify 

nothing at Ah -after all I like him so well, I couli 
wish yoi’il^cw him.’ Some of these ^character- 
istics o^lie^ poetical temperament/ as Chalmers 
calls .jwm, seem to have adheied to Mason 
i,^roUgh life; others, it is significantly added, wete 
^effaced by a closer intimacy with the world/ 
But from Gray’s words, it is clear that Mason was 
already in a fair way to become the familiar 
SSkroddies' of tJic r futute correspondence. 

That correspondence, icverthelcss, did not be- 
gin until July 1753, when Gray’s fiist publi*»hed 
letter to Mason is dated In the interval Gray’s 
famous ‘ Elegy ’ came out; and in the s^me lettei 
in which he u i itc't ^to Walpole of its premature 
publication, he mentions a play, * wiote by a per- 
son he has a very good opiif »on of/ He proposes 
to send Walpole the beginmn i . * It is rnnfortun-^ 
aicly) ui the manner 4»f the ancient drama, with 
chor.use**^ hich I <im to my snzivQ the occasion 
of, foi, as greai part of it was at first wiitten m 
that form, I would not suffer him to change it to 
a play nt for the stage, and as he intended, be- 
cause the lyric parts .ire the best of it, they must 
have been lost. I'he story is Saxon, and the lan- 
guage has a tang otbhakespcaie, that suits an old- 



fiwhioned fable very ijrcll/ In a he 

tells Walpoie that the »^or‘t^d thepe^are in 
town t<^ther; and for Walpole^r ol^va- 
tions^ not to betriy more oi h» ver- 

dict than' may hr <fit for the^ears of *a te^den 
parent,’ wl'i. adds- * ha'^ injrenuuy and ti'terit 
enough||(wn4tever his drama may have) ^ bear 
hearing W faults very patiently.* Whether Wal^ 
pole^s critif’.^in h w favourable or urtfavourabk^is 
not recordtdj^ but the play was published by 
Knapton in March 1752, under the title of <E 1 '- 
fridaj a dramatic poem, w^uten on the model of 
the anticnt Greek I'lagedy. By Mr. 

Prefixed to ‘ Elfnda’ is a sequence of letters in 
which the author sets forth his attempt write 
an English play on Greek a <x>ntf^d*aio ' 
»u conception to wlach, in spite of all opposition, 
he ^continued obst^rurely attached. Hartley 
Coleridge ^hscusses these prolegomena, as well as 
th^>4ilay itsdf, with much learning and at con- 
-tderable length; but it is to repipduce 

here his arguments^ foi or against a wo k no 
\ mger under discussion. The real -®lfthryth or 
Fdfnda, daughter of Orgar, eakloriiian of Devon- 
shiu*, became the second wife of Edgar, king of 
England* Subsequently, accoium^; to Wilbamof 
Malmej^hufy, she entered upon z wedded catw 
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’^®0io% J|(»f 

«4)i| W Jbai|]|>er hi^t^tcal 

^g^ncj, Edigi^ ^dxlliii^miiifeter 

hk m £)$ir{da« But 

AthclweM ^fiills ibJov^with the lac^ himAtslfj 
Harries her, « and liMes her«^w!^h a o^m^renidut 
tha#$ of Brit{!»h i{ii^ipwrH---in » stecJuded ^!;a^e in 
^Hhrewood Forest. WtVthis retreat she 4s tracked 
by h|r father and ^gar* Athelwold is killed by 
the king in single combat ^ and dies murmurii^ 
(hte Ricfaardsoh*s Lovelace), ‘ This atones for 
all/ The^upon^ Elfrida promptly gets her to a 
nunnery^ The play con^ih%man/ caieful lyiic 
passages, especially in. the chornses; and ^the 
Shakespearean tangj^ is often not unskilful* But 
the primary and fundaaieutal ^jiiicuity~the ro< 
conciling of En^iih set^tinlehtalV^drama with the 
atmo^pher^ and^machinery of the Greek ^^tage^^ 
ss not aiwliictorily ’oveico#e. In hodk foto 
* Blflida * Iwill, ^aotwiti^ndit^l^/^ |uo- ' 

cess, bnt at the date attempt was made 

to put ft on the hoar^^ ^ ' * 

» ‘ ♦ ^ ’ 

* Spmc of Its sdpiircrs must have hecn^to^agant 
luioagh *to satisfy t%p most exattio^ aelf-esteciB, A 

fa the ‘ Magaziiae>*!|^Mipdb 

wkh^ ptdihsismwikypf MrovmmgiU^aHiui samasteer^ 


fatjber wim toi4 
boj^i^W 

Qraj^i it w<^{4 s^stoi l^«t a jbm 

practically deprive^ him ^ ^ hj^ ^hsrM «$kte, 
lynd raducfd'lbis iums ^ Pkhbrote '1^} 
Pdlovfr^ipi^He C 0 n»m!iu^mftook oif4e»iS 1*7!^ 
and bduig^fartunate^ou^ & securi? a patroit ia 
the Earl W Hdl<le»'he$s (a ^Cfets^ry of State), wa^ 
appointed, not only jhis doHiciStic chapUifci, hut 
waf presented to the iiv of near Rpther- 
ham, in the West Riding of ^orkshife. In the 

(ontaves m sxjt Ime^ to coiipaic Mason to (1) i^ophoclei, 
(2) Plato, (•5) Pindir, (4) Ilomer, and (5) Virgil flieii, 
paosittg to regret that hi& ^ 

* *'noii|k scenes sboul^ stand no chance 
With 4 doll or paltry dance ’ 

he goes on to predict th H 
^Ev^arns «tdl iluU shine, and Masoh^s name 
Distinguish’d stsnd m the bnglht loH of 
1 H time sha 1 slop, ^tiU ii*taie*s frame decay* 

And earth, 'and .^ea, and heaven pass In one blare asi 
And vvt Mason^s name la^ot in^dhded iu Mu Hompbry 
W atd^s Pantheon of * Enghi Poets ^ I Kor--rOde-maker as 
he was — ddea he yam a plate in Mr^Eddihml ^ussc s 
anthology of althoti^h, Of decei dty, he dnds 

judiciai record ly Mjr (>u|t||kbpe'B monumental ^History 
ot English Poelly-4 The fines m tne ‘ Gentif matt * are 
Mgned ^ H, B * (^ety— Robert BPsleyO 
s 
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SSfc All ti.™ at mtnriond in > l«tn» 
STton, H«.o.a ot June 1755. »■ 

Mason Wgales *'** correspondent with a burlesq 
S’Tthe.local librarian (who in^ght .have 
^ ^ a- model for Chod^.wieckj). and an 
iXt of a Hamburg lady with the uncupho- 
nious name of Bekht, who had read the Elegy ^ 

M^nen-lwepenieney, Meln«dK.l7, 

“5,t”J,*d'l«*SaWMc IW well leeelM 

and to the tmJenty- of the auto to jmrple 
nnitheti nn* nllitOTtivo »« w” Aeely cnncined. 

Friend’): / 

ttrWM. ^e«t, whtrti unb &c crimson Day, 



*The Fate^#of Tyranny*' u a 
part of the fourtej^^# chapter of IsaiaJM'^ 
which might well have f*verburdencd i vcpii holder 
hard tlnn Mason; and wntthe/ ‘lndep(»dency* 
is better or worse than Smcjilet^ is, ay Hartley* 
Coleridge says, ' matter. "In Aug ist 1757 
Horace Walpole printed at StrawHjerrJ Uiti, and 
Dodsle} published Gray’s * Progress lor Poesy’ 
and ‘The Bard’; after which, in Mlfatbh 175 )*^ 
Gray’s Odes and two of Mason’s wdrt/ included 
m the sixth and final volume of Doijfeley’s Col- 
lection How, npt long afterwards, bith Mason 
and his friend were assailed by the parodists 
Lloyd and Colman, has already b^'en related in 
the preceding paper; ^ and it is onL necessary to 
add^ow, vrhat was> not then stated, thar M^wn 
seem 9 to have taken the matter much tnon to 
hcatif than Gray, w)fo, having apparently ssimi- 
iated La»‘ ue’s precept * la plaiUte est pour Ic 
philosophicailv declined to ‘combusde’ about it. 
Hut Mason had more to lose; for the ''Baid’ is 
stdl studied, and few have even heard of thi' 
^ Ode to Memory/ 

By this date, Mason must already Ji^vc oeen 
far advanced with / Cw-ctaois,’ another aiid 
iuure ambitious dramatic poem ^ on the, modi! of 
^ See * Kobtrt iloyd, p}> 



the Greek tragedy/ for Gray i» already 

cntf&ir^ some form ofijt tn December 1756; 
and ^ September of the next year has read over 
the twice * not with pleasure only, but ivrth 
^emotioa.’ ‘The contrivance, the manners, the 
interestft:^ the passions, and the expression go (he 
consideiSfli beyond the dramatic part of “ Elfrida ” 
many Ic^es^i and he proceeds to devote one of 
the longest of his letters to close criticism of the 
details. \Caractacu5* was published in May 
\ 1759/ and; deals with the story of that King 
the Sikm who, taking sanctiLiary with the 
bruids in Ahglesea, was afterwards captured and 
sent to The Chorus, still a salient feature 

of Mason’s plan, is coinposed of Druids and 
B^rds. The background is one that lends itself 
to limpressive landscape painting; the fable is 
stronger; the character ij&atSfbn more firm; and 
the lyric parts more finished than in ‘Elfrida.’ 
Indeed, it tyoyld not be difficult to make quota- 
they he more than dislocated frag, 
mentv. Bi|t \thc instiperable difficulty remains, 
that, ' however efiectivie as a dramatic poem, 
‘ Caracracqs,’ like its predecessor, is no more an 
acting than, according to Sir Arthur Pinero, 
IS Bn>wiiirtg\* Biot in the ’Scutcheon.’ In 1772 
Col man brought out an adapted ‘ Elfrida,’ against 



the ai.t]iQr^ will, threatening < im, i&m he ex- 
postulated, w'*th a choms of Grecish:) washer- 
worntn. Mason affitcrt/irards altered uimsetf; 
and it was agam performed, without success,- in 
1776. A somewhat hotter fate attended the con-* 
current production of ‘Car.'v.tacus/ but even 
that never obtained any permanent place on the 
sta^e.' 

After** Caiar^acus,* Mason's next publication 
was a shJHng pamphlet of tluce elegies by 

Dodsley In December 1762, though dated 1763. 
Two of thes«*, the elegy ' Written in the G«irden 

’ WalpoleS opinion * Caractac ' was not as fatmit 

ablt as Gray's ‘ Mr. Mason [he tells Gt'orge in 

June, V59] hai» published another drama, called ‘ CUr- 
actacus ’ , there art some incanta*4ons poetical enough » aid 
odes so Cyieek as to have very little meaning. Hut the 
whole is laboured, umn?cit»ting, and ao mart ic'^i atbling 
the maimers of Briton® than ot Tapancse Uu tae other 
hanJ^ the * BiogtSj.hia Dramatica’ is almost as h) sternal 
as Mr tiiV ^ritic ol ‘ Elfnda * Conceding that ‘Car- 
acracus '' ne\ti intended for the Kinig]j>h stige,<^ir the 
(luMt '—It goes on - ^it lays the ntiongc'!!. claim to iru- 
mottahty, and is one among a tew instances, tha* noetuMl 
genius is so far fiom its dciline at this time ui th<jvc 
rf‘alms, that wt hiirc wnteis now living, some of whose 
works no British baid .whatsoever, ShaVspeare^ Spmcf 
and Mihon not excepted, would have reaito to blush at 
being the author ot ' 



Grays Bi&grapker 

of a Friend^ (Robert Wood, thej»au 0 or of 
< Palmyra ’ and * Baalbec^), and thtit * On the 
Doath of a Lady’ (Maria, Lady Coventry); 
l^hJdi wafe so great a favourite with Ron;er8 — are 
iunong his best efforts in this kuid. Another 
Elegy, not included in the trio, and 'nsoribcd to 
Dr. Hurd, then lector of Thurcaston in Lci-i 
cestershire, figures as a^dedication to * Caracta- 
cus.’* Heie Mason develops his dramatic purpose. 
His desire, he says, had been to peisuade the 
tragic Muse of Sophodcs, with her ^golden lyre’ 
and ^ buskin’d pomp/ to bring to Bnram her 
/choral throng/ and ‘mingle Attic .irt with 
ShakE8PEA»^-’s fire.’ To which the Muse replies 
oracuimly : 

suppbaul, kitow, 

To light ilt SHAfCL>P£‘ARl’v hrCRSt the ciaXJthug damt 
E>haust(?d -ill could bestow, 

Tiue,^n rcit.ams? ?ad, if fr*m> lus bught page 
riiy pow. i one void beam can 

Proceed, and in that btsr of tasks engage, 

Which tends ai otut to profit and to 

In 1^64 these pieces, with^'all hl^ previous 
poems, except die * Isis and tbe ‘ Installation 
Ode’ (which latter was probably withheld be- 
cause the author bad got nothing out of ‘Old 
hobua/as he aadj^^^y ptofmely called the Duke 
01^ Newtastk), were -coUtt ted 10 cm volume. The 
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former reference to Lyttelton i.i theJ|Oac to a 
Water Nymph * was vt;ithdrawn,’ having 

now a practicable patron in Loid Holdl'rntisj to 
whom the bc^ok was dedicateJ^ and who, besides 
giving him the Aston living and helping to procure^ 
him a chajpkinship Geoigc II, had recently 
obtained for him the precentorship of York Cathe- 
dral. This, W'th a York residentiary canonry, 
whi^h fee owed to another friend, Frederick 
Montagu, incrcasca his means by about ^^400 
per annum, so that hi^ hunger for advanccihent- — 
his * insatiable icpmmg mouth,’ Gray called it — 1( 
not satisfied, should, tor the moment at least, 
have been appeased. The next nnportanf occur- 
rence in his life was his marriage on 25111 otpt- 
f mber 1765,'^ to Miss Mary Sherman of Knigsion- 
upon-Hull, a beautiful and ahiiable young woman, 
to whom he seems to 4 iave been genuinely attt*ched. 
His happiness, however, wa$ of brjff'durattW^ 
Mrs^ Mason proved- consumptive, ami'll n spite of 
sedulous nvisHig, died at the Bristol Hot WelK 
in March 1767, being then twenty-eight/ She *s 

^ In a letter of June 1760 Gray lipeak^ of Lyttelton as 
* yotti* old patron/ so that, at some time, Masoi) mut-t havt 
had hopes from that t|qaiter. 

An extiact from the icgi&ter of St M*ir^ Lowgate was 
eommumcHted to * Notes and Queues ' jn October tS8t by 
the iate Arthur Munhy, 
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buried in the north of Bmtpl Qithedral 
under epitaph co^ppsed by her husband 
which^^ like most of Mason’s work, has >een 
praised and dispraised. By one modern -critic of 
distinction it is frankly denounced as^fustian/j 
but the popular voice — influenced probably by the 
occasion — is yi its favour,* Mason’s own part of 
it, the first twelve lines, may be conventional 
enough j ' but the beauty of the final tpatrain, 
contributed by Gray, who also wrote an admirable 
totcr tt> his bereaved /riend, would be sufficient, to 
efface fat better lapidary work than Mason’sS • 

Tril them, though 'tis an awful thing to die, 

(*Twas es^’n to fhee) y€;t the dr'‘ad once trod, 
Heav*n iirih lU evcriasting portals high, 

And bids * the puie m heart behold thtir God * 


' A St m mitnt.d eightt^ntU-centoary admirer, and vot.o y 
»< 1 be < Sorrows oi nh i,’ MiSb Eli?a Dawson D^ton 
i<, ^ i tWfK /».ui lon^ themhed the’ hope oi seeing Mavni 
on account thj& ep’^aplv Bot wheirhei hopes were at 
last icalj/xd, she whs dismayed to find b,»u ‘a hule iat obi 
man oJ hard featured couaUnanct,* entirely ahv^orbed in 
his game of whist. (Paston^s ‘ l>ide-L*ghi ^ on the G ^ orgian 
Pc-iod,’ 1901, p 359.) 

- Or one expression * Shr bow'd to taste the wav<,’ it 
IS Hut fair to state that, atcouhng to Pearclfs * Mi isccllany / 
* 775 > *» Mrs. Mason actually died ‘%vhile drniking 
a glass ot the waters ^ 
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Gray sa^s that Hurd objected H tije ^ 

But the imagery IS 4egtfimate]y aitd ittis 

hard to see why objection was Yaiaed/ In any 
case, ijt is fortunate that li^abon did nqt avail him* 
selt of Gray*s gcncrotis permission to ‘make* 
another ’ line in its^placc if he pleased* 

That Mason deeply fdk his loss there is np 
do\ibt. Althotfgli long, in Gmy*s phta^e, ‘in ji 
‘‘ matitui^ient way,^ he h!^ been over deliber^ 
in deciding. He t^as forty when he became a 
husband, and his wedded hfe lasted no longer 
than eighteen months. But it gave him some*- 
thing to think of besides himself; it was his 
happiest time, and, as Southey says, being happy 
he was cheerful. After his wife^s death, h" lapsed 
again into his old listless habit of discontent — a 
discontent no doubt intensified by the remembered 
‘tempo felice.’ chief distraction seems to 
have been gardening. Already, in the dedllcatory 
«onnet to Lord Holderness prefixed to the poems 
of 1764, he had referr^id to this: , 

Here, a<i the light-wttig^d momenta glide serene, 

I weave tbe^bower, around the tufted mead 
In careless flow the simple pathway leail. 

And strew with many a ruse the shaven green * 

^7?-* 

He was<»d fervent adherent of the hew landscape 
school; and for the further solace of his mind 
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i^gari, mon after his wife’s dcatbi- to woffc at hii^ 
itfost prolonged poetical® effort, the ‘^JBnglish 
Garden,’ of which the first book, setting forth 
the pervading principle, appeared in tyji* The 
Kthrce remaining books, containing practical direc- 
tions and making some two thousand five hundred 
lines in all, followed at leisurely intervals, the last 
appearing m 1782, when an Irish friend, Dr, 
Burgh, added an elaborate commentary md notes. 

Warton, who did not like Mason, nevertheless 
describes the ‘English Garden ’ as ‘ didactic poetry 
brought to perfection by the happy combination 
of judicious precepu with the most elegant orna- 
ments of language and imagery.’ The verdict is 
a little machine-made; but it was no doubt 
honest. Hartley Coleridge, writing many years 
later, thought it ^ one of the dullest poems he had 
evei ^empted to rend,’ aifH'he, obviously was 
equally in earnest. Which is right? A not un- 
reasonable answer would be ‘ Both.’ Warton was 
judgipg the ‘English Garden ’as an eighteenth 
1 entry didactic 'poem. To-day we do not care 
greatly for didactic poetry, however ingeniously 
decorated. Yet we should hardly go as far 
Hartley Coleridge. Those who aie curious in 
landscape gardening (and there arc still a few!), 
those who love to read of bowling-greens, and 



Ha H.. s, and cascade^ and ^ermitaijesj^aBd the 
temples of Signor Born, and the sham ruins of 
Sandw'-^!' Mdler, to say nothing ot that 'wise 
S dooiah king whom Fanny Burney called * Ah- 
dotomine’- .iA'ght well find their accounr in« 
M»v»» It is true that blank verse offeied 
pitfaiis to i ly uvft- foj redundancy} '♦ is true al|o 
that, before thv hrst book appeared, he had fos*. 
the patieftr and judicious caritic who had so often 
pruned h's leturiances and ‘castigated’ his vixabu- 
larj'. T o thisf « hiinseif I * rs in opening Bonk ih . 

Clos’d is f'bi rwM ear, b, 0eath’* cold hand, 

That markV 4 *cir " 4 y i artless s; jm 

With kind ^1' <i»\, i* » Sotr, ru'* ^^(uhc 

Still lov’d to ti w^f to 

lai louder accem , »-o wUfs>^ tmtt 

She Hist ami ! dppealM, v {, h d tor piaisf^ 

Save uiicn his herald »o he. tan r . 

And bo foitb. Some lines that follow u^fer to a 
'pedal rnemoral wbuji he erected to h^s *ui 
d\ Aston. Tb*s was a rustn: alcu e, or n^er- 
which t untamed an urn and uiedfillioo 
portiait of Gray. Over the eni^vnce was a lyre ^ 
surmounted by the poet’s mottc Puidar to 
his Odesj and below, on n with slight 

variation, came one of the d?v.jided stanzas of 
the < Elegy’: ^ ^ 
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* oft, th^ loveliest of t 1 \c ycatj' . ^ 

Jiy hand« unseen, are shower^’ of viole^fouMj 
* The red-breast loves to build and warWe ^er/, 

And little footsteps lightly print the grottlrf* 

^ According to Murray*s Handbook of Yorkshire 
for 1904, at that date this historic summer-house^ 
was still in existence at Aston, ’i^vhere the garden 
continued to preserve the old stretches of/grccn- 
swatd, the winding wflks between the t^ees, and 
the openings which revealed the ‘distant blue’ of 
the IJerbyshire hiU$ referred to in jMason’s last 
and best aniiiversarjr sonnet: ^ 

Yet •jtili my eyes can seize fhc disttnt blue 
Of yon wild IVak, and still my fooMrps bold, 
Onprop’d by ^taff, support me to behold 
Ho^ N to her Maker’s jnflnd4t#‘ true, 

Calls m^iartial heralds 10 the view, 

, The euo^'drop pale, thf emeus apik'd with gold. 

On 3rth Jujy 17 71, Gray ^ed,and was buried 
on 6rr August nj Stoke-^oges churchyaid. He 
kit to Mason ^Soo, together with all his ^ books, 
manuscripts, coins, music printed or written, and 
papers of ail kinds, to preserve" ot destroy at his own 
discreiron/ Out of this bequest Mason began, 
not bng afirdrwardkUo prepare Gray’s ‘Memoirs.’ 
Borrowing a hint enher from his own indolence, 
.or - Conyers .Middleton’s life of Cicero, and dis- 
carding the stereotyjkd method of his day, he 
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proceeded, by printing Grajr’^ a brief 

connecting na'^rative ai%d notes,*to niaite itim, as 
far as possible, 'his own biography*,* and in 
♦■bis way to present 'a regular and cleat delinea- 
tion of his life and character/ His plan proved* 
excellent; and it once adopted by sabse* 

quent writers as the true method of Hfe-*wf|^ing, 
It reniaxns the true method of life-writing still— 
where there ate letters, W it understood; but in 
Mason’s case there was one grave defect, of which 
his contemporaries were happily ignorant* Regard- 
ing Gray’s concspondence as mere raw material, 
he treated it in a way which would now be re- 
garded as disingenuous A biographer is no doubt 
entitled to suppre^^s or withhold as he thinks fit, 
but he 1$ not justified m garbling or falsifying* 
Mason practically did both. He left out passages 
without indicating that anything had been 
omitted ; he turned two letters into one; aid he 
freely altered the wording in others where be 
though L alteration '^as required. He may pqst^ibly 
ha\e held that he was justified in what he did by 
the custom of his day ; and it is not necessary to 
suppose him wilfully misleading. But he ceitainly 
cannot be defended on one plea which has been 
put forward in his defence, nanftely-r-that he could 
not foresee the future interest whith would attach 
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to Gtiiy 2& /aW author. The question H one of* 
edi tonsd goodTaith ; and it remains a serious draw- 
back to a ^ork which Rogers read and re-rcad 
delightedly, which Miss Mitford regarded as 
^one// the most attractive books ever written j’ 
and which, sophisticated though it be, does not' • 
an unfevourable or^ inadequate picture Of 
Mason’s friend and critic. ' 

Little requires lo be said oi Masorr alter the 
appeafance in 1775 of Gray’s biography. One 
of the accidents of tfs preparation was that it 
brought about a prolonged correspondence with 
Horace Walpole, only interrupted at last by politi- 
cal differences. The first book of ^ The English 
Garden ’ also led to the ‘ Heroic Epistle to Sir 
William Chanibers^^ already sufficiently treated 
in a former collection of these papers,' although 
11 ma^ be stated here, as fuither pioof of the ex* 
rravjgant praise which, even when its authoi 
wrote anonymously, he received from his coriiem ~ 
poiaycs, thar Hannah Mote^^gregarded it as, botli 
foi matter and versification, ^|he bcbt satiric ^inre 
the Duncmd^’l* followed up the 

^ Heroic Epistle ’ by some minor satirical pieces, 
which add little to his reputation, even if they 

^ <Old K^^usingtoa Palace, and Other Papers/ 1910, 
p 4Z2, at seq *• 
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reveal iinsuapectcd power of igram^l^ic invect- 
ive. Beyond di^p^ed Odes and Sonnets, bn 
chief remaining work was was a tr. nsUtion into 
heroic verse of Du Ffesnoy’- ^ De Arte Gfapliicl>’ 
dedicated to Sir Joshua Reynolds, who aniiot^ed^ 
it. He also painted Mason^s portrait; and^ by 
will, left him Ctfbper^s miniatine of Milton,^ 
Politics <^^upied much of Masou^s later yfears, 
though, besides gardening, he fumuj some time 
for hobbies «;uch as painting and church music, 
muMcai gifts were fully recognized, und he 
one of the persons ra whom Dr 

Barney presented hv on the ^ T 
of Musk in Fran<a am" ’ < P ; ^ u. u tio v 
examples aic the altar««pief i ..t mt * G > » ♦ iomt' 
tan’ at Nuhcliam church, anUa^or 
p( ncil-sketch of Gray at Pembr^ike College/ As 

^ ?Tci^ n left this to Dr. Burgh, and n is now at Rokeijy 
iri thf* posiiission it the Morntt famil, A lettei fron 
Mason to Malone tesptcdng it is ’ifed in Fuoi s 
* Malone/ p 193. Although it rs hy Samuel Loopes 
ir i}> not ruw held to repr#‘Mnt Mdton (see Pr. G, C. 
WiihaiTV80« un * i he Cooper Mint uure ' in the * Catatoguc 
of the poitratt-N, Prints, and Wmmgs ot John Mdtnn/ 
c/thibited at College, l'>^iibndge, pp, 17,^ 

s. «»; 

There k a copy of it in Gosse*s * V/orks of Gray, 
tSS4, vol lu. 
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|t:o politics^ the acme of his maity'glorifi^aitions of 
Freed<ii|i’ and l^fherty a Secular Ode (1788) 
on the Anniversary of the Landing of King 
Wiliiam at Torbay. But the terrible object 
lesson of the French Revolution proved as diV 
turbuig to Mason as to Walpole j and in 1797 
he published a shuddering palinode, bidding 
‘ Avaunt to ‘abhorr’d Democracy.’ In Apr;! 
of the same year he died, aged se^ entyxwo. He 
has a monument in Westminster Abbey, next to 
Gray and a tablet in Aston Church. 

Both as a writer and a personality Mason is 
exceedingly difficult to appraise. That much of 
the simplicity, modesty and amiability with which 
Gray credited him on their first acquaintance 
was not permanently done aw^ay by subsequent 
commeice with the woild, is quite conceivable, 
noi IS It necessary to doahe that he ‘ disc harged 
thf* common office > of hlc a man ai/u a clergy- 
man, with a uniform pre^pnety and decorum.’ 
In loc he inherited an estate w’^hich bi ought 
JUS intonn- up to ;^i>Soo a year, and ot this he 
IS said to have given away a third in ^ patronage 
and chanty.’ But bis correspondence, published 
by 'M'itfoid long after his death, docs not exhibit 
him in an entirely attractuc aspect. He praises 
retirement yet hankers aftei the ‘Cambridge 
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cofiee-houses’ $ he combines the most 
of .poetry with the ke^cst eye i<>r the jpnmcuU 
results; he courts critid|n« and finesses' to avert 
ir ; he preaches ‘golden mediocrity* (an '>V -cnosen 
phrased), but is always pushing uneasily for fresh, 
picferment These after all are only human 
frailties, though they illustrate the inexpediency 
of following up ‘the full voice which circles 
round the grave' by the frank disclosure of 
tamiiisr commaia^^anons. As to his poetry, we 
should scarcely now be governed by the ‘Gentle- 
man^s Magazine' or e^'en the ‘Bjogrjphia 
Dramat’ca', but when one realizes that he was 
praised by a Quarterly Rcviewei,:is late as i8 
for ‘metrical epitaphs’ that rival Dry den, and 
‘ sonnet'> * th<it fai surpa^is IV^ikon, one can tirtly 
* state and gasp.’ It is true tha< the same rtitic, 

' urscs as well as hfe^se^ foi he credits him (jp^tly^j 
with ‘ superiknty * and a ‘diction florid even o the 
H. nfines of borodass’ He has soinetinies been 
iotn pared with Gray— and he would not , have 
objcr^ed, but any one who cares to make ^hat 
comparison experi men rally has tuily to take up 
Dodsley’s last volume (wduch ciosfs with Mason’s 
Odes to Iiidepc ndency ami Melancholy followed 
by Gray’s ‘Proi,n:ss of Poesy* and ‘Bard’) in 
order to peiceu'c that there is a material diflference 

T 
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between the master and the scholar^ the differeiKe 
of genius. ^ Correct, welhqjutppedi copious, Mason 
U mainly imitative ; and what is best in him he 
owes to Gray and Gray’s criticism. He ranks 
with those versemen who mistake memory Inr 
inspiration, and facility for distinction j who re« 
ject living humanity, and rejoice in lifeless per- 
sonification ; whose art, if it sometimes instructs, 
seldom really moves or elevates. One of his son- 
nets IS addi essed to that ^ emblem pure of legal 
bbcity,’ a * Gravel Walk.' A gieat Elizabethan 
(Mice wrote another to the * Highway’ which — 
for the nonce — was his ‘ chief Parnassus.’ But 
there is nothing of the ‘gravel walk* about Sir 
Philip Sidney. There is too much of it in W il- 
bain Mason. 

^ Ser .the rdflstjons ’vvhici?, as Ik says, he had the 
*>>okWs8’ fo maLe to GrayN unfinished *Odt on the 
PltMsuu a'nmg iioin Vinssitude^ (‘ Poems and Memoirs/ 
and ed, i'/75, PP* 
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C,ARM 0 NTEI.Lt ^4 TftANfiP-^RSNV'lES 

X O th^ particulai*^ givcit At pp. 38*9 m^y be 
ad<!lc 4 the lollowmg from the Frehch ^dlUoii 
&tWr^niMy * M ^moirs ’ , 

^Who/ write'j Frenilly, speaking of Carm^^-tullc, 
*Aas not known hh ti^p^pAxcntw^ It was /ch»m- 
!nvent!<wi, tne itio^t c.,ginRl in tlie :’d, ctud 
which has bfcp badly imiutcd mcan'i 

uf a band of paper which unrolled itsch mn one 
cylinder to roll kself again on anotlur, « ractnre 
hfteca inches high by about three teet « id * renewed 
u-,olf continually, presenting^ to »he eje u/irj‘ capes, 
lowuis, m»/‘anicrts. ^ .n fiagrti- 

’ons— ' a ''niwd of set nes from Hie CatmoP4:elle did 
several oi ^ids sort!, and oi.ved it ro nxom that he did 
not die r' tt v v 'ofkhoit.e For when uc^aaw the con- 
spiracies of his deicstable prince [Kgalltej, hfi nobly 
rt*i-tgni''d his '* 'idcr's ])Uce by wh^ch he lived, and 
would have died of hunger without askjiig or com- 
plainiug if the excellent Due 4^2 Charost, *vKu loved 
and esteemed hiiu^ had not coxjtfivj^d to i ike him 
accept an annuity of 4,opD fiani"^ as the pr. e of one 
of his transparencies. In Uus way his was not 
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offended. He very old,’ J^J^d I d^Hot'ftoow if he 
prized a landscape of CUi^de Lorraine more than his 
transparencies. Before leaving this man who so m\ich 
amilscd my youth, I must say a couple of words Cpn- 
cerning a magic lantern which he exhibited one 
night at my father^s. Contemporary personages w^re 
shown in action. Their appearances, costumes, id- 
ventures, pecuhanties, were all passed in review, and 
with this, abundance of anecdotes, bons mots, sly liitf, 
and Savoyard buffoonery. This representation, full of 
wit an4 taste, 18 still perfectly visible tome, though it 
is sixty years since I saw it ’ (* Souvenirs du Baron de 
FrdnUiy/ 1908, p. 8). ' 

The above passage, it will be seen, throws further 
light on the story of Carmonteile's last days and cir- 
cumstance>. It is also possible that Mme. de Genhs 
was thinking of this special development of the trans- . 
parencies when she tikencd them to ‘a sort of 
magic lante^#^ (p, 38)* 
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I ^ T f 

£x^l0ttl<^1<^ OP ElOOPHt^HtON 

C LEV^ER Mk Pyni., masquerading in ‘ Wine^nd 
Wdniits* 4s Ephraim Hardcastic^ shows a 
curious **nd censurable coyness in the matter ot 
dates. He carefully refrains from mentioning the 
year Ati which he visited the Eidophusikon, described 
jn the twenty-first cnapter of his first volume. And 
thereby arises a diificulty, and hangs a ulc. I'he 
Kidophus‘kon is usually supposed to belong to 1781 
— or thercaboato. Bui the storm-scene referred to by 
Pyne represents the loss at Slacombe, In the Isle of 
Putbcck ortl^day, the 6th of j^uary 1786^ 

of the ‘Halscwcll/ outward bound East Inalajnan * 
The tolution 19 , hat there was more than one exhibi- 
tion ot Lou’^herbourg^s ‘moving pictures,* and that 
Pync was familiar with that of 1786 alone H< was. 
but a bo) m 1781, and tie professes to speak ‘ de visa.* 
In 1786 he was between sirteenand seventeoa; and 
ill that year the wreck of the ‘ Halsewcll * was part 
of Loutherbourg*9 show. 

Tht ‘ Eidophusikon * was exhibited for the "first 
^ ‘ Annual, Register,’ 1786, p 

277 



^ Appendix B 

time oii the 26th February 1781 ;* an 4 die place of 
erhibitien, as per advertisement in the pablie pnnts 
of the day, was a large house in Lisle Street, front- 
ing Lejccstcx Street, Leicester Square. The price of 
admii>sion was 5/., and the performance began at 
seven. Jt waij^trangcd in five scenes, as follows: 

1. AiUROim; or, the the FfFects of the Dawn, v^ith a 

yiew* of London from Greenwich Park ' 

2. Noon; the Port Tangier in Afnca, the 

di^ant \icw of the Rock of Gibraltai and 
Ruropa Point 

3. SuNSKT, a View near Naples. 

4 MooNtioHi, a View in the Mcditerrancai-, the 
Rising of the Moon contrasted with the \ ifect 
of Fire 

5, The Coiv lasive Scene, a Siorm at Sea, ar d Ship- 
wrecl 

The* Musk for the p<rtt/ini«nee was bv 

Michael Arne, Dr. Arnc't son, who played the i arpsi- 
chord. Between Scenes z and 5 came one oi 
Sihnbm's sonatas; and there wa^ a lA^usital intro* 
duction to tin' closing picture. Thrr** also he 
twctn caih scene ^ Transparciu ) . 'These repre- 
sented: 

I An Incantation 

' The particulars that follow ao^ mamh derwed from 
the * Public Advert 
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2* A Sea Polity a conversation of jailors of ?^crent 
Nations. ' ' ' 

3* A View in the Alps^ a Woodcutter attJ^CKcd by 
Wolm; and ^ ^ 

4. A Summer Evening, wuh Cattle and Figures. 

For Noon (Np Scene) was hiter substituted a 
‘ topical ’ new Scene, The Bringing of Ftmeh and 
•Dutch frizes into the Port of Plymouth, with a 
View oPMount Edgecumbe. 

' After ffry-nme evenings, the first *eason came to 
an end in May. On Monday, loth December, it 
opened again ?ii the same placc,.^LisIc Stiect, Leicester 
Square. Entirely new music was provided by Mr. 
Barney, who aLo accompanied the ^Scenes’* on the 
harpMchord, while the ‘vocal Part’ was Ui/dcrtakcn 
by that tavonrue singer at Vauxhall and Ranclagh, 
Mrs Sophia Baddelcy. On ^ist December the show 
clobtd for the holid<*iys, with promises of fresh attrac- 
ttoiib, en>cually a ‘conclusive Scene’ froiti* Milton. 
The new Pictures, which were duly c’^hibited on 
51U January^ coraprised * 

» 

I The Sun rising in the Fog, an Italian Seaport. 

2. The Cataract of Niagara, in North Am^^ica, 

■<* The Setting of the Sun, after a Rainy Day, with 
a View of the Castle, ToVvU and Clifb at Dover. 
4. The Rising of the Moon, wit If a Water Spout, 
exhibiting the Effect of three different Light% 



" with a View of a Rocky Shore on the Coast of 
Japan. 

The Co^^usiva Scehe ' 

S.^^atan atraying his Troops on the Banks of the 
^ Fiery Lake^ with the Raising of Pandemonium, 
from Milton, , * 

After 7th March, the Storm and Shipwreck scene, 
which had always been highly popular, was restored!' 
^by^ particular Desire,’ and the performance was 
divided into Two Acts, the Stojm closing the first,' 
and the Mil tonic scene the second. As time .went 
on, however, the attendance fell off ; and the prices 
were reduced to 3 /. and zj. 6d On 3Jfst^May the 
show was closed. 

Four years later, on the 30th January' lyStf, after 
the wreck of the ‘Halscwell* East Indiaman, the 
Ridophusikon was reop toed, the storm scene being 
modified so as to give an ^ exact, awful, and tre- 
mendous Representation of that lamentable Event,* 
a narrative of which, based on the accounts of the 
chief surviving ofneers, was to be obtained of William 
Thomsor,, the popular bookseller of the Exchange; 
and for the music and melody of Burney and Baddc- 
ley wai» substituted English ftWfdings and Recita- 
tions ‘by Mr, Crcsswick.* dn this way the existence 
of the exhibition was ptotmcted until lath May, 
which was announced as positively the last night,* 
a valedictory ‘bonne bouphe’ being provided by the 
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' uppearwe^ < imwediatcly '' previ( 

$cen^ firoiu Mllpwi * of tfee Fol^ dwar^ BorulwasTci, 
'^ho on the guitar. 

Borttlwaslrf^ irho^sUJrWdrTn.til ',^^^ jtt that, 

dati- have, been neaJalig 

reached his full height, ai^out 3 ft. 3 in. After i»th 
May 1786^ there is apf *.-iiil^ no further mendon of 
Loathcrbquri^^ femous show, and ivnat became pf 
tife propcrLJc^. when sold histojry 'has not revealed. 
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DsivrtJ m BAfLU m Supfrem 

M JAL’S informant was M. Dchodencq, who 
^ died on lath May 1^49, aged eighty-^ 
seven » at No. 61, rue du Faubaurg-Moiftmartre, a 
house ^ai which M. Jal himself lived for furty-one 
years* He had known M. Dehodencq for thirty 
years 5 and had frequeudy heard his «u count of tht 
Bailh’s death. After the Rv volution, Dehodencq be 
came a Mimonadicr,* or coffcc-houso keeper, and 
for a long period held the cafe of the Theatre des 
Vari^tis, a fuoured resort of lucrary men. Shortly 
stated, his story was as follows: In 17B8, Dc- 
hodencq, tl'cn ut dx and ^twenty, was a member 
the**' Bail ii’b- houschoM, m the modest capacity of 
♦ofluicr de U Louche- under the ‘lateadant,* 
Jean -Simon. Guard, father of the Fran9oj4» Gerard 
who afterwards* pamied the Bailli^s portrait* In the 
niontli of December, Dehodencq remembered bear- 
ing from the BailH’s valet, Duchemm, that his 
master had been brought home from V<*r-ai] 3 cs with a 
sword-thruat thr<mgh the body. Byoulerof a surgeon, 
who was immediately called in, Dehodencq was sent 
out to gel some t»ettles ui order to ^ fouetter,* or 
282 
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‘d«!biidc^ (stimulate) la pltk,' an oju^^ion which 
had no success. It' w^tci ; and Deinodencq was 
accustomed to say that he ^cund the nettles under 
"he snow in the alUe des Veuves of the Champs 
Elys^ca. The particukis preceding the tra^^idy, as 
gathered by 'Dehodo:jiti| from thos/* about the Btillj . 
in his last hours, were that he had importuned 
bv the Prince dc Mirepoix to interest himself ou 
behalf rwo of the Prince^ nephews under punish- 
ment Hi ^ome'derciiction of duty m the East Indies. 
Suffren, a blunt seaman, and by no mean's pre- 
possessed m favour ot the vkss of ^marins pour tire* 
to wh:ch they bcHogtJ, at first remained silem. 
Being pressed, her - yiied at last m negative terms so 
contempaious a. to piovolcL a chJlenge, i^hich he 
accepted, notwithstanding the fact that he w^as nearly 
sia), ^nd as stout hTai'hal do Noailles or the 
^Gros ’ d'Orlean 'I'his liter took, place 

at Versailles, bolnuvj Bcrmui’s wv|ues<n«h st^duc 
of C'liiiu at ‘he head of the P^cor d’Eau des 
SulS3C^, the Bailln fatally wrouiided^ was earned 
home to t^*c Hotel Montmorcr< y die, vvhu he 
aui «n tin * Jd' n, kavnij strict intunc»-Ton> .hat the 
'nr. nmstantes ihoiPd remain profoundly secret 1 his 
account, tak^n down almost entirely ^lorn De 
hodcnccp du M Jal published in a ttote lo 

his ‘Scenes do la \k maritime,’ iij, p i6i. 

On the 17th july M Cunat,of St, Malo, then 

engaged ou liir BadlPs biograpliy, and wishing to 



cbilBrm the from the witness’^ own lip«, visited 
Dchodehcq at Batignolfes^Jn com“pany with M. Jal. 
Dehodencq repeated, much in the same terms, whayc 
he had formerly related to Jal, adding a few minor 
^details which duly/hgure m M. Cunat’s pages* The 
story naturally found no very favourable reception 
with the BailK’s family^ and, as might be expected, 
other %erBions were put forward One, preserved 
by J* S. Roux (‘Le Bailli de Siiffren dans I’lnde,^ 
1862, pp. 231-2), makes the dud the result of an 
altercation at a ball ; according to another^ dating 
from 1866, Suffren fell a victim to the mistaken 
treatment of a physician sent to him by order of 
Mesdames of France. But verisimilitude and con- 
gruity are on the side of M Jal. 

Although M. Cunat deprecates what are known as 
‘ faits pnvc5s,* both he and M. Roux supply us with 
some of the Bailli’s traits In action Suifren’s habitual 
head dress wa^i a widc-bnmm^d felt hat, which had 
been given to him by his brother,^ the Bishop of 
Nevers and Sisteron, and which ^a$'rcgardcd by the 
common seamen uith as much super&titio^venera- 
tion as the historical grey coat of Nappleon^^spn td 
in the veterans lof the Grande Armec. Like Nelson, 
negligent of his costume, which in India his excessive 
corpulence obliged him to reduce as much as possible, 
he generally appeared m his shirt and a light cotton 
vest or jacket. He resembled Robinson Crusoe in 
being frequently accompanied by a favourite pariot ; 



App$nMs€ aifSS 


and* n$ may perhaps be infeircd obcaity, 

was an excellent trentnerman, fully re’^^^iiizing the 
s|ncdt>, of the dinner-hour. !Iis tastes, nevertheless, 
vsrere simple. H<' was warmly attached to hts Pithily 
and friends; and in all his campaigns seem? to have ^ 
sighed for the qUiet of his Provencal home. But 
once on shipiboard hK energy was indefatigable, and 
he never yields d to ''the enervating influence of an 
Eastern atmosphere sets/ he wrote to hisfrieno, 
the Count'-ss d’Alais, ‘pour fairc la guerre, non ma 
cour aux femmes dc |*lslc de Erantr,^ By the auk 
seaman, who knew his work, the Bailll was idolued , 
by the ‘officier k talons rouge*,’ who did not, he uas 
naturally disliked. \ rigorous discipluurru ho 
mexorahle to lases of uisubordmaiion or imput'd 
cowardice, and his ' onase and nrcompromisuvg 
* v.i)surc, conveyed m a constitutionally na^al rone, 
must, have been an addiliona! terror to dcliii •ucati 


‘ Jc persisted he said, receiving the excuses of a dc* 
kuher, ‘?e persiste k dire que vous area entachc Ic 
Lavilion.’ 5ojr e of his letters to the Countess d’Alais,’ 




POSTSCRIPT 


Thi^ ''Utemcnt at p 177 that Dehodcncq’s story, as 
related by hnn to M»M, Jal and Cunat, is 'now 
generally accepted,’ derives its confirmation from the 
fact that it repeated m such current works of refer- 
ence as the djctionanes of Hoefer, Laroussc, and 
Bomllet. But, a$ it often happens, page 285 liad no 
sooner been returned for press than the v nter became 
aware that another version of the Bailli’s death had 
lerently been put forward, not on the side of 
Dehodencq, but supporting the story of j 866 that 
the Bailh fhtd of ill -tuned blooddetung u 11c saignee 
iniempesuvc *). This nory was known to M. Jal 
With additional dcuiil, ti i retoM in the attractive 
‘ Legendes et Cunoutds de f Histoirc'’ by Dr. Caban^'? 
[1912], pp. 25s zC;; ‘Comment cst mort le Baidi 
dc Suffrea,’ Dr, Caoan^ quote? M Lacour-Gayci, 
a member of the Institute, who cite« 3 httle treat i t 
or Cou» ind I<h,eumati$m Dr Alphonse Leroy, 
publidied ill 1S05, Dr Lcro) was the friend and 
medical adviser of the Bailli. According to ihi« 
authority, the Bailh had gone to V'ersaihcs to stsit 
Madame Victoire, the aunt of Louis XVL He had 
been suffering Irora gouty erysipelas. He looked so 
ill that the princess proposed to send him her own 
286 
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phys^^Ciaiii ^who prescribed 

It was ohjecred the; t&e Bailh’s mescal tciil^ Had 
ordered icechco on the Tc^t: * Lo mcikwin de cour, 
rapporte le doctcut Leroy, repojidit ptr pn petif Wr- 
casme M. de buffren, nupatient^, ol&it le bras; wia- 
a peine tut il piqu^, o*i^apr€S ttn pta de sang <Spanch^, 
H perebt connatssaiicc; la gemtte fit nno mdtastasc 
rapide sui la poi trine. On reit^ra la saignde, et lorsout 
f’lllai voir cet.iijustre, ami, qui m’avak promk de 
fasre aj^pliquer les > ngsues mx jambes, jc rcstai stupd" 
fait eii apprenant .son agonte . (p. t^ 4 % Thk 

account, it i$ but Tight .upstate, was not permed to 
leftttc the duel sro^y, but is an * obiter dictum* in 
a medical work— a %ct which adds to its value as 
evid<nicc On the other hand, one remembers fsiVs 
first (|u. -.aon to Dehodeacq^ in 1845 ‘ D’abord, dites 
moi, je vous prie, le Bailh cst bion mort d*apople:jLje, 
n*est-ce pa$?-r-.Non, duel’ he cn disant ccs 

mots, M. Dehodeneq s*»vivemc‘nt portt 5 la main surson 
comr, comme pour afhrmer sur Fhoaneur h verit^ 
de ce qu'il disau,’ It is difhcult to contcive why 
Dchodcn< q,tdr no appreciable motive, should have in- 
seated and persisted in the circumstantial story which 
earned conviction to the minds of MM jal and 
Cuiut. Meanwhile, it may be noted that the bncr- 
esung volume of Dr, Cabancs ctmtau^s an eTcellciit 
copy of Uoudoidf bust of the BaiJii m the Mu.ck 
d*Aix, 
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